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Our West Bend Heritage 
By Caden

• In 1848 West Bend was listed as a mission, not a 
church

• The first West Bend Methodists were English as well 
as the first preachers

• There is no record of regular preaching services in the 
early years

• Half of the preachers to serve in West Bend were of 
English decent

Grange Hall in Myra – Home of the Methodists from 
1868 - 1872



History of our church until 1920 
By Anna

• Most records of the church from the 19th to early 
20th centuries are found in newspapers 

• Newspapers always invited all to come and assured a 
warm welcome

• “Love Feasts” were served an hour or so before 
regular services

• Conference rules required a stay of only 2 years for a 
pastor. Rev. Fisher was requested to stay a third year 
by the congregation

• Political sermons were “the norm” every fall
• Ministers were underpaid, donation parties were held 

to ensure they received enough
• Donations were most commonly around $50 total

• Methodists were actively involved in Freedmen’s Aid 
in 1885
• “The Freedmen’s Aid Society was founded in 

1861 during the American Civil War by the 
American Missionary Association (AMA), a group 
supported chiefly by the Congregational, 
Presbyterian and Methodist churches in the 
North. It organized a supply of teachers from the 
North and provided housing for them, to set up 
and teach in schools in the South for freedmen 
and their children. The AMA founded more than 
500 schools and colleges for freedmen in the 
South after the war, so that freedmen could be 
educated as teachers, nurses and other 
professionals.”- Wikipedia



Anna Continued: 

• Held an annual Camp Meeting
• Held on “The Island,” a bit of land in the 

Milwaukee River that no longer exists
• Ten days long, each day they had a 2:45pm 

service
• One evening was devoted to the German 

language in both speaking and singing
• Was often the chief summer entertainment 
• Fellowship, feasting, and other entertainment 

were part of the event
• The church held special services for Thanksgiving and 

Memorial Day
“The Island”  Not the real Island, just for effect



Memories of the old church
By Ethan

• The “old” church, with its red carpeted center aisle 
and platform which was entered from the narthex.

• On the ceiling was a giant chandelier of lights 
surrounded by many wonderful prisms.

• Much later new lighting was installed.
• The basement was used for much more than just 

classes, many parties were held there.  The young and 
old played games together.

• One year the play “Blanche Dunlap Battles” inspired 
them to start doing a realistic interpretation of the 
Christmas story.

• They built a stable, used straw, and even had live 
sheep.

The old church in 1872



Ethan Continued: 

• One year there was a murder trial.  
• “Music was an integral part of the church and we were 

lucky having People that would pay attention at the 
church.”

• “When the old wheeze organ gave out, a piano was 
used.”

The last Christmas in the old church (1941)



Building a new Church 
By Will

• In 1872 the first church was built
• Little changed until 1900 when they added more 

comfortable pews
• Minor updates continued until 1939 when the 

Wisconsin Conference reported:  
• “West Bend is one of the best little cities in the 

state.”  They then determined the need for a new 
building

• They planned to raise the whole value prior to 
construction however WWII broke out.

• They continued to raise money and store material in the 
West Bend Aluminum Company

• By the end of the war they had enough materials to 
build the new church

Construction



Will Continued: 

• Construction began in 1942.
• During construction the congregation met at the 

Mclane schoolhouse.
• During construction Sunday School classes met at 

church members' homes.
• On May 17th, 1942 the cornerstone was laid.
• Some thing included in the cornerstone were a 

parchment scroll containing 300 names of "members 
and friends" of the church, a copy of the Wisconsin 
Conference minutes for the previous year, a copy of 
the Methodist hymnal, and some 1942 coins.

The Cornerstone



Our Church Today
By Rachel

Pastor Jeremy
The church has changed a lot since Pastor Jeremy 

came to our church to replace Pastor Wes, as he was  the 
interim pastor. He came to our church on February 1, 
2011, four years ago! As he says time flies when you are 
having fun

I asked Pastor Jeremy why he became a pastor he said; 
he was called to become one after being a summer camp 
counselor at Lake Lucerne. He liked to teach the youth 
about bible studies. He used to study to be a mechanic 
but followed his dreams to become a pastor.  



Rachel Continued: 
Members of the Church 

The church currently has 435 members and about (on 
a regular basic) 135 of those 435 attend church worships 
on Sundays. What is awesome though is that 114 new 
members have joined the church in the past ten years

Changes 
There have not been too many changes or programs 

overall. We keep doing what we do because we do it well 
and from that it seems to be attracting new people well. 
As a church we are one, all are welcome, we don’t need 
to be perfect because no one is.

Out reach programs
• Collect food for the local food pantry
• Serve as hosts at the harvest house 
• Offer vacation bible 
• Help conduct bible study/worship at the local 

prison in Waupun  
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Family Promise
• Womens Group 
• Mens Group
• Joined the “Imagine No More Malaria”



Rachel Continued: 
Internal programs 
• Have groups that do important work related to the 

church
• Groups for education – Sunday school/adult bible 

study/new member class and conformation for 8th

grade…
• Choir
• Young adult group 
• Men’s group( breakfast is awesome)
• Visitation team
• Boy scouts 
And more …



Rachel Continued: 
Service for the community 

Church members in financial trouble can apply for a caring and sharing loan. We also help 
non-members by the pastor’s discretionary fun and that gives $15 gas vouchers for people in 
need. There’s a one-time rent or assistance for people in finical distress.

Growing in internal and external programs
Not so much has grown. As the church together we focus on the things we have, so those 

groups and grow. People have tried to start new groups, but it has not always been successful. 
But some have started to take start. From what I heard there is going to be a young family group. 
We can always try new things, an example could be a Sunday school band to show people your 
talents. 

Church in the future 
We hope in the future that people would realize that all are welcome, and to grow as 

disciples together, help the community,
I would like to thank the members, pastor, and staff for making this church not just a church 

but a place where we can live and have faith together



Thank You 

Please see our diorama in 

the front entrance


