
~INVITION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
 
OFFERTORY SONG:              “Let There Be Peace On Earth”                 UMH 431 
 

*DOXOLOGY:       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”               UMH 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose 
power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

God of righteousness, God of mercy: We have been called through the apostles to 
live in humble fear – not a fear that immobilizes, but a fear that empowers us because 
we know how much is at stake. We know there are implication for what we do and 
what we don’t do. God you have made of us an Easter people, ready to tell the news 
of death’s defeat, eager to share our joy and our money, alive with hope, 
accompanied by glory, on the road with Jesus. Bless our gathering, our gifts, and our 
going forth. We excitedly dedicate the gifts we give this morning to do the things 
your heart longs for your church to do; help our eyes to be opened to where you 
would use us. We pray in the name of our risen savior, Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

~OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP & VOLUNTEERISM ~                      

 
*CLOSING HYMN:                       “Bind Us Together”                            TFWS 2226 
 

~ BENEDICTION / BLESSING/ COMMISSION~                      

 
All: We need your presence on this lingering, distancing, Stay at Home road, Lord. 
On this perplexing dusty road, your church finds itself between fear and hope; the 
road between the bewilderment and the place of resurrection. Like the disciples 
walking the road to Emmaus, we need your company! Jesus, thank you for standing 
among us, in your risen power and speaking to our hearts today, burning hope in our 
lives. Strengthen us and give us courage for this daring journey ahead.  
 
Pastor: People of the Road, rejoice, for God is with you. Bring God’s love and peace to all 
whom you meet. Go in peace now and forever. And the re-energized travelers can say – 
AMEN! Amen! And Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE:                      “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                      UMH 454 
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YOUTH SUNDAY: ON THE 

COVID-19 EMMUS ROAD 
 

Have you ever been really confused about 
something, maybe a math problem or how 
to play a game? How does it feel when you 
finally solve the problem or understand the 
game? Awesome, right? 
 
In today's Bible account, two followers of 
Jesus just didn't get it. They didn't 
understand why Jesus suffered and died in 
Jerusalem. It took Jesus Himself to help 

them see and understand what really happened, and what that means for them and 
all who believe in Jesus! 

 
The Emmaus Road experience is not just a special Easter event for the spiritually 
mature. It is about Christ meeting each of us, especially our Youth, on the road of 
life. The miraculous story of the resurrection is taking place through and beyond the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. The risen Christ is with us and I thank God for the great 
faithfulness in witness of our 5th Avenue Youth! 

 
How are you experiencing Christ in the midst of your “coronavirus 

quarantine everyday” living this Easter? 

 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      



 
PRELUDE:                                      “Give Thanks”                                     TFWS 2036 
 

~GREETING ~                      

 
Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ! For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them. (Matthew 18:20) May each one of us find great joy and 
spiritual nourishment as we worship together today. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE:  
 
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.    People: And also, with you. 
 

LET US SHARE SIGNS OF CHRIST’S PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER. 
 

~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for opening our eyes to see the truth about Your 
death and resurrection, and the forgiveness and new life You give us. Help us to go 
and tell this wonderful Good News to everyone. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                         “I Love the Lord”                            W&S 3142 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (RESPONSIVELY) Adapted from Rev. Martha B. Peck, 2017 
 
Leader:  The road was sandy. Our feet were tired. 
People:  We talked about many things. We just wanted to get home. 
Leader:  We missed Jesus. 
People:  We were scared. We hoped it was true. 
Leader:  We did not know what to believe. 
People:  We did not notice the face of the one who walked beside us. 
Leader:  But our hearts burned… 
People:  We invited the stranger: Stay with us. 
 
OPENING PRAYER: (Unison) Adapted from Rev. Martha B. Peck, 2017 
 
Risen Christ, yours is the heartbeat of grace deep within us, the light step beside us 
on our journeys, the footprints in the sand, revealing how you carry us when we grow 
weary. Yours is the face we glimpse when we perceive one another’s holiness. Yours 

are the promises: that life conquers death, that goodness is stronger than evil, and 
that we can build our lives around your shining truth. Show us where you are today, 
in this place, and in each of us. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) Adapted from Rev. Martha B. Peck, 2017 
 
Holy God, we confess our slowness of heart. We have failed to see you in our brothers 
and sisters. We have failed to serve you in meeting the needs of our neighbors. We 
have failed to give our hearts to you. Holy God, we are selfish, scared, and often 
numb to the beauty of the world, and the potential for grace that is around us and 
within us. Awaken us today, to all that becomes possible, because you live. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Adapted from Rev. Martha B. Peck, 2017 
 
Friends on the journey, hear the good news of the gospel: Jesus is near. Grace is real. We do 
not have to be perfect in our actions or our beliefs. We need only to open our hearts—to 
mystery, love, presence and joy. 
 
*HYMN:                                        “Through It All”                                       UMH 507 
     

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
* Luke 24:13-35 (New Living Translation) (Unison) (Insert) 

 
L: The Word of God, for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 

 

SERMON:   “DESPAIR TO BELIEF —SATISFIED ON THE  
                                ROAD TO EMMAUS”                  Pastor Clarissa 
 

~THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE~                      

 
One: Lord in your mercy.        Many: Hear our prayer. 

 
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
Kingdom comes. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

Luke 24:13-35 (New Living Translation) 



That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven 
miles[a] from Jerusalem. 14 As they walked along they were talking about everything 
that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself 
suddenly came and began walking with them. 16 But God kept them from 
recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk 
along?” 
 
They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. Then one of them, Cleopas, 
replied, “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the 
things that have happened there the last few days.” “What things?” Jesus asked. 
“The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a 
prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God 
and all the people. But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the 
Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all happened three days ago. 
 
“Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this 
morning, and they came back with an amazing report. They said his body was 
missing, and they had seen angels who told them Jesus is alive! Some of our men ran 
out to see, and sure enough, his body was gone, just as the women had said.” 
 
Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that 
the prophets wrote in the Scriptures. Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Messiah 
would have to suffer all these things before entering his glory?” Then Jesus took 
them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. By this time, they were nearing Emmaus 
and the end of their journey. Jesus acted as if he were going on, but they begged him, 
“Stay the night with us, since it is getting late.” So, he went home with them. As they 
sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it to 
them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And at that 
moment he disappeared! 
 
They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on  
the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” And within the hour they were on their 
way back to Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had 
gathered with them, who said, “The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.” 
Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as 
they were walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was 
breaking the bread. 

 

 
Challenging things are happening in our world, 

(a virus that is making people sick, having us 

keep physically apart from family, friends, and 

school. This virus has also caused people to 

die.) It’s difficult to understand why this is 

occurring. We have to trust that God is at work, 

and that He has a plan especially now even 

when Mom & Dad doesn’t understand all that 

is happening.  

The disciples on the road to Emmaus didn’t 

recognize Jesus at first, and when He explained 

things to them, all of the pieces fell into place. 

We don’t always recognize what Jesus is doing 

in our lives, but one day we will see Him face 

to face. Meanwhile, we can look for how He is 

working through those around us, and commit 

to daily prayer and Bible study. 

When have you felt disappointed about 

something? Have you ever talked to someone 

important, and not realized who they were at first? 

Have you ever seen a movie or read a book that 

seemed mysterious, and then the story takes a twist 

or the conclusion helped things all come together 

in a grand “aha” moment? That must have been 

what the disciples experienced. Imagine – sadness 

and confusion sometimes happen to us, 

(coronavirus) but it can’t be understood or 

explained until later (how to prevent the 

transmission of the virus, testing for the virus, a 

vaccine). We are going through extremely hard 

time, but we are not alone and maybe our faith and 

trust in Jesus will help someone who’s 

experiencing sadness and confusion. Know that 

God is working. He promises us that He is always 

working for the good of those who love Him 

(Romans 8:28). We need to remain in prayer to 

God! (Pray) Amen! 


