
Greetings 5th Avenue Sisters & Brothers, 

 

I pray you are having a meditative and prayerful week!  

 

My sincerest appreciation to those that engaged in our online worship 

service or through their manuscript worship and devotional packet. 

Please continued to study and show yourself approved! 

 

How are the buddy checks going? The humble ask is for each of us to 

conduct 3 buddy checks per week. It’s a delightful time to contact with 

5th Avenue family and/or friends you may not know or haven’t seen 

in a while. 
 

Governor Tony Evers announced the “Safer at Home” Order for our state on 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020. The order goes into effect at 8 a.m. Wednesday, March 25, 202. It will remain in effect until 8 a.m. on April 24. Wisconsin 

residents don't need permission to leave their homes. But they must comply with the order when they do. "Essential" businesses do not need special 

permission to remain open. View the full order at: 

ahttps://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/24/file_attachments/1409408/Health%20Order%20%2312%20Safer%20At%20Home.

pdf 
 

Wisconsin has multiple confirmed cases of COVID-19; with more testing facilities online, we can expect to see even more cases. 
 

                   Wisconsin COVID-19 Test Results 
 

Test Results Number of People as of 3/25/2020 

Negative 10089 

Positive 585 

Deaths 6 

 

 

Remember these steps to help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses: 
 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds, especially before eating and after going to the bathroom, 

blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.  

• If you do not have soap and water, use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap 

and water if hands are visibly dirty.  

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  

• Stay home when you are sick.  

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in 

the trash. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using 

a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 

https://www.facebook.com/2451138221883069/photos/10158454553157780/?av=0


 

ANCHORED IN GOD 
 

These past weeks have been one for the history books. Generation Alpha, children born from 2010 to 2025, are the first generation entirely born 

within the 21st century. They are also known as the i-Generation. They are the children of the Millennials. This generation will have a vivid memory 

of the Coronavirus Pandemic like the Millennials and previous generations remember September 11, 2001. Fling in a bottoming out of the stock 

market, Friday the 13th, a full moon, the beginning of Daylight-Saving Time, and the realization that something frightening was occurring on the 

other side of the earth and the questions of if and when it would reach the shores of the United States.  

 

As television, radio, Facebook, internet, Tweeter, newspapers ramped up our anxiety, concerned turned to panic. The all forms of grocery stores’ 

shelves were bare. Who would have ever thought in March 2020, toilet paper would become the priceless commodity? How should we respond to these 

uncertain and challenging humanity times as we strive to stay - Anchored In God?  

 

As a faithful Believer, Pastor, Christian Woman, I know this place is my temporary home and no one knows when death will come. But, I didn’t desire 

the uncertainty of this crisis so, I tighten my grip on life! No, basketball, just as Lebron James and the LA Lakers were on a hot streak. The Chicago 

Black Hawks lead by my favorite player, 88 - Patrick Kane, were finally gelling. The NCAA tournament cancelled? What about the closures of Disney 

World and Disney Land? What is my niece, Alex, high school senior, who was awarded an academic and athletic scholarship (lacrosse) to Pacific 

University in Oregon graduating in May going to do? What were your thoughts as you watched your 401k and/or investments leak like a sieve or as 

the person in front of you took the last 3 – 12 roll of toilet paper, leaving the shelf bear? No consideration for others! I wanted to hold tighter and fight 

harder for what was comfortable. By nature, we tighten our grip on things that are temporary. We love to plan and be in control; giving God a long 

hearty laugh! 

 

God created life. He made and owns all things. He is eternal, but our lives are fleeting “like grass” (Psalm 103). Our days “quickly pass” (Psalm 90). 

“Generations come and generations go” (Ecclesiastes 1), like a “mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14). 

 

Lecrae Devaughn Moore, an American Christian hip hop recording artist, says of our pain at a time like this, “We haven’t lost control of our lives; 

we’ve just lost the illusion we were ever in control.” 

 

Worrying and panicking! Have you experienced any anxiety this week? Did you find sanitizer? Toilet paper? Bread? Do you still have a job? How’s 

your shelter in place? Our Savior desires our attention. Listen as Jesus makes a gallant and reassuring promise: 

 

I tell you not to worry about your life. Don’t worry about having something to eat, drink, or wear. Isn’t life more than food or clothing? Look at the 

birds in the sky! They don’t plant or harvest. They don’t even store grain in barns. Yet your Father in heaven takes care of them. Aren’t you worth 

more than birds? Can worry make you live longer? Why worry about clothes? Look how the wild flowers grow. They don’t work hard to make their 

clothes. But I tell you that Solomon with all his wealth wasn’t as well clothed as one of them. God gives such beauty to everything that grows in the 

fields, even though it is here today and thrown into a fire tomorrow. He will surely do even more for you! Why do you have such little faith? Don’t 

worry and ask yourselves, “Will we have anything to eat? Will we have anything to drink? Will we have any clothes to wear?” Only people who don’t 

know God are always worrying about such things. Your Father in heaven knows that you need all of these. But more than anything else, put God’s 

work first and do what he wants. Then the other things will be yours as well. Don’t worry about tomorrow. It will take care of itself. You have enough 

to worry about today. Matthew 6:25-34 (CEV) 

 

Corrie ten Boom never battled the Coronavirus, but she led courageously in the face of a deadly philosophical virus—Nazi fascism. Her words still ring 

in our hearts, “Worry doesn’t empty tomorrow of its sorrows, it empties today of its strength.” 

 



 

“Everything is going to be okay.” How many times in past weeks have to recited these words to someone trying to bring comfort or calm? Perhaps to a 

child, a friend, or loved one? I have – too many times to count. In one sense, as Believers, we know things will work out eternally. However, we have no 

such promise on this side of heaven. Jesus did not promise his followers that everything was going to be okay in a world full of sin, injustice, warfare, 

disease, and pain. On many occasions, Jesus and his disciples warned us, “Things will actually get worse before they get better.” It’s very possible that 

the same could be true for this coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Thankfully, the Good News of Jesus offers us salvation, transformation, and reconciliation. Jesus died on a rugged cross to pay for our sins. With 

victory over death and the grace He arose to give each of us life. He ascended into heaven to give us hope. One day, he’ll wipe every tear from our eyes, 

and there will be no more death, or mourning, or crying, or pain, for the old order of things will pass away. 

 

There are some that are still shouting – “Everyone is overreacting.” Why devise rebellious plots in the heart of human fear and suffering? The Isaiah 

cautioned against rebellious plots during times of catastrophe or a pandemic… 

 

The Lord took hold of me with his powerful hand and said: I’m warning you! Don’t act like these people. Don’t call something a rebellious plot, just 

because they do, and don’t be afraid of something, just because they are. I am the one you should fear and respect. I am the holy God, the Lord All-Powerful! 

Isaiah 8:11-13 (CEV) 

 

We as followers are advised to avoid speaking uncompromisingly about any issue we know very little about… He that answers a matter before he hears 

it, it is folly and shame unto him.  Proverbs 18:13 (KJV) This coronavirus pandemic might still seem exaggerated to us, Americans, but it’s not inflated 

for others who have buried thousands of their loved ones and neighbors. Jesus invites us to rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who 

mourn. (Romans 12:15). 

 

Has this global pandemic interrupted any of your traditions or habits? It certainly has mine. Face to face contact with each of you. Oh, how I miss the 

hugs! Sports as a means of unwinding. The precious time with our Little People. Caring for the sick and homebound. Being in community. Yes, this 

season of sickness, social distancing, sheltering in place has severely interrupted our lives; nevertheless, Jesus invites us… 

 

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of 

building up the neighbor. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” For whatever was 

written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God 

of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. May the God 

of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:1-7 (NRSV) 

 

Instead of being motivated by fear disciples of Christ, let’s be motivated by love! Love for others is one of the greatest reasons to change our behavior. 

This applies to how we shop, work, travel, worship, educate our children, and interact with our neighbors. 

 

Be assured, conversations will not be cancelled. Fellowship and relationships will not be cancelled. Love will not be cancelled. Singing will not be 

cancelled. Phone calls will not be cancelled. Scripture reading will not be cancelled. Self-care will not be cancelled. FaceTime will not be cancelled. 

Letter-writing will not be cancelled. Kind words will not be cancelled. Hope will not be cancelled. Instead of being motivated by fear, let’s be 

motivated by love! Love for others is second greatest reasons to be Anchored In God! 

 

Lord, I bow to You with a humble heart and fall into Your strong arms. Keep my feet firm and my heart strong no matter the turmoil around me. Seal me 

with Your loving touch and protect me from this storm. In You I place my faith. Amen. 

 


