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JIBBER JABBER 

ACROSS THE WOODEN 

FENCE 
 
I sought to see the Face of God, 

I climbed the highest steeple, 

But God declared, “Go down 

again, 

I dwell among my people.” 

- John Henry Cardinal Newman 

 
A blessed and loving greeting in 

the name of our Risen Savior!  

 

As the days have turned into 

weeks, and weeks into months, I 

am evermore grateful and 

acknowledge the grace of God. 

Thanking God for this 

overwhelming reminder that we are 

not in control and we are always 

dependent on God. Thank God for this remembrance that we should be grateful 

for all things – for groceries, store workers, healthcare workers, first 

responders, toilet paper, public transit persons, sanitizers, good health. 

Thank God for reminding us life is fragile, and “we had best appreciate the 

miracle and blessing that God has given us in creating us: for we are God’s 

masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 

things he planned for us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10 

 

I believe that this pandemic is not a punishment, yet, as followers of Christ, 

we are challenged to find God even in suffering. A test of faith - “when you’re 

in difficult times, that’s when you actually get to practice faith.” Trials 

will come to the life of the believer; we are to be prepared for them. 

 

I think the big question here is, how do we as followers of Christ give hope 

in the midst of this pandemic, distancing, and economic struggle? How do you 

make sure that coronavirus, and death, doesn’t have the last word? Alleluia!  

That’s what the resurrection is all about. And now people of God, we’re being 

asked to proclaim that. 

 

No, I don’t think God caused the coronavirus, but I see God’s good work 

everywhere. Look and be encouraged by the proof of the holy in these surprising 

places - person making the decision to love their neighbor as themselves, 

caring for their neighbor and the stranger, in every person  staying home even 

though it’s not convenient, in every doctor and nurse and health care worker 

who are putting themselves at risk, in every grocery store worker, first 

responder, mail carrier, service worker, and so many others that continue 

expose themselves so we can be safe. Thank you is a simple word, but it comes 

from the depths of our hearts. 
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• After the pandemic-caused postponement, the new prospective dates for The 

United Methodist Church’s General Conference are Aug. 31-Sept. 10, 2021. 

General Conference organizers have not confirmed the dates. 

 

The Council of Bishops said that once the General Conference dates are 

official, new dates will be announced for the five jurisdictional conferences, 

where new U.S. bishops are elected. The jurisdictional conferences, originally 

scheduled for July, are now on hold. 

 

The seven central conferences — church regions in Africa, Europe and the 

Philippines — also are rescheduling their meetings and bishop elections. Still 

to be determined is what the delay in bishop elections means for bishops who 

were to retire this year. The Council of Bishops plans to have a virtual 

meeting on April 29-May 1. 

 

The yearlong postponement of General Conference is unprecedented, according to 

the United Methodist Commission on Archives and History. 

 

• The 2020 Wisconsin Annual Conference has been postponed and rescheduled 

for Oct 23-24, 2020 at the KI Convention Center in Green Bay. Saturday, 

June 6th at 10:00am the WI Conference Cabinet will read the setting of 

appointments via Zoom. 

 

• Wisconsin legislature filed a lawsuit Tuesday in an attempt to reopen the 

state and block the extension of a stay-at-home order issued by state 

health officials to slow the spread of the coronavirus. The lawsuit filed 

with the Wisconsin Supreme Court seeks a temporary injunction against the 

order and a six-day stay so that a new emergency rule can be drawn up.  

 

The 5th Avenue Leadership will continue to monitor the issue. We will have 

online worship for April 26 and May 3. We are so very appreciative for all the 

prayers and support. Remember we are not alone. 

  

If you are like me, you find that from time to time your prayer life needs a 

jolt out of the rut it has fallen into. We tend to use the same phrases over 

and over. We tend to default to worn out phrases. We fall into patterns of 

mindless repetition. The devil hates prayer. Our own flesh does not naturally 

love it. It takes renewed discipline to instill this meaningful practice into 

our daily lives. 

 

John Piper wrote, prayer is a wartime walkie-talkie, not a domestic intercom. 

God is more like a general in Command Central than a butler waiting to bring 

you another pillow in the den. He is still Father, Lover, Friend, Physician, 

Shepherd, Helper, King, Savior, Lord, Counselor. But in this shaken frighten 

world, prayer will function best when we keep the frequency tuned to Command 

Central in these ambiguous times. 

 

Prayer remains one of the great and glorious mysteries of the universe that 

the all-knowing, all-wise, all-sovereign God should ordain to run his world in 

response to our prayers is mind-boggling. But that is the uniform witness of 

Scripture. God hears and answers the prayers of his people. People of God, do 
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not neglect this amazing way of influencing families, communities, nations and 

world and especially, churches and people’s hearts, especially your own. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

May God grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 

inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to understand with all 

the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 

the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all 

the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:16–19).  

 

 Mr. Charles “Chuck” P. Pischke, father of Ms. Carrie (Anthony) 

Kuhaupt, passed away on Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at Froedtert of West 

Bend Medical Center. Due to CDC restrictions, a Celebration of Life 

will held be at a later date. Cards of condolences can be mailed to 

Ms. Carrie at: 1735 Oshkosh Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54902. 

 Mr. Michael Langley 

 Mr. and Mrs. Al and Diane Clement – Respiratory concerns (on oxygen 

but no COVID-19) and rheumatoid arthritis. (Brother & Sister in law 

of Ms. Betty Clements) 

 Mrs. Jerri Bowerman and Family on the passing of Mr. James “Jim” 

Bowerman. 

 Mrs. Barb Koehler and Family on the passing of Mr. John Koehler. 

 Ms. Pat Barnhouse – continued healing of “sore throat.” 

 Ms. Linda Green – more chemotherapy and concerns about coronavirus 

with a weaken 

immune system. (Sister of Ms. Debra Matthies) 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson – prayers for healing. 

 Mr. Dennis Liepert – prayers for continued healing. 

 Mr. Len McGinnis – grateful for prayers and continued healing. 

 Mr. Bob Krell – prayers for healing. 

 Ms. Sheila Goehring – comfort in grief. 

 Ms. Mia Schaufle – continued healing. (Friend of Mr. Richard Sussman 

& Ms. Mandy Molina) 

 Mr. Michael Bartelt – continued healing. (Friend of Mr. Richard 

Sussman & Ms. Mandy Molina) 

 Ms. Kathy Allen Lovell – continued healing. (Friend of Mr. Richard 

Sussman & Ms. Mandy Molina) 

 Ms. Jessica Kreutzer – continued healing. (Friend of Mr. Richard 

Sussman & Ms. Mandy Molina) 

 Mr. and Mrs. Roger and Nobi Sacia – Mr. Roger has completed 

rehabilitation. Ms. Nobi and he are staying in place with their 

daughter in Madison, WI. Ms. Nobi has some health concerns and ask 

for prayers. 

 Mr. Steve Siebenaler – continued healing. (Son of Mr. & Mrs. Allan & 

Janice Liepert-Kempf) 

 Our World - Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble, but 

take heart! I have overcome the world” John 16:33 

 Those you lift up in the secrets of your hearts: 

_____________________________________  
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Lord Jesus Christ, thank you that you are the resurrection and the life, death 

holds no power over you. In your name, you have gathered your people to form 

the church. Your life and love are seen in the life and love of Christians 

within that church. May your church be like a city on a hill, shining your 

light into the darkness of the world. Neither death or life, angels or rulers, 

things present or future, height or depth, or anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate your people from your love. Through your mighty name, 

Amen 

 

Picture Christ appearing to the Apostles after the Resurrection. The 

resurrection of Jesus Christ is a historical reality that gives us boundless 

reasons for joy, even amid the present COVID-19 lockdown, with a promise of 

something even greater to come. Amen. 

 

God bless, 

 

Pastor Clarissa 

 


