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Our Mission: “We are a welcoming Christian Community where 
all can experience the saving grace of Jesus Christ. We are 
growing as disciples of Christ as we teach, support, and nurture 
one another in ministry to our community and world. 

Fifth Avenue  United Methodist Church   

           Family Connections 

Volume 21  No.  1                    January 2016 

  Sundays:  8:30am & 10:45am 
                    

Jan. 3       Epiphany Sunday 
        Sacrament of Holy Communion 
        Choir at 10:45am  
 

Jan. 10      Baptism of the Lord 
        Choir at 8:30am  
     
Jan. 17      2nd Sunday After the Epiphany 
        Human Relations Day 
        Choir at 10:45am  
 
Jan. 24      3rd Sunday After the Epiphany 
        Choir at 8:30am  
   
Jan. 31      4th Sunday After the Epiphany 
        No Choir 
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Pastoral Ponderings 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
It’s baby time! When you read this letter, my wife 
Anna and I will be waiting eagerly for labor or already 
have a beautiful baby boy. We know neither the day 
nor the hour, to borrow a phrase from scripture. But as 

my paternity leave nears, or begins, I’m reflecting on the need for 
a different pace. Taking time away from one important thing, like 
work and ministry, to do another important thing, like becoming 
family and welcoming a new person into the world. 
 

It would have been a bit mean to leave my ‘pastoral pondering’ 
blank, reflective of this different pace, but I wonder if we can find 
ways in the New Year to do that. To leave a blank, to leave a 
space in our busy lives to connect with ourselves, to connect with 
our families, to connect with God.  
 

In music, I like to think about how the parts where you don’t 
play—the rests—are just as important as the parts where you do. 
Rests organize the music. Rests offer a chance to breathe. Rests 
can change mood. Rests can heighten excitement for the music. 
Music is nothing without rests. Perhaps life is the same. I was told 
in music lessons to play the rests. What would it be like for us to 
be intentional about playing the rests? 
 

If you’re looking for a different kind of New Year’s Resolution, 
consider resolving to subtract, rather than add. Make space and 
rest intentional. Jesus often went to a deserted place alone to pray, 
especially when he was pressed upon by crowds or drained by 
healing someone. As for me, while I’ll be busy with baby, I 
consider it a joy to be differently paced for a while.  

 
In Christ, 

Pastor Jeremy 
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    Parish Updates 
 

Change of Address 
Tom & Carol Bast 
   1445 Hidden Waters Circle, WB  53095 
Steve & Sherry Gerhartz 
  3419 County Line Dr. 
  Kewaskum , WI  53040 
Janis Hayden 
   16789 39th Ave. NE 
   Lake Forest Park, WA  98155 
Larry Krueger 
   W156 N4881 Pilgrim Rd. #231 
   Menomonee Falls, WI  53051 
 

Baptism—Nov. 29 
Nora Kate Woitekaitis, daughter  of Justin & Er in 
Woitekaitis, born May 10, 2015.  Maternal grandparents are 
Robert  & Paula Rogge.  Paternal grandparents are Fred & Karen 
Woitekaitis. 
 

Wedding—Aug. 22 
Benjamin Ward and Megan Ambrosius on Aug. 22, 2015 in 
Oshkosh, WI.  Ben is the son of Jon & Sheryl Ward. 
 

Death 
Haley Madison DeSmidt born Dec. 3, 2015 and passed away 
Dec. 3, 2015.  Parents are Mehgan and Alex DeSmidt.  Maternal 
grandparents are Polly and Dave Bertelsen.  Maternal great 
grandparents are Jim & Betty Felt.  Maternal Aunt is Tara Myles. 

Breakfast Group will meet at 8:30am on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016  at the Copper Penny, 
1700 E. Washington St., West Bend. No sign up is 
necessary.                                            
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Adult Sunday School 
The winter lessons in Adult Bible Studies 
follow the theme, "Sacred and Holy 
Gatherings" ,  The wr iters of the Winter  
2016 lessons are Chuck Aaron and Martha 

Myre. 
  Four Weddings and a Funeral - The four lessons in January 
explore  the relationship of Jacob and Rachel, a lesson from the 
Song of Solomon, the lives of Hosea and Gomer, and the death 
of Jesus friend Lazarus. 

  Wonderful Wednesday  
   Our next Wonderful Wednesday meal will be 
held on Jan. 13, 2016 at 5:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  Please sign up in the north entrance if 
you can attend.  A free-will offering will be taken 
for the   meal.   

 Thank You  
     Thank you to Katie Glaser, Barbara Johnson, 
Ellen Johnson, Debra Matthies, and Betsy 
Winquist for  helping out in the office when I 
was on vacation.   
    Thank you also to Joyce Walters for printing 

the bulletins, etc. during this time.  All of you are very much 
appreciated!  Thank you for your ministry!                  
   -Alana Dalton 
        

A Thank You Note 
   "Thank you for all the prayers, cards, e-mails, and 
calls during my recovery after surgery. 
   Special thanks to the ladies covering the nursery 
for me as I continue to recuperate." 

     -Barb Johnson 



5 

          Lunch Group At the Ridge! 
   

 The Lunch Group will meet on Thursday, Jan. 
21, at 12:00 Noon at Top of the Ridge 
Restaurant. There will be no sign-up.  Lunch will 
be the special of the day.  Join in for food and 

The following “People at Home” will 
have  Jan.  Birthdays: 
 

Linda Sponholz (Jan. 17) 
  Cedar Bay East 
  5577 Home Dr. #206,   West Bend  53095 

Welcoming Words of Wisdom 
 Did you know that 97% of visitors to our 
church have just undergone a life changing 
experience such as birth, death, marriage, 
move, job loss, retirement, a disaster (e.g. 9-
11, fire, etc.)?  All are life transitions that 
create stress.  Friendly smiles and greetings 

help provide much comfort.            - The Welcome Team 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

     Regular visitors and subs are needed to call 
on our people at home. Commitment would 
be visiting 2 - 3 persons per month. Open to 
men and women in our congregation who can 

drive.  

                    Sidewalk Project Donations 
   If you make a donation to our Sidewalk Project (see 
goldenrod insert) please mark your check on the memo 
section “Sidewalk Project”.  Thank you for your support! 
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         United Methodist Women’s  
Book Review 

 

 
       

   The book of James has only five short chapters but is filled 
with insights, instructions and encouragement.  Morning Coffee 
with James, is a devotional that uses short easy lessons 
to explain the relevance of the message to both the early 
Christians and to us today.  
    Pick up Morning Coffee with James to add spiritual 
nourishment to your day.  Check out this book and many exciting 
new titles on the UMW Reading Program; they're on the table in 
the lounge.  

      Harvest House at St. James Church 
   I want to thank everyone for the time you gave to 
Harvest House ministry during 2015.  Thank you for 
the dedication you share and the love you show each 
Saturday morning to our guests. 

   Our dates for serving in 2016, in case you want to mark your 
calendars are: 
             March 19, July 16, Sept. 17, and December 17. 
     
  Marolyn Kell, Harvest House Coordinator 
       

Labels are still being collected for Northcott 
Neighborhood House. Please br ing Campbell 
labels, Franco American, Prego, and V8 labels 
and put them in the container in the north 
entrance. You can drop off either the whole 
label or the UPC. Reminder:  we need at 
least the UPC code.  A label without it                 

                           cannot be used.      Thanks!  
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   Notes of Appreciation and Thanks! 
     The staff would like to thank the congregation 
for the kind notes of appreciation and monetary gifts 
you gave them during the month of December.      
      Your support is very important to us! 

                 Alana, Dave, Jean, Jeremy,  

              John, Leslie, Wes 

           Thank You  … 
 

...to all who helped decorate the church  Nov. 
29th. A special thank you to Bruce & Bonnie 
Nissly for providing the greenery and 
decorations for the flower pots. 

 

...to all of you  to everyone who purchased gifts or gave a 
monetary donation to our Angel Tree program.  The gifts and gift 
cards for food have been delivered to the Gingerbread House.  
Your generosity has brightened the season for needy families in 
our community.  If you need a donation slip for tax purposes they 
are on the counter in the narthex.  (Dee Ream and Dorthy Dahlen) 
 

...to everyone who helped with our cookies for the homebound by 
baking, packing, and delivering.  It is much appreciated and 
means a lot to our church family.  
 

...to the Children’s Sunday School and Chancel Choir members 
for presenting the Christmas Story during the worship services on 
Dec. 20th. 
 

...to each of you for saying YES when Jean Krell called you to 
serve as a Liturgist, Acolyte, Greeter, Chalice Bearer, Advent 
Reader or Candlelighter, or to serve coffee for  fellowship 
time. Your time and service is a very important part of our 
worship services.   
...to our Boy Scout Troop 780 for the wreaths to decorate our 
church. 
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  Happy Birthday, Missionaries! 
 
Caring Schwenk served with her husband Ric 
in her native Philippines.  She took medical 
supplies and personnel and teachers in to the 
very poorest parts of Manila, Smokey 
Mountain, a residential area on the city dump 

where thousands live.  
    They were in our church every itineration as we gave salary 
support.  Their children often came with them.  When they 
retired they joined their sons in California and later moved to 
Illinois to be near their daughters and grandchildren.  
    Since Ric is from Wisconsin they are very involved in the 
German Settlement near Hudson. They recently celebrated their 
54th anniversary.  
 
Martha Kuhlman served with her  husband Frank in Kobe 
Japan.  She worked with the University students for 27 years.  
She then spent a year here learning English as a second 
language and was called to China (on invitation) to teach 
English for three years.  They had to be careful on how they 
talked about Christianity!  
    They also were in our church on itineration as we gave them 
salary support.  They returned to Wisconsin where Frank served 
churches in Pepin and Alma.   
   They now live in a community in Ohio where there are many 
other missionaries. 

 
 

Visit our website at:  
faumc.org. 
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Men’s Pine Lake Retreat   

  Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Great News for Great Guys! 

 2016 Men’s Retreat will be free for              

    every church guy who attends. 

 

   What a deal!  If we sign up 30 men for our next Methodist 
Men’s Retreat, everything will be free!  That is 3 days of 
priceless fellowship...indoors and out...in the beautiful 
surroundings of the Methodist Retreat Center near Westfield, WI.  

 

    That is outstanding leadership with Pastor Jeremy Deaner and a 
meaningful theme for group discussion.  That is 2 nights of 
“motel-like” comfort and 6 meals starting Friday evening, March 
4 and ending at noon on Sunday, March 6, 2016.  You will 
have plenty of recreation time...time to get to know new friends 
and refresh old friendships.  

 

   We must get 30 guys (any church) to sign up for the Methodist 
Men’s Retreat.  We will carpool toward Westfield for Friday 
evening supper and return after Sunday noon dinner.  You will 
have fond memories of a 3-day retreat...a unique bargain. 

 

   Sign up for  the retreat on the bulletin board in the nor th 
entrance or call the office at 262-334-2059.  Plan now to join this 
great opportunity that comes without cost.  You may also call 
Bob Krell at 262-334-960 with questions. 

 
 

The Church office will be 
 closed on Monday, Jan. 18, 2016  

in observance of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
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                      2015 Contributions!  
     If you are mailing your contribution, please make sure it is 
postmarked no later than Dec. 31st in order  for  it to get on your  
2015 contribution statement  or you may bring your offering to the 
worship service on Dec. 27th.  Reminder that the office will be closed 
on Thursday, Dec. 31. Thank you! 

       Wills and Memorials Committee Report-2015 
 
The charities the Wills and Memorials Committee supported in 
2015, using interest money from the Endowment Fund are:  
  
$1000 - Food Pantry 
$  100 - Community Thanksgiving Meal 
$3000 - Pastor's Fund for community caring and sharing 
$4059 - Northcott Neighborhood House 
$  500 - Harvest House at St. James Church 
$1000 - Albrecht Free Clinic 
$2000 - Events/Scholarships -  5th Ave. Fund 
$3000 - India Orphanage Mission Project 
$1000 - Imagine No Malaria 
$15,659 
    Marolyn Kell, Chair 
   Wills & Memorials Committee 
  

         Office Hours During  
            The Holidays 
 
       The office will be closed on Thursday, 
Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1, 2016. The office 
will reopen on Monday, Jan. 4, 2016, at  
      7:30am. 

   If you are in need of a pastor, please call Pastor Jeremy at 262-
346-8345 or Alana Dalton at her home, 262-644-7758. 
   



11 

West Bend Lion’s Club 
    This organization is collecting used eye glasses 
and hearing aids.  
     Please put donations in the white col-
lection box located in the north entrance 
by the bulletin board or  you may put 
them on the desk in the church office.  

Thank you so much! 

India Orphanage Offering: Baskets are 
located at the back of the sanctuary for your 
donations to the Philip & Timothy Stains Orphanage 
in India or  you may put yur  donation in the 
offering plate. 

Deadline Reminders! 
Weekly Bulletin Articles:  
 Noon on Wednesdays 

 
       Monthly Newsletter Articles:   

                    15th of each month 
Articles received after these deadlines will need to be held until 
the next deadline.  Thank you! 

Milk Bottle Caps For West Bend Schools 
   We are still collecting Kemps and Golden Guern-
sey  5-cent milk bottle caps for  schools in West 
Bend.     Just put your caps in the glass urn on the 
counter by the big bulletin board in the north en-

trance.    Thank you for  your  suppor t.  The caps will be 
turned into cash for non-budgeted school items. 
Reminder:  do not put plain caps in the containers as they 
will be thrown away.  They must have the label  Kids Caps & 
Cash  or Nickels for Schools on the cap.  Thanks so much! 
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                Food Pantry 
       Don’t forget that our local Full Shelf 
Food Pantry needs your donations.  
Please bring your items and place in the 
baskets at either entrance.   
   You may also write a check payable to 

Fifth Ave. UMC and indicate Food Pantry on the memo line. 
         Thank you for your suppor t! 

 Address Changes: If you have a change of 
address, please notify the church office. We are 
charged for each address change returned to us. 
Thank you! 
           

Electronic Giving: 
Fast, Easy, & Secure 

 Support the work of our church through 
Electronic Giving. Have your weekly or monthly 
contribution debited from your checking or 
savings account and transferred directly into the 

church account safely and electronically—you’ll never have to 
remember your checkbook again!  
    We would love for you to get started.  Call the church office 
for an  authorization form today, 262-334-2059.  We have 14 
families already signed up. You may stop this process at any 
time. 
 

 Weekday Cancellation Policy   

Whenever the West Bend schools are closed 
because of the weather, all church activities will be 
cancelled and the church office will be closed as 
well.  


