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Every Christian Is A Steward: 
                    The Duty and Blessing of Stewardship  

 

For if the intention and desire are 

there, the size of the gift doesn’t 

matter. Your gift is fully acceptable to 

God according to what you have, not 

what you don’t have.  

2 Corinthians 8:12 (TPT) 

 

The recent decline in the U.S. economy 

and this novel coronavirus brings anxiety 

woven with insecurity as we may try to 

hold on to whatever wealth we may have. 

Giving away wealth and treasures does 

not seem to be the thing to do now in the 

midst of potential unemployment, stock 

market decline, medical cost, sanitizing 

items, mortgages, rent…. The “good life,” 

whatever that was perceived to be, may 

never be the same. 

 

Enticements to make major purchases is 

sugar coated with “no money down” offers, 

delayed payments and discounted interest 

rates. A similar approach has influenced 

Christian living standards. Many 

Christians have lowered the perceived cost of what is required to follow the risen Christ. 

Jesus stated that those who would follow Him must deny themselves and take up their crosses 

and follow Him (Mark 8:34). Christ’s followers are to first give of themselves. “Anyone losing 

his life because of me will find it” (Matthew 10:39). 

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, we are thankful for all your financial stewardship during this 

time of financial insecurity. Unfortunately, our 2020 pledge financial stewardship fell short 

of our ministry needs. As our in-person worship services are paused amid the coronavirus 

outbreak, we are hopeful that you will live into your financial contributions to your church’s 

ministries, programs, and staff. 

 

Any understanding of Christian stewardship that doesn’t begin with the total surrender of 

self and all things to Christ cannot begin to approach the faithful meaning of Christian 

giving. All things–currencies, land, property, goods and services–will lose value at some point, 

resulting in discontent, struggle, restlessness and disillusionment. But the worth of a soul 

exceeds the total wealth of the entire world, Jesus said (Mark 8:36). 
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Every Christian is a steward. A steward is a trusted, responsible servant over all that is 

entrusted to him, which encompasses all of life. The value of a gift is judged not only by its 

size but also by the attitude of the heart and the motive behind it. Lasting memories often 

come from small gifts. Jesus said, “If you give a cup of water you do it as to me” (Matthew 

25:31-46). The young boy who gave his small loaves and fish to Jesus saw them transformed 

to feed thousands of people. The result was that many said of Jesus, “Surely this is the Prophet 

who is to come” (John 6:14). 

 

Now is a great time to take advantage of our electronic and recurring giving. We know you 

still want to make contributions even if we’re not in congregational worship. Please contact 

the church office, mail-in your contribution, or embrace our easy electronic giving through 

our safe and secure vendor – VANCO. The church office can provide you with further 

information on this method of giving.  

 

I pray and hope that financial support, encouraging and supportive prayers, care of each 

other will remain robust as 5th Avenue United Methodist Church faithfully and fear-lessly 

face the COVID-19 crisis. This Sunday’s worship service will be a reminder of our 2020 

Stewardship – Earn, Save, Give. Those without technology will be provided with a bulletin 

and sermon manuscript.  

 

God’s people, some changes are going to be required to maintain all programs and staff payroll 

for the time being. Remember we are the Church, a very creative institution. In the end we 

will find ways of fulfilling our mission and ultimately welcoming each other back to “5th 

Avenue United Methodist Church @ 323 South 5th Avenue, West Bend, Wisconsin 53095.”   

 

MONDAY, 23 MARCH 2020 – GOD CREATED EVERYTHING! 
 

Colossians 1:15-16 - “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth… all 

things were created through him and for him”  

 

The foundation of stewardship is built upon this reality.  

 

Stewardship in the Bible begins with the very first verse. We see in this passage that God is 

the creator of everything: He created the universe, the earth, and he created you. There’s not 

one particle in the entire world that was not created by God. This is the beginning of all 

biblical stewardship principles. 

 

Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

DAILY PRAYER – 

 

Heavenly Father, you know all the details of my day and every detail of my life. I 

humbly come to you today with my weaknesses and my “mess ups.” I know you are 

my redeemer and can help me overcome these moments. Grant me the strength in 
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You to start anew today and to know that your plan for me is one that leads to a 

wonderful future with You. You know what responsibilities I have before me today 

and you know all the things I will do. Please help me accomplish those tasks with 

a grateful heart and a joyful spirit. Please help me go to you in my times of being 

overwhelmed, instead of relying on food or caffeine as a way to get it all done. Help 

me to see myself the way you see me and not “hate” myself for any of my 

shortcomings. In my flesh I can do nothing, but with You, I can do all things. Help 

me to see the opportunities I have today as a blessing and not as a burden and help 

me to say no when I need rest. I will find my comfort and solace in You when it all 

feels like too much and know your peace is a peace that transcends all 

understanding. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.  

 
TUESDAY, 24 MARCH 2020 – GOD OWNS EVERYTHING! 
 

Colossians 1:20 - “and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.”  

 

As the owner of everything, God desires for all things to be redeemed (converted, delivered) 

including people, governments, businesses, and the arts. “So, whether you eat or drink, 

or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

 

Psalm 24:1 - "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those 

who dwell therein." 

 
DAILY PRAYER –  
 
WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 2020 – GOD DELEGATES RESPONSIBILITY! 
 
1 Corinthians 3:9 - “For we are laborers together with God: You are God’s vineyard; 

you are God’s building.  
 
God calls us to manage what he created on his behalf. If you haven’t noticed, you do not see 

the individual members of 5th Avenue UMC dairy farming, fishing for souls, or sharing the 

gospel. But, if you look with the eyes of faith, you can see God meeting the needs of people, 

drawing them to himself in faith, and tending to his creation through billions of people around 

the world. 

 

This theme of participating in God’s work is picked up by Paul in his first letter to the church 

at Corinth: “For we are God’s fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). Elsewhere, Paul 

mentions that we are “working together with him” (2 Corinthians 6:1). God is at work in 

your life, my life, and all-around God’s world, allowing each of us the blessed privilege of 

participating in his work.  
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Just look through the books of the bible to see many people that God has delegated 

responsibility to: 

 

 When Jesus builds his church, he does so through our participation in his work by 

preaching the gospel. 

 When you eat your bagel for breakfast, God provided it for you through the work of 

farmers, bakers, truck drivers, and grocery stores. 

 Just a couple of examples of gratitude and thanksgiving in the Bible.  

 

Genesis 1:26-28 - "Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.” 

 

So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 

and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, 'Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth.'” 

 
DAILY PRAYER –  
 
THURSDAY, 26 MARCH 2020 - WE PERSONALLY STEWARD RESOURCES! 
 
Hebrews 13:5 – “Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with 

what you have because He has said, “I will never leave you; I will always be by your 

side.” 

 

God commands us not to love money and to be content with what we have (Hebrews 13:5). 

But he also commands us to work and take care of ourselves and family financially. In doing 

so, you will fight with the tension of providing for ourselves and our family while facing the 

temptation to desire other people’s belongings and love money itself. 

 

Paul’s words are intended to convey that God commands us not to exploit, misuse, or 

manipulate others and their generosity. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 - “...and make it your goal to lead a peaceful life, mind your 

own business, and keep your hands busy in your work, as we have instructed you. 

12 That way you will live peacefully with those on the outside, and all your needs 

will be met without depending on others." 

 
DAILY PRAYER –  
 
FRIDAY, 27 MARCH 2020 - WE STEWARD RESOURCES FOR SAVING! 
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Matthew 6:19-21 - Some people store up treasures in their homes here on earth. This 

is a shortsighted practice—don’t undertake it. Moths and rust will eat up any 

treasure you may store here. Thieves may break into your homes and steal your 

precious trinkets. Instead, put up your treasures in heaven where moths do not 

attack, where rust does not corrode, and where thieves are barred at the door. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

God also leads us to save money for the future. Tomorrow, you do not know if you will face a 

hardship, such as an injury or sickness, and there will be a time when you’re no longer able 

to work due to your age. 

 

If you’re just getting started in your professional career or find yourself overextended 

financially, then fight the temptation to stress out about your situation openly. Seek the Lord 

and counsel from a financial advisor—take steps toward remedying your situation. 

 

Now, when it comes to saving, there is also a temptation to sin. You may place your trust and 

hope in the money you save instead of the Lord. You may be tempted not to give to your 

church or others because you love your savings too much (Matt. 6:19-21). 

 

If your savings account or 401K dropped below a certain level, would you lose all hope? Or, 

would you experience a moment of grief, but continue to trust in the Lord? 

 

James 4:14 - “The reality is you have no idea where your life will take you tomorrow. 

You are like a mist that appears one moment and then vanishes another.” 

 
DAILY PRAYER - 
 
SATURDAY, 28 MARCH 2020 - WE STEWARD RESOURCES FOR GIVING! 
 

Romans 12:2 – “Do not allow this world to mold you in its own image. Instead, be 

transformed from the inside out by renewing your mind. As a result, you will be 

able to discern what God wills and whatever God finds good, pleasing, and 

complete.” 

 

In the Bible, you can argue that Christians are or are not required to tithe. Regardless of your 

beliefs about tithing, one thing you cannot avoid is that God commands you to give 

generously. You can give via text in church, online giving, mobile giving or tried and true 

cash/check giving in the offering plate. 

 

Again, there will be times in your life when you may not be able to give as much as you like. 

But aim to steward your resources in such a way that you may be able to give more.  

 Jesus is the most generous person who ever lived. 
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 He left the comforts of heaven, took on human flesh, and gave his life on the 

cross so that we might live in him. 

 In response to Jesus’ generosity, we are called to be generous. 

 We are called to be generous with our money. 

 We are called to steward our possessions. 

 We are called to volunteer our time. 

 No one argues over whether Christians should be generous—it’s a hallmark of 

the Christian faith. 

 

Living the Christian life is more than just saying no to anything. Living the Christian life is 

more about living for God. When it comes to offering yourself to the Lord, you are called to 

renew your mind. Basically speaking, you renew your mind by studying the Bible, meditating 

upon the scriptures, and hearing the Scriptures preached. Renewing your mind is one way 

you can learn how to live for God. 

 

Regardless of what you believe about tithing—God is calling you to a generous life. 

 

As you offer your life as a living sacrifice to God, prayerfully consider what’s holding you back 

from being generous. God works through your tithes and offerings to advance his kingdom 

and bless his people. To participate in God’s work, it’s essential to live a generous life. A 

generous life includes serving with your time and talents. By the grace of God, strive to live 

the generous life God has called you to live. 

 

 Be generous like Jesus was generous. 

 Model Jesus’ generosity—and not get hung up on the theological details. 

 As a Christian, your goal is to be like Jesus. 

 Jesus modeled a generous life, and he calls you to reflect his generosity. 

 1 John 2:6 - “Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which 

[Jesus] walked”  

 Today, I encourage you to follow in the footsteps of your savior and live a generous life. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7- "The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must 

give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” 

 
DAILY PRAYER –  
 
SUNDAY, 20 MARCH 2020 - WE STEWARD RESOURCES FOR HELPING! 
 

As a steward of the resources God gives you, you will need to manage them in such a way  

that you can provide for the needs of others. Providing for others can include monetary gifts,  
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food, and clothing, or just being hospitable with what you have. When it comes to helping 

others, God desires for you to:  

 

 Take care of your family –  

1 Timothy 5:8 – “People who don’t take care of their relatives, and especially 

their own families, have given up their faith. They are worse than someone 

who doesn’t have faith in the Lord.”  

 

 Take care of your church –  

Galatians 6:6 – “Those who are taught the word of God should provide for their 

teachers, sharing all good things with them.” 

 

1 Timothy 5:17-18 – “The pastors who lead the church well should be paid well. 

They should receive double honor for faithfully preaching and teaching the 

revelation of the Word of God. For the Scriptures have taught us: “Do not 

muzzle an ox or forbid it to eat while it grinds the grain.” And also, “The one 

who labors deserves their wages.” 

 

 Take care of those in need –  

Matthew 25:35-40 – “For when you saw me hungry, you fed me. When you found 

me thirsty, you gave me something to drink. When I had no place to stay, you 

invited me in, and when I was poorly clothed, you covered me. When I was 

sick, you tenderly cared for me, and when I was in prison you visited me.’ 

“Then the godly will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 

and give you food and something to drink? When did we see you with no place 

to stay and invite you in? When did we see you poorly clothed and cover you? 

When did we see you sick and tenderly care for you, or in prison and visit 

you?’ “And the King will answer them, ‘Don’t you know? When you cared for 

one of the least important of these my little ones, my true brothers and sisters, 

you demonstrated love for me.’ 

 

1 John 3:17 - "If anyone sees a fellow believer in need and has the means to help him, 

yet shows no pity and closes his heart against him, how is it even possible that 

God’s love lives in him?” 

 
DAILY PRAYER –  
 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP CONFESSION PRAYER - Too often we sow sparingly, because 

we want to be the ones who reap. We don’t want to share the reward of our work. 

We question the motives of people who ask for our help. Open us, God, to the joy of 
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seeing others share in your abundance, knowing it is you who has sown every good 

gift. 

 

Too often we sow sparingly, because we fear we will not have enough. Empower us, 

God, to make the world a place where generosity does not feel risky. Encourage us 

to sow more love; and risk caring for each other. 

 

Too often we sow sparingly, because we lose confidence that our offerings make a 

difference. Help us, God, to know that in the very act of giving, we are praying for 

a healed world and pledging ourselves to help birth it. Remind us that our gifts are 

seeds that multiply into a great harvest. 

 

We confess that we sow sparingly, because we forget to see the world you are 

calling into being, emerging in the very midst of the world as we know it. We 

confess that we think this work is all up to us, instead of trusting your providence. 

Open our hearts and hands and minds, Generous One, to new vision and new trust. 

In the name of our generous Savior, Jesus we humbly pray. Amen. 
 


