Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church

Family Connections
Volume 21 No. 12

December 2016

Our Mission: “We are a welcoming Christian Community where
all can experience the saving grace of Jesus Christ. We are
growing as disciples of Christ as we teach, support, and nurture
one another in ministry to our community and world.

Sundays: 8:30am & 10:45am
Sunday, Dec. 18 & 25:

9:30am worship

Dec. 4

2nd Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday
Men’s Ecumenical Choir at 10:45am

Dec. 11

3rd Sunday of Advent
Choir Sings at 8:30am

Dec. 18

4th Sunday of Advent
8:00-9:15 Pancake Breakfast with Special Guest
9:30 am Christmas Program, with Sunday
School Youth and Chancel Choir
One worship service at 9:30am

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Candlelighting at all services
4:00 pm – Family Service
7:00 pm – Traditional with Communion & Choir

Dec. 25

Christmas Day
One worship service at 9:30am

Dec. 31
Jan 1, 2017

7:00pm New1Year’s Eve Service
9:30am New Year’s Day

A Graceful Mess
By: Megan Vollmer
Mental Health During the Holidays
The holiday season is a time of great joy
for the majority of us, but it can also be a time of
great lonesome for some as well. Not everyone is aware that this
merry season is a time when the prevalence of mental health
issues actually rises. Just as we welcome all to Christ’s table, we
should welcome all in during this holiday season. We do not know
what struggles others may be going through that we do not see.
We must also keep in mind those who have lost loved ones or
whose loved are not around during this season.
Many also struggle with financial pressures, family
stresses, and an overwhelming feeling of being alone during this
holiday season. It is important to keep in mind the real reason
behind the season. Be mindful of those you encounter in shopping
lines, at church, and everywhere else you go. We never know the
invisible struggles that others are going through day-to-day so we
should do as Jesus showed us and treat them with kindness and
compassion.

Correction in Calendar
Please note a change in the enclosed calendar.
On Sunday, Dec. 4, we will have our usual
services at 8:30am and 10:45am. Ther e will be no Chur ch
Conference as listed.
Please return your blue Pledge Form (“Get Out of the Boat
Stewardship Campaign for 2017”) that you r ecently r eceived
in the mail along with a survey about the change of time for our
worship services. Please r etur n your Pledge/Commitment
Form by Dec. 4. and the survey by Nov. 30. You can either put
in the offering plate or mail it to the church office, 323 S. Fifth
Ave., West Bend, WI 53095. Thank you for your support!
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Parish Updates
Change of Address



Jim & Jeri Bowerman
1207 White Sands Ct., WB 53090
Virginia Sexton
The fields of Washington County
675 E. Washington St. #112, WB 53095

Baptism—Nov. 13
Holden Henry Meuhe, son of Maxwell & Kaitlyn Muehe,
born on June 28, 2016.

Deaths
-Edward Bartel on Oct. 23, 2016. He was a member since
2001.
-Dorothy Fischer on Oct. 30, 2016. She was a member since
2011.
-Stan Harrison on Nov. 9. He was a member since 1964
-Josie Edwards, gr eat-aunt of Pastor Clarissa on Nov. 12.

Change of Worship Services!
We will have two services on Sunday, Dec. 4, at
9:30am. (Please note this correction from
calendar stating there would be only one service.)
There will be just one worship service on Sunday, Dec. 18 at
9:30am. This is the Sunday that our Chr istmas Pr ogr am will
be presented by our Sunday School children and our Chancel
Choir.
There will also be just one worship service at 9:30am on Dec.
25th and Jan. 1st, 2017.
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Adult Sunday School
Winter: 2016-2017
This winter our lessons will follow the theme
"Creation: A Divine Cycle. With the advent
of the savior by the power of the Holy Spirit, God set in motion
the fulfillment of the divine plan of salvation.
In December, through Luke's gospel we explore God's action in
blessing and reconciling the whole creation.
The Adult Bible study is held every Sunday in the Disciple
Room from 9:45-10:30am.

Children’s Christmas Program
A Christmas program, “A New Star, will be
presented at the 9:30am Worship Service on
Sunday, Dec. 18. (Please note only one
service.)
Come and hear our Sunday School children and Chancel Choir
as they bring the Christmas message to us.

Cookies Needed for our People At Home
We ask your help in providing cookies (small,
non spicy and no bars please) for our People At Home
for their Christmas gift from the church. We will need
approximately 51 boxes.
Cookies will be packed on Wednesday morning, Dec. 7, at 9am
in the Fireside Room. Please have cookies deliver ed to the
Fireside Room by Noon on Tuesday, Dec. 6th.

Breakfast Group will meet at 8:30am
on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2016 at the Copper
Penny, 1700 E. Washington St., West
Bend. No sign up is necessary.
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Lunch Group At the Ridge!
The Lunch Group will meet on Thursday, Dec.
15 at 12:00 Noon at Top of the Ridge
Restaurant. No sign up necessary. Lunch will be
the special of the day. Join in for food and

The following “People at Home” will
have Dec. Birthdays
-Dorothy Schneider (Dec. 6)

Samaritan Health Care Center
531 E. Washington St. #108, WB 53095
-Marge Salberg (Dec. 8)
The Fields of Washington County
675 E. Washington St. #206, WB 53095
-Pat Thorin (Dec. 22)
Samaritan Health Care Center
531 E. Washington St. #167, WB 53095

Christmas Appreciation
for Church Staff
The Holiday Season is fast approaching and
once again we are giving the congregation an
opportunity to show appreciation to our Church Staff. If you
can, and wish to contribute, you're welcome to send a monetary
gift to the church to show your thanks for all their extra efforts
in support of our ministry at Fifth Avenue. Checks can be
made out to Fifth Ave. UMC. Mark your contribution for Staff
Christmas. The gift should be r eceived at the chur ch no
later than Sunday, December 11, 2016.
Aimee Liepert, Church Council Chair
Bob Krell, Lay Leader
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Christmas Angel Tree
Please help spread Jesus’ love to those in our
community who need a helping hand.
1. Take a tag off the tr ee.
2. Leave your name and number car d in the
Box
3. Return gifts to our chur ch by Sunday morning, Dec. 18
You may also use a donation envelope to help out. Money
collected will be used for food gift cards.
Contact Dorthy Dahlen at 262-573-7998 with any questions.
\

Thank you for the gener osity you show in shar ing with these

It's time to start reading for the 2017 UMW
Reading Program. Called to the Fire: A Witness
for God in Mississippi; The Story of Dr. Charles
Johnson by Chet Bush is highly recommended,
readable and inspirational. Dr. Charles Johnson, a
young African-American preacher, gets his first church assignment
in Meridian, Mississippi. During this "Mississippi Burning" time
civil rights activists head to the South. Sit-ins defy Jim Crow
segregation laws. Churches are burned. Facing hatred and hostility
Dr. Johnson is called to testify for the prosecution in the murder trial
of three activists. Charles believes that God will protect and guide
him, ultimately bringing about slow difficult change.

Office Hours During The Holidays
The office will be closed on Friday, Dec. 23
and Monday, Dec. 26. The office will reopen
on Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 7:30am.
The office will also be closed on Friday, Dec.
30, 2016 and Jan. 2, 2017. The office will
reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017, at 7:30am.
If you are in need of a pastor, please call Pastor Clarissa at 262346-8413 or Alana Dalton at her home, 262-644-7758.
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Wonderful Wednesday
Our Wonderful Wednesday meal will be
held on Dec. 14, at 5:30pm. Join us for food
and fellowship.
Please sign up in the north
entrance. Free will offering.

Poinsettia Orders
Order forms for the Christmas Eve/Day
poinsettias will be available in your bulletins on
Dec. 4 and 11. Cost is $8. You may also call
the church office, 334-2059, to place your order.
Deadline to order is Sunday, Dec. 11.

Correction on enclosed calendar. There will be 2
worship services on Sunday, Dec. 4, with our usual times of
8:30am and 10:45pm. It is listed as one service on the calendar.

Welcoming Words of Wisdom
When you see a face you do not recognize,
greet them with a smile and handshake. Please
says a little more than the expected “Good
Morning.” Surprise them with, “It is good to
see you this morning. I do not believe we have
met. Glad you chose to worship with us this morning.”
- The Welcome Team

Call Pastor Clarissa
If you or a family member are ill at home or in the hospital,
please call Pastor Clarissa Martinelli, 262-334-2059. or 847721-1826 (cell phone)
Because of the privacy act, sometimes the hospital does not
inform the church office.
Thank you for letting us know!
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Happy Birthday, Missionaries!
Rev. Tsuchue Vang, Kaonou Latham’s Dad, was
a missionary in Laos.
He is the pastor at
Wheelock Pkwy UMC in St. Paul, MN. The all
Hmong congregation worships in English and their native
language, Hmong.
He serves on several UM committees such as Minnesota Ethnic
Minority, National Hmong Caucus, and National Federation of
Asian Americans. He mentors several Local Pastoral candidates
in the St. Paul/Minneapolis area, and he continues to work with
GBGM to support and grow Lay Preachers and congregations in
Southeast Asia.
He actively participates in the training of the Local Pastors by
translating the English course study to the local languages. He
strongly believes in growing our ministries to all areas of the
world by spreading God's word.

Garrett Recipient
The Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary has informed us
that the recipient of the Butler/5th Ave. UMC Scholarship has
been given to Greta Hietpas, a Master of Divinity student.
Because of our scholarship and others like it, Garrett is able to
provide financial assistance to 85% of their students.
If you are interested in donating to this fund, please contact
Marolyn Kell chair of Wills & Memorials or the church office.

Altar Flowers
If you would like to share the gift of
flowers for special moments in your life or
in celebration of special family times,
please sign up in the north entrance. You can use artificial or real
flowers and/or plants.
Flowers can be delivered to the church by noon on Fridays.
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Harvest House Items Needed
Harvest House is serving a meal to their
guests on December 24th. We would like
to present each guest with a gift
bag. Some of the items needed are:
individual pkg. of Kleenex
hand soap
hand lotion (3 oz. Bath and Body)
pad of paper/pen

chap stick
hand sanitizer
nail clippers
tooth brush/paste

There will be a basket for the items in the lobby near the Christmas
tree. If you have any questions, please contact Marolyn Kell. Thank
you for helping with our mission. Fifth Ave. will be serving on
December 17th and will present the items to St. James church at
that time.

The Greatest Gift of All
Did you know you could save a life? Please consider making an
appointment to donate blood. It only takes about 45 minutes and
could be a life saver to someone in need. Call 1-877-232-4376.

2016 Contributions!
If you are mailing your contribution, please make sure it is postmarked
no later than Dec. 31st in or der for it to get on your 2016 contr ibution
statement or you may bring your offering to the worship service on Dec.
25th. Reminder that the office will be closed on Monday, Dec. 26 and
Friday, Dec. 30. Thank you!

Do you knit or crochet?
Pleased join Vicki Roth & Barbara Johnson on
Dec. 14th at Wonderful Wednesday for
information to make Prayer Shawls. We want
your input on this new church activity.
Patterns will be available or use one you may have already.
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Men’s Retreat
Men: Please mark your calendar for the annual
Men’s Retreat at Pine Lake (near Westfield,
WI) for March 17-19, 2017. Watch newsletter for more details.

Weekday Cancellation Policy
Whenever the West Bend schools are closed
because of the weather, all church activities will be
cancelled and the church office will be closed as
well.

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, Dec. 18, 2016
8:00am-9:15am
Fellowship Hall
Remember—only one worship service at 9:30am
FREE WILL OFFERING
Menu: Egg Dish, Sausage, Pancakes, Applesauce Coffee,
Milk, Juice and all the fix-in’s. Proceeds are for Men's
Ministries.
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the north entrance.
There will be a special guest for the youngsters.

Reminder: Program Cancelled

success

Campbell Soup Labels for Education has
been discontinued as of June 30, 2016. Please do
not put labels in container in north entrance.
Thank you for making this pr ogr am a
over the years.
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Annual Christmas Luncheon and
Installation of UMW Officers
Our United Methodist Women will have the
Installation of Officers on Saturday, Dec. 3.
Following the installation, the Board members
will go to a local restaurant.

Electronic Giving:
Fast, Easy, & Secure
Support the work of our church through
Electronic Giving. Have your weekly or monthly
contribution debited from your checking or
savings account and transferred directly into the
church account safely and electronically—you’ll never have to
remember your checkbook again!
We would love for you to get started. Call the church office
for an authorization form today, 262-334-2059. We have 14
families already signed up. You may stop this process at any
time.

Address Changes: If you have a change of
address, please notify the church office. We are
charged for each address change returned to us.
Thank you!

Visit our website at:

faumc.org.
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Reminder!
The church doors will be locked at 4pm Monday
through Thursday and noon on Fridays. If you
need to get into the church building after those
house, please call Alana at the office, 334-2059, or email her at
church@faumc.org to make arrangements.

Instead of filling up the land fill, donate your old (ratty?) towels
and sweatshirts to Betsy Winquist for the bir ds and animals at
Pine View Wildlife Rehab. Items can be brought to the church
office. Thank you.

Deadline Reminders!
Weekly Bulletin Articles:
Noon on Wednesdays

Monthly Newsletter Articles:
15th of each month
Articles received after these deadlines will need to be held until
the next deadline. Thank you!

Invite someone to church!
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