
 
 
Lift Every Voice - "It's Friday, but Sunday's comin!" 
 
Greetings on this last Saturday of April 2020, 
 
People of God, we too often want to get back to normal, to the same old, same old. But that’s the whole point of 
Easter; there is no same old anymore. Everything is new. We might be living in a Good Friday kind of world, but 
we are of Easter. Easter after all, is the centerpiece for Christians, honoring and recalling Christ's triumph over 
death. And yet, our teleworship services these past week have provided a humongous barrier that kept us from 
speaking each other or being embarrassed by my own tears and fears. Thank you, God, for the secret desire, 
hunger, for ironic safety and anonymity of being in a isolated state. 
 
"Depressed?" Why even ask this loaded question? Well, in these past months I thought, will the world ever laugh 
again, will the new normal include touching, fellowship gatherings, or the joy of easy friendship, or the satisfaction 
of good hard work?  Yes, we’re living in a Good Friday world. 
 
A Good Friday world is a world full of suffering, questioning, unfairness, trouble, mistakes, hurts, isolation, loss of 
health, and economic insecurity, and grief. Good Friday commemorate Christ's suffering and death on the cross. 
This Good Friday season in the life of humanity certainly makes sense during this difficult time in our lives. How 
easy it is to stop right there, just short of healing, not realizing the hope of resurrection. The story did not stop on 
Friday. "It's Friday, but Sunday's comin!" 
 
Alleluia, we don’t stay as Good Friday people. We are Easter people. We are aware of darkness and sin, of poverty 
and pain. But we know Jesus has conquered sin and passed through his own pain to the glory of the Resurrection. 
Now we live in the light of the mystery of his Death and Resurrection. 
 
How are we to be Christ to this hurting desperate world? How are we to show neighborly love even during a 
pandemic?  The absolute answer will be found in our outlooks and attitudes – outlooks and attitudes that need to 
be formed, above all, by our Christian faith (rather than fear). It’s a faith that echoes the profound trust found in 
the Mary’s response to God,” Be it done unto me according to thy word,” a beloved prayer but also a timeless 
reflection where we’re reminded of our identity as Easter People. 
 
If our faith doesn't work at hard-hitting times like this, it is of little value for the rest of the time. Thanks be to God, 
it does work. We have the hope of healing and the greater hope of the resurrection of Jesus. We trust in God who 
has been faithful to strengthen us for the battle, work through us for His glory, and teach us to be dependent on 
Him. 
 
Hallelujah, Sunday's comin'. And I believe that with all of my heart and soul. Paul wrote in Romans: I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, 
then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from 
first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."   Romans 1:16-17 
 
5th Avenue UMC, even though we may be living in a Good Friday world today I have faith that Sunday's comin'! 
 
And the Resurrected people say, Amen! 
 
Pastor Clarissa 
 


