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Our Mission: “We are a welcoming Christian Community where
all can experience the saving grace of Jesus Christ. We are
growing as disciples of Christ as we teach, support, and nurture
one another in ministry to our community and world.

Sundays: 8:30am & 10:45am
Sunday, Dec. 17—9:30am Worship Service
Sundays, Dec. 24 & 31—10:00am worship
Dec. 3

1st Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday/Men’s Ecumenical Choir
(Come early to hear the choir as they will begin their prelude at
8:25am and then they need to leave to sing at other churches.)
12:30pm Christmas Caroling (see page 8)

Dec. 11

2nd Sunday of Advent
Choir Sings at 8:30am

Dec. 17

3rd Sunday of Advent
8:00-9:15 Pancake Breakfast with Special Guest
9:30 am Christmas Program, with Sunday
School Youth, Handbells, and Chancel Choir
One worship service at 9:30am

Dec. 24

4th Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve
Morning Service: 10:00am
Evening Services: 4:00pm & 7:00pm

Dec. 25

No Worship Service
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Dec. 31

Morning Service: 10:00am

A Graceful Mess
By: Megan Vollmer
Keeping Warm and Well
When our nice warm weather goes away, it is difficult
to find means and even motivation to stay active. No
one really enjoys taking a hike through three feet of snow so our
options for exercise do decrease in the winter months. Our immune
system is usually also doing overtime in the colder months because
we seem to be passing germs all around. Keeping our bodies in good
shape and moving can actually help strengthen our immune systems.
Many of our healthy habits take a hit during the holiday
season, and that is okay! We are blessed with the gift of muscle
memory so even if we stop our usual routines or activities for a little
bit we are able to get moving again. We can enjoy the holiday season
with our friends and family without counting the calories in every
Christmas cookie because we know that we balance it out with our
activity the rest of the year.

Cookies Needed for our People At Home
United Methodist Women asks for your help in
providing cookies (small, non-spicy, no bars please)
for our People at Home for their Christmas gift from
the church. We will fill 45 boxes. Cookies will be
packed on Wed., Dec. 13, at 9am in the Fireside Room. Please
have cookies delivered to the Fireside room by Tues., Dec. 12, by
4pm. Thanks in advance for your gener osity!

Change of Worship Services!
Worship service on Sunday, Dec. 17, will be at
9:30am.
Our Chr istmas Pr ogr am will be
presented by our Sunday School children, Handbell
Choir, and our Chancel Choir. (See page 3.) Wor ship
Services on Dec. 24 will be 10am, 4:00pm and 7:00pm. No
services on Christmas Day. Worship Service on Dec. 31 will be at
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Parish News
Change of Address
Janis Hayden
PO Box 31148, Spokane, WA 99223
John & Barbara Koehler
Cedar Bay East
5577 Home Dr. #112, WB 53095

Births
-Trace Randall Roudebush son of Matt & Amanda
Roudebush, and gr eat-grandson of Pat (The Late Barney)
Barnhouse on Oct. 31, 207.
-Everett Joel Henning, son of Erin & Kyle Henning, bor n
Nov. 1, 2017.

The following “People at Home” will
have Dec. Birthdays:
-Howard Hadler (Dec. 6)
1061 Cedar St., WB 53095
-Dorothy Schneider (Dec. 6)
Samaritan Health Care Center
531 E. Washington St. #108, WB 53095
-Marge Salberg (Dec. 7)
The Fields of Washington County
675 E. Washington St. #206, WB 53095

Children’s Christmas Program
A Christmas program, “Mary, Joseph, and the Baby”
by Tammy Waldrop, will be pr esented at the 9:30am
Worship Service on Sunday, Dec. 17. Ever wonder
what the animals in the stable were thinking the night
Jesus was born? See this special birth through their eyes. Hear our
Sunday School children, Handbell Choir, and Chancel Choir as they
bring the Christmas message to us.
Invite family, friends, and neighbors.
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Two Adults Bible Studies
Our new Adult Bible Study ser ies is called
Journey Through the Bible. This series'
focus is an examination of the Bible from
three dimensions.
Each week we will examine each of these avenues
of thought as we study the Bible book by book. The first in the
series we will be studying is Genesis. We will be meeting in the
Fireside Room at 9:45am every Sunday. Class is led by Jan &
Mike Donahou. Join us as we look deeply into God's Word.
On-Going Bible Study Winter - 2017
This winter our lessons explore the twofold nature of faith as
belief and actions. We will be reviewing the books of Acts,
Ephesians and Daniel. The Early church proclaims Faith in
Christ. The five lessons in this unit reveal what the early
Christian leaders proclaimed about living our faith in Christ. The
sessions in Acts report several examples of social welfare,
ministry, and evangelism in spite of opposition.
Join us in the Disciple Room at 9:45am every Sunday to learn
more about the Bible and the search for the newborn King of the
Jews.

Annual Christmas Luncheon
Installation of Officers
To help you get into a Holiday mood, your United
Methodist Women will have their Christmas Luncheon
on Saturday, Dec. 2, in the church’s Fellowship Hall. Tickets
will be for sale in the north entrance. Cost is $10.00. Menu
includes: two kinds of soups, 2 kinds of sandwiches, dessert, and
beverages.
Registration is at 11:30am with the luncheon at noon. This
year’s entertainment will be a Christmas Sing-A-Long.
All women and men are invited. Bring a guest.
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Lunch Group At the Ridge!
The Lunch Group will meet on Thursday, Dec. 21, at
12:00 Noon at Top of the Ridge Restaur ant. No
sign up necessary. Lunch will be the special of the
day. Join in for food and fellowship.

Breakfast Group will meet on Tuesday,
Dec. 5, at 8:30am at the Copper Penny, 1700
E. Washington St., West Bend. No sign up is
necessary.

Christmas Appreciation
for Church Staff
The Christmas Season is fast approaching and
once again we are giving the congregation an
opportunity to show appreciation to our
Church Staff. If you can and wish to contribute, you're welcome
to send a monetary gift to the church to show your thanks for all
their extra efforts in support of our ministry at Fifth Avenue.
The gift will be shared with the 8 staff members. Checks can be
made out to Fifth Ave. UMC. Mark your contribution: Staff
Christmas. The gift should be r eceived at the chur ch no later
than Sunday, December 10, 2017. Thank you for your support.
Aimee Liepert, Church Council Chair
Bob Krell, Lay Leader

Pancake Breakfast Sun. Dec. 17, 2017
8:00am-9:15am Fellowship Hall
Worship Service: 9:30am
FREE WILL OFFERING
Menu: Egg Dish, Sausage, Pancakes, Applesauce Coffee,
Milk, Juice and all the fix-in’s. Proceeds are for Men's
Ministries. Please sign up on the bulletin boar d in the nor th
entrance. There will be a special guest for the youngsters.
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Christmas Angel Tree
Please help spread Jesus’ love to those in our
community who need a helping hand.
1. Take a tag off the tr ee.
2. Leave your name and number car d in the box.
3. Return gifts to chur ch by 3:30pm on Thursday, Dec. 14.
You may also use a donation envelope found on the tree.
Money collected will be used for food gift cards.
Contact Dorthy Dahlen at 262-573-7998 with any questions.

Office Hours During the Holidays
The office will be closed on Friday, Dec. 22,
and reopen on Tuesday, Dec. 26, at 7:30am.
The office will also be closed on Friday, Dec.
29, and will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018, at
7:30am.
If you are in need of a pastor, please call Pastor Clarissa at 847721-1826 or Alana Dalton at her home, 262-644-7758.

Poinsettia Orders
Order forms for the Christmas Eve poinsettias will
be available in your bulletins on Dec. 3 and 10.
Cost is $8. You may also call the chur ch office,
334-2059, to place your order.
Deadline to order is Sunday, Dec. 10.

2017 Contributions
If you are mailing your contribution, please make sure it is
postmarked no later than Dec. 31st in or der for it to get on your
2017 contribution statement. You may bring your offering to the
worship services on Dec. 24 or 31. Reminder that the office will be
closed on Friday, Dec. 29. Thank you!
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Welcoming Words of Wisdom
Advent is a time when many visitors are drawn
to church. They could be new to Fifth Ave.
United Methodist Church or longtime infrequent
attenders. A friendly smile and “It is good to see
you here today” is a safe opening. “Have you
attended here before? “ or “I hope you will find
the service meaningful.” Or “I would love to know what
you think of the service.” (Don’t forget to follow up after
the service if you say this!”)
-The Welcome Team

Wonderful Wednesday
Our Wonderful Wednesday meal will be held on
Wednesday, Dec. 13, at 5:30pm in Fellowship
Hall. Dean Pok and Family will pr epar e the
meal. Please sign up in the north entrance. Bring a friend.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Mark your calendar to join this group of knitters
and crocheters on Tuesdays, Dec. 5 & 19. No
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 7.

Help Needed: a person to do snow removal. Call
Betty Felt at 262-338-1819.

The Greatest Gift of All
Did you know you could save a life? Please consider making
an appointment to donate blood. It only takes about 45 minutes
and could be a life saver to someone in need.
Call 1-877-232-4376.
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Happy Birthday, Missionaries!
Rev. Tsuchue Vang was a missionar y to Laos. He
covered a vast area, including mountains, and multiple
cultures. He is a Pastor in Minnesota where the
congregation worships in English and Hmong. Currently,
besides pastoring a church he helps train Local Pastors by translating the
English course of study to the local languages! Among the many other
things he does he works with General Board of Global Ministries to
support and grow Lay Preachers and congregations in Southeast
Asia. He is the father of our own Kaonou Latham. (And you wondered
where she obtained all her talents!)
Rev. Paul Webster has been in this church many times over the years
sharing his mission with us! In early 1990 he began a demonstration
farm in D.R. Congo. As the situation there became intolerable a tribal
chief invited him to his country of Zambia and gave him a sizeable tract
of jungle. Now, this is a working farm with livestock, orchards, crops,
farm buildings and more. Initially, he even made the equipment such as
using an old bicycle to create a cultivator! To see his accomplishments
just google “Mujilla Falls Agriculture Center”. At the time of his
beginning this area had the highest infant mortality rate of all
Africa. Once he got his milking cows and all going he shared with all
the people and the milk made the difference: the mortality rate
plummeted!
To support his on going work, write your check to the church and
designate it for Advance Special 15016A on the memo line.

Church Christmas Caroling
On Sunday, Dec. 3, immediately following
the 10:45am Worship, we will be Caroling at 4
Health Care Facilities in the area: Cedar Bay
West, Cottages, New Perspectives Senior Living,
and Samaritan Health Care Center. Meet in the lounge at noon
to join in the singing. We will car pool fr om chur ch. Our first
stop is at 12:30 and our final stop will be 2:30pm. Come one,
come all! Lift up God’s name in song as we are in community
together. A sign up sheet will be in the North Entrance.
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Cookie Walk Thank You
The 2017 United Methodist Women’s Cookie
Walk was such a huge success that almost all
the cookies were sold out by 11:30am!
Thank you, thank you to all the wonder ful
individuals who:
1) baked delicious cookies
2) provided a fantastic variety of specialty items
3) set up the day before the sale
4) helped the day of the sale
5) monetarily supported the UMW mission
6) spread the word about our yummy event
Your help and support was truly appreciated. This event would not be
successful without you!
-Ann Cording and Dee Ream, Co-chairs

Thank You From Harvest House
Thank you to all the church members who made a
difference in someone's life by volunteering to serve
on November 18th at Harvest House.
We know your help in serving the meal was
appreciated by our guests.
-Marolyn Kell & Linda Smeaton
Dear Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church Family,
Thank you for the surprise recognition of my 10th year
anniversary of serving as your church organist. I really
was at a loss for words. I am truly humbled.
The table plaque on the ABC’s of Faith, the super nice
brief case, the beautiful cards which were much
appreciated, and the nice bouquet of flowers for my wife, Sandy, who is
responsible for me becoming a serious church organist.
You are a wonderful congregation to play for each Sunday. I am so
blessed.
In Christ’s Service,
John Abuya
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“LIKE” Our Church . . .
You already Like us at Fifth Avenue
United Methodist Church because you
Like to faithfully come on Sundays,
you Like to attend our activities and
events, and you Like the members & friends of your church family.
One way to promote Fifth Avenue UMC to our surrounding
community is through Facebook and our church's Facebook page. For
those of you with Facebook (FB) accounts . . . Have you "Liked" your
own church's FB page?
It's easy . . . Search for FIFTH AVENUE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH. Once on our Page, hit the "thumbs up" LIKE button. Then,
go to the "FOLLOWING" button, and choose "SEE FIRST" (always find
the latest posts at the top of News Feed). Next, "SAVE" to your own
FB home page.
Finally, as you are scrolling through Facebook, when you see posts
from Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church, PLEASE . . . LIKE the
Post, and SHARE POST (with or without your own comment). You
can Like, Post, Share more than once -- Do it Every Time you scroll past
one! Questions? Ask Linda Smeaton or any of your FB friends!!

Address Change
If you have a change of address, please notify
the church office. We are charged for each
address change returned to us.
Thank you!

Want to recognize A Special Occasion?
Why not sponsor the worship bulletins for a
particular Sunday? Cost is $25.00.
If interested, please use the sign-up sheet by the
bulletin board in the north foyer or call the church
office at 334-2059.
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United Methodist Women
Book Review
Blue Gold by Elizabeth Stewar t is a timely stor y about the
human cost of manufacturing cell phones. The book follows the
life of 3 girls, each on a different continent.
Sylvie lives in a r efugee camp in Afr ica, having been
displaced when her village was burned and father killed by
warlords. Sylvie's village was in an area where "blue gold"
coltan, a mineral essential in cellphone manufacturing, is mined.
Life in the refugee camp is difficult and dangerous.
Laiping wor ks in slave labor conditions at a huge Chinese
factory that manufactures cell phones. Long hours, complete
control of employees lives and wages, and toxic chemical
exposure impact Laiping's life.
Fiona lives in Nor th Amer ica and uses her cell phone
inappropriately. While working to make up for her impulsive
behavior, Fiona impacts the lives of the girls in Africa and
China.
The book makes you aware that buying a cellphone has worldwide impact and moral implications.
Blue Gold is book in the Social Action category on the UMW
booklist.

Lost & Found
Please check the Lost & Found box in the
north entrance. We have many jackets, hats, caps,
scarves,, etc. Some of the jackets are Aqua/Blue
Cabella size L, Tudor Court in beige, Dark blue Cabella size L
and a Hollister blue - size S. They might belong to you.
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Food Pantry
Don’t forget that our local Full Shelf
Food Pantry needs your donations.
Please bring your items and place in the
baskets at either entrance.
You may also write a check payable to Fifth Ave. UMC and
indicate Food Pantry on the memo line.
Thank you for your suppor t!

Electronic Giving Available
Leave your checkbook at home! Support your
church even when you can’t make it to worship! You
can now change lives through Fifth Avenue UMC by
giving electronically from your checking or savings account.
Call the church office to get a form, 334-2059.
You can change the amount and/or stop at any time.

Deadline Reminders!
Weekly Bulletin Articles:
Noon on Wednesdays
Monthly Newsletter Articles:
15th of each month
Articles received after these deadlines will need to be held until
the next deadline. Thank you!

Visit our website at:
faumc.org.
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You Are Invited—February 10, 2018!
In the time it takes to read this entire note, if you or a loved one suffers a
heart attack, where the heart stops, irreversible brain damage will happen
unless prompt action is taken. After 4 minutes without oxygen, pumped by
the heart to the brain, the brain dies. By the time a phone call is concluded
to summon an ambulance, a person whose heart has stopped will for all
practical purposes be dead unless CPR has been initiated.
Troop 780 Red Cross Instructors ar e offer ing a Standar d Fir st Aid
Course, which will emphasize adult CPR and use of an AED. Taking this
course may well save a loved one. As of last year, the Red Cross has updated
and revised their procedures.
Mark Scharenbrock and I have agreed to be the co-instructor for the
Standard First Aid / Adult CPR / Adult AED training for Saturday, 8:00
a.m., February 10th, at the our church.
If you have questions, please contact Thomas Kreif (mesh@athenet.net) or
Mark Scharenbrock (mjscharenbrock@hotmail.com). Training takes about 3
1/2 hours. The cost shall be $25.00. Because the Methodist Church sponsors
the troop, the normal fee of $100 for taking this certifying course is waived.
There will be no refund of fees for no shows on Feb. 10 th. For the course to be
offered, there needs to be a minimum of 6. If, for some reason, it is not held,
there will be a full refund
Reading & Age Requirement: Course materials for Standard First Aid
materials, AED for Adult, and CPR will be sent to individuals after payment of
fees. Must be at least 12.
Because numbers are critical, we are requiring that individuals who
want to do this to pay by a check made out to Troop 780 -- postmarked
no later than January 20.
Please send the following registration slip to Thomas Kreif, PO Box 101,
Sherwood, WI 54169 with an enclosed check for $25.00 made payable to
Troop 780. Once accepted into the course, fees are transferable, but not
refundable.
Name:_____________________________________________________
Phone Number______________________________________________
E-Mail Address______________________________________________
(Please print accurately as course materials will be sent by e-mail, which
allows for the lower cost).
Thomas Kreif
920-205-8550
PO Box 101
Sherwood, WI 54169

If you are interested in American Red Cross CPR Training, please contact
Tom. Also you can paste the following address into your browser for
13 http://my.athenet.net/~mesh/
more information on courses and dates:

Greetings Friends!
I want to thank you for all the plastic bags. The knitting
group is working on mats for the homeless in the Milwaukee Area.
Please continue to bring them in, I will keep them in my office.
Your efforts are making a difference in the lives of others.
We wrapped up our “Cup of Life” study with the Deacon
this past month. There were warm moments and insightful
contemplation in our groups work. It was a growing experience for
all involved. During the month of December, I will be checking in
with our homebound friends. If you know of someone who could
use some company, please call me and let me know.
Remember to sign the card on the Prayer Table in the
North Entrance. We are sending these cards out to keep in touch
with our friends who are unable to attend worship with us here in
the sanctuary. You can write a short message or sign your name.
Sunday Dec. 3rd in the Worship Services will be a Blessing
of the Coats that have been gather ed for the families at La
Dispensa Food Pantry on the South Side of Milwaukee. We will
deliver the coats the following Sat. Dec. the 9th.
On Sunday Dec. 3rd immediately following the 10:45am
Worship, we will be Caroling at 4 Health Care Facilities in the
area: Cedar Bay West, Cottages, New Perspectives Senior Living,
and Samaritan Health Care Center. Meet in the lounge at noon to
join in the singing. We will car pool fr om chur ch. Our fir st
stop is at 12:30 and our final stop will be 2:30pm. Come one,
come all! Lift up God’s name in song as we are in community
together. A sign up will be in the north entrance.
Psalm 37:4 “Take delight in the Lord, and she will give
you your heart’s desires.”
Peace My Friends,
Rev. Amy Jo Anderson, revamyjoanderson@gmail.com
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