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Our Mission: “We are a welcoming Christian Community where 
all can experience the saving grace of Jesus Christ. We are 
growing as disciples of Christ as we teach, support, and nurture 
one another in ministry to our community and world. 

Fifth Avenue  United Methodist Church   

           Family Connections 

Volume 21  No.  4                    April 2016   

   Sundays:  8:30am & 10:45am 
       

Apr. 3       Confirmation Sunday (one service at 9:30am) 
        2nd Sunday of  Easter  
        Sacrament of Holy Communion 
        Choir Sings at 9:30am 
 

Apr. 10      3rd Sunday of Easter 
        Native American Ministries Offering  
        Praise Band  
           Choir Sings at 8:30am 
 

Apr. 17      4th Sunday of Easter 
        Pastor Jeremy’s Last Day 
         Choir Sings at  10:45am 
 

Apr. 24      5th Sunday of Easter 
        No Choir 
 
       

There will be only one service at 9:30am  
on Confirmation Sunday, April 3. 
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Pastoral Ponderings 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Confirmation Sunday is here! God willing, each of our 
three confirmands will say ‘yes’ to a renewed relationship 
with God through Christ on Sunday April 3, 2016, at one 
worship service, 9:30 am. 

 
Over the past year, they have been studying with an adult mentor from 
the congregation, learning about a variety of topics, such as God, Jesus, 
Baptism, Life in the Church, and United Methodist Beliefs and History. 
They have also had opportunities to visit different churches, serve other 
people through Harvest House, and help lead worship. 
 
Confirmation is a program for youth, usually in the 8th grade year. 
Confirmation means that a youth gets to confirm their baptism. They 
get to say ‘yes’ to the promises their parents made on their behalf when 
baptized as a baby. Alternatively, if a youth is not yet baptized, it is 
also a chance to prepare for baptism. 
 
I am very proud of the confirmands who have spent Wednesday 
evenings here learning more about what it means to be a person of 
faith, and I am very grateful for the time and ministry of their 
wonderful mentors who have helped each of these students grow: 
 
Caden Bast, mentored by Michelle Thompson 
Rachel Kircher, mentored by Linda Smeaton 
Anna Prahl, mentored by Marilyn Kellow 
 
You can show your support for their journey by attending their 
confirmation, or by congratulating them in person or with cards. And 
as we celebrate their confirmation, let us also remember to take time to 
renew our own commitment to Christ and the Church, each growing in 
faith, love, and service. 

 
In Christ, 

Pastor Jeremy 
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    Parish Updates 
 

Deaths 
-Edwin Weasler, Sr., brother  of Dean Weasler 
and Lillian Kritz, on March 2, 2016. 
-R. Douglas Ziegler, husband of Sharon Ziegler , 
on March, 5, 2016.  He was a member since 1940. 
-Evelyn Case on March 9, 2016.  She was a member  since 
1987. 

Breakfast Group will meet at 8:30am on 
Tuesday, Apr. 5, 2016  at the Copper Penny, 
1700 E. Washington St., West Bend. No sign up is 
necessary.                                            

School Bag Sewing Kits  
 

     Material for school bag kits are in the north 
entrance.  Take a kit home and bring bags back when 
done.  Thank you to Universal Strap in Jackson for 
again providing webbing for the school bag straps. 

The Power of Camp is...  
 In a world where it is hard to be a kid, AND it 
is hard to be a parent, let church camp be your 

partner in faith and the development of your child.  
     

With over 70 different camp sessions to choose from, one will be 
right for you and your child! Come enjoy a fun, faith-filled 
adventure all in one great place with caring staff.  
 

  For information on summer camping, pick up a brochure at 
either entrance of our church.  

 

Scholarships are available, talk to Pastor Jeremy.  
 Bring a friend!  
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Adult Sunday School 
 
 

The Spring lessons in Adult Bible Studies 
follow the theme "The Gift of Faith". 
The student book writer is Jack Gilbert; Von 
Unruh is the writer of the teacher book. 

      In April, the lessons are titled Restorative Faith.  The first 
lesson examines Luke's account of the healing of the centurion's 
servant.  While the second lesson continues in Luke 7 with a 
focus on the woman who anointed Jesus' feet with expensive 
perfume.  The third lesson features Luke's account of Jesus 
healing the demon-possessed man; the next lesson explores the 
account of the prodigal son.   
     The last and final lesson for April, focuses on Jesus' teaching 
about forgiveness and giving and receiving correction. 
    The Adult Bible Study is held on Sunday mornings from 9:45-
10:30 a.m. in the Disciple Room.  Please join us.     
   
        

                              Wonderful Wednesday  
 Dean Pok is “back to work” so...there will 
be no more Wonderful Wednesday meals until 
the Fall.   
     A special thank you to Dean & Carol Pok 
and Family for  providing the delicious meals 
and to those who came to enjoy the fine food 
and  fellowship.  

  No Rummage Sale This year! 
 

   Our United Methodist Women will not have a 
Rummage Sale this year but will have one in 
2017.   
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          Lunch Group At the Ridge! 
   

 The Lunch Group will meet on Thursday, Apr. 
14 at 12:00 Noon at Top of the Ridge 
Restaurant.  (Please note change of date from 
usual 3rd Thursday.) No sign up necessary.  

Lunch will be the special of the day.  Join in for food and 
fellowship.   

The following “People at Home” will have  April  
Birthdays: 
 

-Charise Kirst (Apr. 3) 
     251 Bittersweet Dr., WB  53095 
-Tom Damp (Apr. 26) 
     1707 Sunset Ridge Dr., WB  53095 
 

     We are looking for volunteers to help 
with Vacation Bible School this 
summer. We are not sure when it will be 
or how many days it will be at this point. 

However if you are willing to help for a week, day, or hour, 
we'd love to hear from you. Please contact Alana on when and 
how much time you could give. 

Save the Date! 
 

Outdoor Worship Service  and  Church Picnic 
at Regner Park on Sunday, July 31, 2016.  
Worship Service at 10:00am followed by a 
picnic. 

                             More details to follow! 
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 Spring Salad Luncheon  
Saturday,  April 16                                            

       April 16th is the date of our  
annual salad luncheon. Serving times are 
11am-1pm. Tickets are $8.00 in 
advance and $9.00 at the door We will 

be serving our famous, delicious, hot turkey salad along with the 
salads you wonderful ladies provide for us. A sign-up sheet is on 
the north entrance bulletin board. Please have your salads at 
church by 9am.  
   Attach a name to the salad, please. (Don' t forget to mark 
your containers with your name.) Please have your salad ready to 
serve!  
    This is a great chance to socialize. Invite your neighbors, and 
friends.   

A Thank You Note 
 

     We thank all the United Methodist Women 
who baked, packed, and distributed Easter 
cookies. 
     These cookies and visits bring so much joy 

and love from our church family.          Blessings to all!             
          Katie Glaser 

Spring Cleaning Date to Be Set 
   Spring Cleaning will take place at the church 
soon.     Watch bulletins and monthly newsletter 
for more details. 

"Thank you for supporting the Sunday 
School bake sales through your  donations 
of goodies and purchases.  They were a 
success! We will be able to provide innovative 
shoes for many children, for several years who 
really need them."   - Kaonou Latham 
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 United Methodist Women’s  
Book Review 

 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson is a nonfiction 

account of the author’s investigations of death penalties in the 
South.  He finds that poor people, the mentally ill, and children 
are often given sloppy defense, resulting in life sentences without 
parole or death sentences. 
   The book tells the story of Walter, a black man accused of the 
murder of a white woman.  Despite overwhelming evidence of 
innocence, Walter is found guilty and spends 6-1/2 years awaiting 
execution.   
   Read the book to learn what happens to Walter. 
 
 

           Welcoming Words of Wisdom 
   What can I say to a visitor?  Always start with 
“Good morning, it is good to have you here this 
morning.  I am (you name).  Have you visited our 
church before?”  Then add some follow up 
questions to show your genuine interest.  “Where 

do you live?”/”Do you work in West Bend?”/”What made you 
choose to worship at Fifth Avenue?”  Usually one question leads 
to a short conversation which can be ended with “Thank you for 
joining us for worship today”.    
                                     - The Welcome Team 

   

Sewing Day  
 

A sewing day will be held on Saturday, April 
23, from 9:00am to 1:00pm in Fellowship 
Hall to work on school bag kits. Help is needed 
to cut, iron, and assemble school bags.  Sewing 
machines and refreshments provided. 
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                School Being Built at  
             India Children’s Home 
     Construction project is under way to build a 
school at the India Children’s Home.  The on-site 
residential school will be of great benefit for the 
girls and boys living there and also village children 

from the surrounding rural area.  (Government-provided 
schooling is not of the same high standards we know here in 
Wisconsin.)  The foundation for the multiple room building has 
been completed.   Additional funding support is needed.    
     Please donate to this project and note Special Advance 
#7940 or India Children’s Home on your contribution.   
     Last summer, David Gnaniah, Director, visited Fifth Avenue 
and presented programs on the Ciriacks Girls Home, built in 
2007,  and “GET-India”, a missionary movement to plant 
churches in unreached rural areas in the state of Tamil Nadu, 
South India.    
   Thank you for your support,    

Linda Smeaton 
 

   Thanks to the church family for supporting 
Interfaith Caregivers with the Fish Fry on 
2/26/16.  We had a great group from our church 
there. Interfaith Caregivers help seniors in 

Washington County with transportation to doctor appointments,  
grocery shopping, visits and many other services.  Interfaith is 
need of more volunteers, so please consider helping out. 

A big thank you to all, 
Barbara Johnson 

A BIG thank you to all who have donated la-
bels and box tops for  Northcott Neighbor-
hood House! They have recently ordered a 
2016 van using 1.5 million labels!  Continuing 
labels will be used for other needs, which, as 


