
~INVITION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
 
OFFERTORY SONG:              “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna “                       UMH 278                                                                              
 
*DOXOLOGY:       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”               UMH 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose 
power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Consoling and Guiding God, we bring our offerings and our very lives to your altar 
this morning. Many of us come feeling like we are in the midst of a storm, with 
disagreement and discord buffeting us from all directions. Help us to hear your voice 
in the midst of this, your call to serve, and your encouragement to endure for the 
work of the kingdom. Lead us to the light and hope of this Easter season, so we can 
joyfully and faithfully serve you in the world! In the name of Jesus, our rock and 
redeemer, we pray. Amen. (I Peter 2:19-25) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:   “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”   TFWS 2223 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 

P: God of steadfast love, you call us to be loving as you are loving. Help us to see 

ways that we might sacrifice and give so that others might experience the abundance 

of joy and fullness of life that comes only from you. Empower us to work for the 

freedom and release of those who are captive to addiction, fear, consumerism, 

exploitation, abuse, and neglect, so that they might experience your freedom and 

love. 

 
Pastor:  
Go from here fed and nourished to live as a faithful disciple of Jesus in your everyday world. 
Go from here with your eyes open to the needs all around. 
Go from here to feed the hungry – whether that hunger is a physical one, an emotional one, 
or a spiritual hunger. 
Go in peace in love and serve the Lord. Amen. Amen. And Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE:                                “Go Now in Peace”                                    UMH 665 
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Jesus looked up and saw the large crowd coming toward him.  
 

He asked 
Philip, 
“Where will 
we buy food 
to feed these 
people?  
 
Jesus took 
what his 
disciples 
were able to 
scrounge 
around for – 
2 fish and 5 
barley loves, 
a little boy’s 
lunch. 

      
Jesus, offering them to the Father, multiplied them under the feeding 
of the mighty crowd. There’s the celebration of the Eucharist - Jesus, 
up and down the centuries to the present day, feeds his hungry people. 
 
The hope and expectation are that all will find nourishment for their 
faith. 

 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 



~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:                                 “Pass It On”                                               UMH 572 
 

~WELCOME~                      

 
We pray that God will make a difference in your life as we worship together today. 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE:  
 

L: People of the Risen Savior - know that nothing can separate you from the love of God 
in Jesus Christ. Peace and joy be with you!    P: And also, with you! 
 

PLEASE SHARE THE PEACE OF CHRIST WITH THOSE NEAR YOU. 

 
~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
CENTERING MUSIC:                 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                    UMH 140 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: Based on John 6 (RESPONSIVELY)  
 
Why have you come to this place? 
We have come to find Jesus. 
Why have you come today? 
We are tired in body and spirit. 
Jesus bids you sit and be at ease. 
We are hungry with nothing to eat. 
Come and eat your fill. 
But there are only five barley loaves and two fish. 
There is plenty for all. 
Will we find wholeness here? 
Jesus gathers the fragments of our lives, that nothing may be lost. 
 
*PRAYER: (UNISON) 
Precious Lord, may your goodness and love be present amongst us today. Come 
bless our worship service with unity, hope and vision. Lord, we pray for unity. Build 
in us all a deep respect for one another so that your church may be one. Lord, we 
pray for hope. Come stir your hope within our anxious hearts and renew our wavering 
faith. Lord, we pray for vision. May your vision fill our lives as we seek to reveal and 

spread your love to a hurting and doubting world. We ask all this in the glorious 
name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
*HYMN:                            “If It Had Not Been for the Lord”                    UMH 2053 
                        

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
* Mark 6:45-52 (NLT) (Unison) 

 
Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and 
head across the lake to Bethsaida, while he sent the people home. After telling 
everyone good-bye, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Late that night, the 
disciples were in their boat in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was alone on land. 
He saw that they were in serious trouble, rowing hard and struggling against the 
wind and waves. About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, 
walking on the water. He intended to go past them, but when they saw him walking 
on the water, they cried out in terror, thinking he was a ghost. They were all terrified 
when they saw him. But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. 
“Take courage! I am here!”  Then he climbed into the boat, and the wind stopped. 
They were totally amazed, for they still didn’t understand the significance of the 
miracle of the loaves. Their hearts were too hard to take it in. 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

SERMON:    “The significance of the miracle of the loaves.”    Pastor Clarissa 
 

~THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE~                      
                                        

One: Lord in your mercy.        Many: Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray: Lord, at the beginning of this new day, I offer you my life. Come take my 
voice, may the words I speak be filled with encouragement and goodness. Come take 
my hands, may the work they create be generous and giving. Come take my feet, 
may the journeys I walk be led by your Spirit within. Come take my life Lord, for I 
love your goodness, your kindness and your leading. Amen. 
 
 

~HOLY COMMUNION~ 
 

“Let Us Break Bread Together”   UMH 618 



Bread of Heaven Communion Liturgy 
Adapted from - lifeinthelabyrinth.com 

 

This Lenten communion liturgy is based on John 6.  Just like the crowds, we want God’s 
love, the abundance of bread, healing from sickness, the peace of Christ. What we don’t 
necessarily want are the awkward and hard teachings that are a part of God’s love. We are 
like the crowds who say, “Give us this bread of heaven all of the time!” when what we really 
want are the buttery dinner rolls and the sweet Wonder bread. We prefer to pass on the 
seven-grain, whole wheat bread. But we can’t live on dinner rolls and Wonder bread alone. 
We need that seven-grain whole wheat bread, even though it doesn’t taste as good and is a 
little more difficult for us to digest. 
 
Apostle John tells of the feeding of the 5,000. The disciples come and tell Jesus there 
is a problem. but, Jesus ask Philip what is he going to do about it. Philip knew they 
didn’t have enough money to buy food for all these people, even if they could find it. 
Andrew chimes in about a boy with a lunch - 5 loaves and 2 fish; pointing out the 
silliness of trying to feed this enormous crowd. Jesus doesn’t chastise the disciples 
for failing to solve the problem or their lack of faith in believing there could be a 
solution. Nevertheless, they recognize they have an impossible food problem on their 
hands. Jesus, however, invites the multitude to sit down on the plentiful grass while 
he gives them something to eat. As we know, all things are possible in Christ. 
 
Jesus, the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, despite our lack of spiritual creativity, 
faith, and obedience, you once again renew the invitation to eat at your table. When we are 
willing to accept it, you remove the hunger and thirst of our souls. You satisfy us in ways 
that we cannot understand but so desperately need. For your faithfulness, we give you 
thanks. 
 
God, in whom we believe, you graciously fed our ancestors in the wilderness despite their 
complaining. With the same graciousness, you provide the Bread of Heaven to feed your 
Church. You have invited us into relationship with you not only in this life, but in life eternal. 
For your generosity, we give you thanks. 
 
Holy Spirit, our Comforter and our Corrector, you gather us together so that we may know 
God’s Word is true. You teach us how to see our sin and receive forgiving salvation. For 
your intercession, we give you thanks. 
 
Lord, as we take this bread, we remember that You are the bread of life. You feed our souls, 
you nourish our hearts and You give us sustenance to run the race before us. As we break 
the bread, we feel the softness of Your love for us. We smell the fragrance of the grace You 

release afresh each day. We thank you with all our hearts for the great price You paid when 
You were crucified on the cross for us. Yet just as the yeast has caused this bread to rise, 
You rose again, triumphant over death as Lord of Lords and King of Kings forever, and our 
beloved Saviour. Thank you, Lord. 
 
Lord, as we drink from this cup, we remember that you are the giver of life. You are 
forgiveness, You bring deep peace to our souls and Your love flows within us. As we pour 
out this fruit of the vine, we see Your sacrifice poured out for us. We notice the depth of 
Your goodness, and the pain You suffered for us. We dwell upon the complexity of human 
life, and the price You paid to set humanity free. Yet just as the tombstone rolled away to 
unleash the Risen Lord, your light shines in our hearts now, extinguishing all darkness to 
release Heavens blessings upon us. Thank you, Lord. 
 
Now as we prepare to enter into communion with you once again, we pray that you would 
transform this simple loaf and common cup into that which satisfies. May we receive with 
our earthly bodies your heavenly meal so that we may abide in you and in one another. As 
those gathered in your name, we join our voices in prayer, praying with the words we learned 
as children, saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses., as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Jesus’ teaching about the bread and the wine was too harsh for some. They didn’t want this 
new bread and new wine but the manna of their ancestors. They wanted full stomachs today 
rather than abiding in the presence of Jesus for eternity. At this, many of his disciples turned 
away and no longer accompanied him. Jesus asked the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave? 
Simon Peter answered, “Lord, where would we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
believe and know that you are God’s holy one.”  
 
Jesus’ question was not a challenge to leave but an invitation to stay and be fed. If you are 
willing to accept the invitation, come, sit and eat your fill. Amen. 
 

~All are invited to receive the bread and cup 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Faithful, generous, abiding God, we give you thanks for the Bread of Heaven and 
the Cup of Salvation. May the taste of this meal linger so that we will be strengthened 
in our journey of revival, restoration, and revisioning. Give us courage to hear what 
may seem harsh so that we can find a deeper relationship with you. To your amazing 
glory, amen. 



~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
Good morning Little People, 
 
Theme: Little becomes much in God's hands. 
 
Object: A paper bag with one peanut butter crackers and a couple of pieces of fruit. 
 
Scripture: They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over. Matthew 14:20 (NIV) 
 
Are you hungry? I am! Sometimes I get really hungry during church. What would you think 
if we had a little snack this morning instead of a children's sermon? I brought a bag with my 
snack in it. Let's see what is in here. Oh my, we have a problem. All I have is one peanut 
butter crackers and a couple of pieces of fruit. I don't think there is any way that would be 
enough to feed all of you. Let's see. One, two, three, four, five... no way. There just isn't 
enough for all of you. 
 
That reminds me of something that happened to Jesus and his disciples one day. Jesus and 
his disciples were very tired and needed some time to relax. They got into a boat and went 
away to a quiet place to rest. When they reached their destination, there were people there 
waiting for Jesus. The Bible tells us that there were Five thousand men and who knows how 
many women and children! They wanted Jesus to teach them and heal the sick. Jesus needed 
to rest, but when he saw the people, he loved them so much that he forgot all about being 
tired. He healed the sick and taught the people about the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Soon it was time to eat. The disciples went to Jesus and said, "It is getting late and we are 
hungry. Send the people away so that we can go and get something to eat." Jesus answered, 
"They don't need to go away," Jesus said, "you feed them." "Feed them? How can we feed 
them? We have five loaves of bread and two small fish. That is all the food we have." Jesus 
told the disciples bring him the loaves and fish and to tell everyone to sit down on the grass. 
Jesus took the loaves and fish and looked up to heaven and gave thanks. He then gave the 
food to the disciples to give to the people. 
 
If I were to share my snack with you today, there might be enough for each of you to have 
one tiny bite. But when Jesus blessed the loaves and fish, the Bible says that everyone ate 
until they were full! Wait! That's not all! After they had eaten until they were full, they 
gathered up the leftovers and there were twelve baskets full. Can you imagine taking this one 
cracker and two pieces of fruit and feeding everyone here today and still having food left 
over? We couldn't do it, but God could. 

What can we learn from this Bible lesson today? We learn that when we give what we have 
to God, he can take it, bless it, 
and do more than we could 
ever imagine. Even though we 
may not have very much, little 
becomes much when it is 
placed in God's hands. 
 
Dear Father, just as Jesus 
used the lunch of a small 
boy to feed more than five 
thousand people, we pray 
that you will use the boys 
and girls here today to bless 
everyone they meet each 
day. Amen. 
 

 

  
Help Jesus and the disciples find the way to the crowd. 


