
echo through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the 
world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of 
peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for 
today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of 
temptation and testing, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that 
is love, now and forever. Amen. The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book 

 

~INVITION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 
 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
 

OFFERTORY SONG:              “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna “                       UMH 278                                                                              
 

*DOXOLOGY:       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”               UMH 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose 
power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

God of Power and Mercy, you have not deserted us; we have been tested, and yet we 
know we have never been far from your redeeming love. We celebrate your relentless 
caring, not only with the gifts we offer, but with our voices and testimony. We want 
the world to see what it means to live in the light of your love and mercy. Help us to 
guide our lives in your way. In the name of Christ, our Rock and Redeemer. Amen. 
(Psalm 66:8-20) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                            “Because He Lives”                          UMH 364 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
Pastor: I pray that out of God’s glorious riches you may be strengthened with power through 
the Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I 
pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. Ephesians 3:16- 21 
 

POSTLUDE:                                “Go Now in Peace”                                    UMH 665 
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“Lord, I am here taking a stand for what I believe is right. But now 
I am afraid. The people are looking to me for leadership and if I 
stand before them without strength and courage, they too will 
falter. I am at the end of my powers. I have nothing left. I’ve come 
to the point where I can’t face it alone.” 
 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. January 28, 1956 
 
 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 



~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:                                 “Pass It On”                                               UMH 572 
 

~WELCOME~                      

 
We pray that God will make a difference in your life as we worship together today. 

 
~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (RESPONSIVELY)  
 

I am afraid that our work is not finished. 
But God is able 
I am afraid this journey is not over 
But God is able 
I am afraid that I may not be able to do this 
But God is able 
And because God is able 
I am not afraid 
 
*PRAYER for ILLUMINATION: (UNISON) 
O God, for generations your people have come to a place where we cannot clearly see the 
future, and You have shown us the way. You have sent your prophets, you have provided 
dreams, you have opened doors that seemed shut and given opportunities to those who are 
lost. In the fullness of time you sent us Jesus and, in his name, we pray: 
Open our eyes God: to your Word and Wisdom, help us to hear you, help us to feel 
your never-ending presence and know in our heart that you are God and we are your 
people. May your scriptures remind us this day and always that God, you are able. 
 
*HYMN:                                        “Grace Alone”                                         TFWS 2162 
                        

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

 
Psalm 121, Assurance of God’s Protection 

 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? My help comes from 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth. The Lord will not let your foot be moved; God 
who keeps you will not slumber. The Lord who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. The sun 

shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all 
evil; The Lord will keep your life. God will keep your going out and your coming in 
from this time on and forevermore. 

 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

SERMON:                            "Our God Is Able"                 Pastor Clarissa 
 

~HOLY COMMUNION~ 
“Let Us Break Bread Together”   UMH 618 

 

 

~THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE~                      
                                        

Gracious and loving God, with gratitude for the gift of eternal Grace we come together in 
Christ’s name, just as we are, full of questions and doubts, but knowing that your promises 
are never changing.  For your church universal, for all those who have walked this path 
before us; for those whose love for your Church has resulted in sacrifice of togetherness, 
touch, singing: loving God, we thank you. For those harmed by the church, for those who 
are today suffering from the actions or inactions of the church; for those who are struggling 
with the Wisconsin Legislature decisions: loving God, give them your peace and heal 
their wounds. 
For all whom we do not see, the ones at the margins, the ones without voice: loving God, 
give them grace, and help us to see them with your eyes and hear them with your 
heart. 
For those who think differently than us, and who challenge us to see other possibilities: 
loving God, grant us your blessings and the ability to listen to one another. 
For those of us who are tired of self-isolation, unstable economy and cannot see the 
possibilities you have laid down for us; for those of us that feel hopeless, helpless, and 
defeated: loving God, we ask for strength. 
For the times we do not listen to the promptings of the Spirit and keep our hearts closed: 
loving God, shake us up! 
For the times we choose not to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in all its form in the 
world and within the body of Christ, loving God, we ask for forgiveness. 
For the times we forget that this is your church and that you are in control: loving God, 
remind us you are able. 
For those who are broken or hurting in body, mind, or spirit, especially those whom we 
name now, we lift our prayers: (Call out the name/s or pray in silence) loving God, we ask 
for healing. 
We lift these prayers and all the prayers of our hearts as we pray together: Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be, Father 
and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name 



Bread of Heaven Communion Liturgy 
 

At this table, all are welcome. The invisible shall be made visible and those on the margins 
given places of honor. Christ calls us forward to share in the mystery: that in pouring out 
our very selves we shall find life abundant and eternal. Yet when we accept the invitation we 
know we shall be changed. And so we confess our need and our desire for that holy 
transformation. 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart, and we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have failed to see your image in our 
sisters and brothers, calling some “friends” and others “enemies,” making 
distinctions between rich and poor, men and women, LGBTQI and straight, black 
and white, liberal and conservative. We have closed our eyes to those in need, and 
have believed those who tell us there are two kinds of people in the world: “us” and 
“them.” Forgive us, we pray. Open our eyes, correct our vision, and help us to see 
this world you love in all its glorious diversity and wonder. May the invisible become 
visible for us and in us and through us as Christ leads us ever closer to you. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: Christ lived, and died, and lives forever that we might know the depth 
of God’s love for us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! All: Glory to God. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to God our Creator! With joy we give our thanks and praise! 
 

Before anything was created, you were God. You spoke into the darkness and called forth 
light from darkness; by your Word you called order and beauty out of chaos. You created us 
out of ordinary dust, claimed us as beloved children made in your image and breathed into 
us the breath of life. You delivered us from captivity and made visible a path through the 
waters, making a way where there was no way, sending nourishment where none could be 
seen, and leading us through wilderness, so we could un-learn the ways of injustice and 
oppression. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. When 
we have needed reminders of your love, your grace, your truth, your desire for justice, you 
have sent signs and wonders, judges and prophets, people who have spoken your Word, 
who have proclaimed your vision for creation, who have taught us again and again to see 
with your eyes. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 
your name and join the unending hymn: Holy, holy, holy God, our life, our mercy, our 
strength, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Praise and glory to our God, who 
saves us! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest! 

 

Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus, who revealed to us your face, your nature, your love. Your 
Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce 
that the time had come when your kin’dom was emerging within us, among us, and through 
us. He saw those who had been outcast and invited them to the feast; he healed those who 
had been kept outside the circle and lifted up the humble and lowly. He ate with all and 
taught us to see in each person the image of God, the Belovedness of Christ, and the 
movement of the Holy Spirit. 
 

On the night before Jesus died, he shared a meal with his friends. And taking the bread, he 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you. Even when we are broken, God blesses us with nourishment and new life. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you: as the covenants of old were sealed with blood, so my life’s 
energy and love have been poured out as a sign of a new covenant of forgiveness and healing 
available to all. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering of love, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 
again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and the cup. Make 
them be for us the body and love of Christ, visible signs of your invisible grace, a sacred 
mystery that we carry with us that unites us with you, with Christ, and with each other as we 
pour ourselves out in love to proclaim your Good News throughout the world. Through 
your Beloved Child Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 
glory are yours, accepting God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

~All are invited to receive the bread and cup 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Holy One, though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not forge a 
new road for the journey we share? May we not seek a new dawn and a new dream, 
a new hope based on a strong faith that you are able to do what we cannot do alone? 
Though we are not of one opinion, may we not be of one heart? Open Your church 
to the fresh breezes of Your Spirit. Baptize Your church afresh with the rushing 
waters of Your Spirit. Renew, Revive, Renovate, Revitalize Your church, blessed 
God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen. 



~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
Give each Little Person a piece of paper. 

 
Good morning Little People, I need your help this morning. I need someone to help me draw a 
picture of God. I’m not very good at drawing. Can anyone here help me? Has anyone here seen 
God? What do you think God looks like? If we are made in God’s image or likeness, do you 
think that means God might look a little like you and me? Or could it mean that if God is love, 
then when we love we are like God? If God is kind, then when we are kind we are like God. If 
God brings comfort, encouragement, and joy, then when we do that, we are like God. God is 
truly amazing. God is bigger than we can imagine, as close to us as a loving parent or friend, and 
lives within and through us. 
 
Now you take out your piece of paper and draw your own picture of God! You don’t have to 
be an artist, just draw God as you personally see, hear, feel, experience or understand God in 
your life. This isn’t really a picture of God but rather your interpretation of how God is revealed 
in your life. Go with your first impulse; don’t overthink. You can’t get it wrong because it’s 
based on your own opinion. 
 
So how many of you actually tried? I’d like to encourage you do this again later today or during 
the week. How we conceive of God or describe God tells us a lot about how we have 
experienced God and the image we hold in our hearts and minds. Just like trying to tell someone 
what love is, talking about God is often beyond words. So, we use metaphors – God is like a 
father or mother, God is like a shepherd, God is like a pet ... While helpful, every metaphor falls 
short just as every attempt to describe another person always falls short. Simply put: we are more 
than the words used to describe us. Yet words do begin to paint a picture. 
 
Traditionally, Christians have understood and experienced God in the framework of the Trinity. 
While the Trinity doesn’t appear in the Bible, God is said to reveal himself as Father/Creator, 
Son/Redeemer, and Spirit/Counselor, Advocate and Guide. At that time, it was a wonderful 
way to give expression to their experience of God. Jesus’ practice of calling the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob “Abba,” or Daddy, led them to use Father as the primary metaphor for God. 
 
Believing that Jesus was God in human form, they framed him as the “one and only son of 
God,” and therefore God’s Son. Their experience of Jesus’ living presence that connected them 
with God led them to use the metaphor of dove, or Spirit, to describe God being with us. So, 
the traditional Trinity was born to aid the followers of Jesus as they sorted out their various 
spiritual experiences and to be able to talk about them in a meaningful way.   
 
Clergy Paul Smith shared an expanded way to think of the Trinity. See what you think and 
whether this is helpful to you as you try to “take in with all Christians the extravagant dimensions 

of Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise 
to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:18-19, The Message)  
 

 The Infinite Face of God. Paul states in Acts 17:28: This is the God in whom we “live and 

move and have our being.” This is the biggest God possible; this is a God of infinite love. Is 

your God big enough? 

 The Intimate Face of God. This is the God to whom we pray and talk, much as we might a 

parent or friend. Is your God close enough? 

 The Inner God. Jesus not only spoke ‘about’ God and ‘to’ God, but also about God being ‘in 

us’ and ‘we in God.’ Each of us is created in God’s image. As God was in Christ, so now God 

is within us. God wants us to grow up into his image, an image we see fully reflected in Jesus. 

That’s our ‘true self,’ the ‘self’ God created and intends us to be. We are to grow into the image 

and likeness of Jesus. That’s what it means to be fully human and be ‘like God’. Is your God 

“you” enough? 

On this 6th Sunday of Easter as we think about the Holy Trinity and how each of us experience 
and understand God, see if this new metaphor helps expand your image of God; see if the 
Infinite Face of God helps you sense God’s vastness, while the Intimate Face of God helps you 
experience God’s personal closeness, and the Inner Face of God reminds you of God’s desire 
for you and me to grow into this image and be God-bearers in the world.  
 
Let us pray: Infinite God, in whom we live and move and have our being; Intimate God, 
you are always with us; Inner God, we are the light of the world. Amen. 
 

Use this space to share with Pastor Clarissa your picture of God! 


