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PRAYER: Lord God, our loving heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for the glorious 

resurrection of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Your Son, our Passover Lamb, has taken away the 

sin of the world. Forgive us and all people. Your Son said, 'Peace be with you'. Bring your 

peace to the world and to our own country. We ask this through your risen Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

“THE EXPLOSIVE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION” 

 

If you had been at the cross on that terrible Good Friday, you probably would have vomited, or 

screamed, or pulled your hair, or thrown yourself on the ground and pounded the dirt and grind your 

teeth and sobbed yourself into exhaustion. Putting spikes through people’s arms and legs, and 

hanging them on a cross with their full body weight tearing their flesh, and smashing their legs, or 

driving a spear into their side are all unbearable to watch — let alone endure. 

 

Jesus volunteered for this. He chose it. It was not forced on him by any man. He said in John 10:18, 

“No one takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.” “Do you think that I cannot 

appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 

26:53). 

 

“Jesus volunteered for the cross. He chose it. It was not forced on him by humanity.” I’m not trapped, 

he would say. Do you think Herod and Pilate and the mobs and the soldiers are in charge here? They 

are but players in this drama my Father wrote. And he and I agreed: This is my role. I will be 

crucified. It’s my choice, not Pilate’s. 

 

There’s a name for this. It’s called love. Romans 5:8: “God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Question: How did Jesus endure this great suffering for the 

least deserving? 

 

The answer can be found in Hebrews 12:2: “For the joy that was set before him [Jesus] endured the 

cross.” The humiliation of being stripped and ridiculed. The lacerations of the scourging. The 

unbearable lightning bolts of pain from the spikes. Hour after hour, while at any moment he could 

have called on his Father for rescue, but instead chose the pain. All of it “for the joy that was set 

before him.” 

 

And what was that? What was the joy beyond the horrors of crucifixion that made this endurance 

possible? What was the joy beyond this greatest act of love that made this love possible?  

 

Here are several Scriptures where Jesus give us answers: “No one takes it from me. I lay it down of 

my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.” (John 

10:18). “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19). “The Son of Man 

must suffer many things and be killed, and after three days rise again.” (Mark 8:31). “All authority 

in heaven and earth will be mine.” (Matthew 28:18). “I will be the King over all kings and the Lord 

over all lords.” (Revelation 17:14). “I will be alive forevermore, and have the keys of Death and 
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Hades.” (Revelation 1:18). “I will have in my hand the check signed in my blood for the perfect, 

completed, irreversible purchase of my Bride.” (1 Corinthians 6:20). 

 

When Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus “for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,” this was 

that joy. This resurrection, this future, this hope, this joy streaming from the future into the horrible  

 

present was the power to suffer and love like this. If he were here — and he is here — this is what 

he would say to you. I want you to receive this personally from Jesus himself: “These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11). 

 

“This is what it means to be a Christian — to embrace the whole Christ. God intends that the joy 

that was set before Jesus and that gave him the power to endure the greatest suffering in the greatest 

act of love for the least deserving — God intends that joy to be your joy. This is what it means to 

be a Christian — to embrace the whole Christ: the suffering Christ, the risen Christ, the reigning 

Christ, the coming Christ, who says at every point, “I have come, that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be full.” 

 

The reason the resurrection has explosive power in our lives now is the same reason it had explosive 

power in the life of Jesus on Good Friday. In his case, the hope of resurrection was the joy that held 

him to the cross. And so, it is with us: for the joy that is set before us in the resurrection, we endure 

the cost of love, no matter how high, for the least deserving. 

 

The resurrection of Christ, and the resurrection of all Christians at his coming, was the sustaining 

power of Paul’s song in suffering and his love for jailers. In other words, for the joy that was set 

before Paul, he sang in the jails and loved the jailers. For the joy that was set before him, he sang 

hymns and saved sinners. 

 

And Jesus himself draws the double connection between that resurrection hope and singing in 

suffering, and that resurrection hope and loving the undeserving. Here’s the link between hope and 

singing: “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account [and strip you, and beat you with rods, and put you in stocks]. Rejoice 

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven in the joy of your risen Master at the resurrection.” 

(Matthew 5:11–12) 

 

Here’s the link between hope and loving: “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, 

the lame, the blind [the jailers, the slave girls], and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 

you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just in the joy of your risen Master at the 

resurrection. (Luke 14:13–14) 

 

One of the missing aspects of our online worship is the wonderful singing voice of our church 

family. So, in this chaotic world that we are in, how will we, then, when our suffering comes, sing 

to the Lord and love the jailer? The answer is: for the joy that is set before us. This is the 

EXPLOSIVE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION now. Singing to the Lord in suffering. And 

loving the jailer. This is Christianity. This is being a follower of a living risen Savior.  


