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Captured. Committed. Contagious. - 5th Avenue UMC Marks of True Christian Community 
 

As conversations are beginning to revision our reentry into 

our “new normal; it’s a time to be creative and unique as we 

assess our church, community, our circle of family and 

friends.  

 

Acts 2:42-47 (The Voice) - The community continually 

committed themselves to learning what the apostles taught 

them, gathering for fellowship, breaking bread, and praying. 

Everyone felt a sense of awe because the apostles were doing 

many signs and wonders among them. There was an intense 

sense of togetherness among all who believed; they shared all 

their material possessions in trust. They sold any possessions 

and goods that did not benefit the community and used the money to help everyone in need. They were unified as they 

worshiped at the temple day after day. In homes, they broke bread and shared meals with glad and generous hearts. The 

new disciples praised God, and they enjoyed the goodwill of all the people of the city. Day after day the Lord added to 

their number everyone who was experiencing liberation. 

 

These six verses can help us to revision and reshaped our perception for community in the local church. They paint a 

vivid picture of what denoted the very first church — what held those believers together after Jesus left them here on 

earth, what inspired them to leave everything behind for his sake, and what sustained them in the face of horrible 

opposition and persecution. Acts 2:42–47 describes this community of faith for the sake of our Christian communities 

today. The passage is short enough to memorize, and yet big enough to shape years, even decades, of life in the local 

church, and captures for us at least six markings of true Christian community. 

 

 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. 

 2:43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 

 2:44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 

 2:45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

 2:46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 

with glad and generous hearts, 

 2:47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 

those who were being saved. 

 

What part of this description of the first century church bothers you the most? Is it the devotion part of it? What about 

selling possessions and goods, then giving to anyone who has a need? How about going to church every day? Then, 

there's having people over for dinner and going to other people’s homes all the while doing it with a glad and sincere 

heart. Which of these would be the hardest for you to do? Why?  

 

To a large degree our priorities are defined by our expectations. The first century church thought Jesus' return was 

imminent. They were living as if that could happen any day at any minute. How would your life be different today if 

you thought Jesus was coming back tomorrow or next month? How would your priorities change base upon your 

expectations? How would you reorder your priorities? 

 

Luke does not provide this description of the early church in order to cause us to despair or cause us to think less of our 

current congregational lives. No, he is trying to get us to understand what the Church can be when it yields itself to 

gospel wholesomeness and belief. The New Testament does presents us with plenty of less-than-glowing pictures of 

the Church. It is encouraging, then, to find what we find in this text. 
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What do we find?  Simply this: The early church was a learning, fellowshipping, praying, 

awe-filled, power-demonstrating, radically generous, consistent, glad, praise-

filled, well-thought-of, growing body of Jesus followers. 

 

That’s a long, full sentence, but no word in it is filler.  All of those descriptors are rooted in our text. 

 

These community verses testify to what happens when God’s people come together: 

 

 They worshipped and praised God, remembering their unity in the same faith. 

 They prayed. 

 They delved into God’s Word. 

 They ministered to each other and inspired each other to serve God. 

 They encouraged each other with what they experienced and learnt. 

 They broke bread and remembered Jesus’ sacrifice. 

 The Holy Spirit empowered them to heal, minister, and share the good news with others. 

 

What’s notable is that many—if not most—of these things can happen even when God’s people do not meet in large 

groups. In fact, members of the early church often had to meet in small groups at home because they were under 

persecution. In many countries, Christians still do that because of restrictions on worship. 

 

The church that endures will be a church that leaves no one behind. It will be a church that promotes the welfare of all 

its members as well as its community. This church is where the outside world wants to participate in. Our witness to 

the world will be known by our actions and our love. 

 

 

Monday, 4 May 2020 - A healthy church is marked by biblical commitments and the fruit of those commitments. 

 

Acts 4:42–47 challenges us with the significance of spending time breaking bread with one another. Imagine that you 

are given the opportunity to have a meal with any three people, living or deceased. Who would be on your guest list 

and why? Why do you think the early Church was characterized by believers breaking bread together? What other 

habits did the early church cultivate that helped to promote spiritual health and growth? 

 

Daily Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, this congregation is yours and you are at work here and now, for the glory of your 

Kingdom. Help us to trust your Word in how you have revealed the ways in which you work in this world through your 

Body. When we long for the past, remind us you are present now. When we worry about the future, remind us you are 

faithful to your purposes and ways. When we grow weary of our calling, remind us again of your gift of new life that 

refreshes and renews us. Use us mightily for your glory in whatever way is needful in this time and place. Gather your 

whole church into the glory of your Kingdom. We pray this in your most holy and precious name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, 5 May 2020 - Examining several positive characteristics of the early Church., what are the impact of 

these habits on the growth and influence of the Church. 

 

Acts 2:42–47. A healthy church is marked by biblical commitments and the fruit of those commitments. After Peter’s 

famous sermon at Pentecost, many come to be saved, and the church in Jerusalem is created. As we read, we will learn 

what God expects from His Church, as well the general fruit we can expect from our devotion. Acts 2:42 - A healthy 

church is continually devoted to biblical teaching, fellowship and worship expressed through prayer and meal-sharing. 

Luke begins by saying “they devoted themselves” to various things.  
 
Daily Prayer: 
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Wednesday, 6 May 2020 - The term “they” refers to Peter and the disciples, the 120 other followers of Christ who 

had been praying and waiting on the Spirit’s arrival, and the diverse group of Jews who had recently received the 
Gospel message at Pentecost (Acts 1:15; 2:5, 14, 41). 

 

Acts 2:42–47. After Peter testified concerning Christ’s life, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension, some of the 

unbelieving Jews listening were “cut to the heart” and asked in godly sorrow how they should respond to this Gospel 

message. Peter told them to repent, be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit (vv. 2:37–38). After all the repenting and 

baptizing was completed for the day, the disciples looked up to find that “three thousand souls” were added to their 

number (v. 2:41). These 3,000 converts joined the current community of Jesus’ followers, creating at Pentecost a 

spectacle the world had never seen before: the birth of the Church. 

 

Also, in verse 42, Luke not only tells us who “they” are, but what they are doing. These believers are not passive, but 

rather, Luke tells us that they “devote themselves” to various commitments. The word devote, in the original language, 

is not a one-time verb, but a continuous one. It means “continued steadfastly” or “constantly and continually give 

unremitting care” to something. To illustrate the intensity of this word, we can imagine the devotion a newly birthed 

baby shows to the things that keep her alive and well. She does not reach out for the things that keep her healthy only 

once, but instead (as many parents can attest), she will constantly reach for these things, day and night. This is the type 

of continual devotion this newly birthed Church shows to the things that will keep it healthy and thriving. 

 

The Church is not sitting idle. It is actively devoted to a handful of things that we, too, must remain devoted to if we 

desire to remain spiritually healthy. In your daily rhythms, what do you reach for instinctively and habitually to sustain 

you? 

 
Daily Prayer: 
 

 

Thursday, 7 May 2020 - When you hear the term spiritual disciplines, what is your first reaction? What types of 

activities come to mind? 

 

The young church is committed to three ongoing activities: the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, and the breaking of bread 

and prayers. 

 

Acts 2:42–47. The apostles’ teachings. In this time before the New Testament, the apostles taught and led with what 

they had been given so far. As newborns in the faith, these infant believers continually reach out for spiritual 

nourishment from the apostles and devote themselves to taking in as much teaching about their Savior as possible. 

These new Jewish converts have never met this Jesus in person. All they know is what the apostles have told them so 

far, and now that they are believers, they want to drink in all that they can about the Messiah who has finally come. 

How exciting and exhausting it must have been for the 12 apostles to impart this teaching to the hungry and inquisitive 

thousands. Yet they did, and we are beneficiaries of their teaching even now. Their example shows us that the backbone 

of any healthy Christian church is biblical teaching. 

 

 What importance do you give reading the Bible in your daily life? 

 What does a typical time of reading the Bible consist of for you? 

 
Daily Prayer: 
 
  
Friday, 8 May 2020 - Fellowship.  

 

Acts 2:42–47. This church community was a brand-new entity with spiritual ties that bound it together. In fact, the 

Greek word used for “fellowship” here is not even found in the Gospels. Its first occurrence is here in Acts, at the birth 

of the church. The root idea behind this word is “commonality,” “commonness” or “communion.” Each time this word 
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is used in the New Testament, it carries the concept of sharing and giving, whether that includes possessions, meals, 

homes, resources or even circumstances. 

 

Fellowship. We see the Church not only reaching for good teaching, but reaching to one another for tangible support. 

Fellowship is not fellowship if sharing and giving are not involved. Real community as seen in the infant Church shows 

us that fellowship costs us something. Instead of having an eye for our own needs, our eye should be on giving ourselves 

away for the good of others. 

 

 Can you think of a time when you sacrificed something of your own for your church or community? 

 Is this something you’re challenged to do often? 

 

Daily Prayer: 
 
 

Saturday, 9 May 2020 - The breaking of bread and prayers (worship).  

 

Acts 2:42–47. Worship through the “breaking of bread” happened in both formal and informal ways. At Christian 

gatherings, these believers would eat their primary meal, and once it was consumed, they would gather the remaining 

bread and wine and use it to ritualistically remember Christ’s substitutionary death for them (we now call the Lord’s 

Supper.) This was a formal way of acknowledging Jesus’ work on their behalf in worship. These believers would often 

eat meals together to worship God in their everyday lives. 

 

Prayer is another way we see them worshipping God together; sharing prayer times together in their private homes on 

an ongoing. When we evaluate our own forms of worship, we must ask ourselves not only if we are participating in 

meal-sharing, the Lord’s Supper and prayer, but if we are engaging in these things consistently, as we see modeled by 

the early church. 

 

 How often do you gather for worship and fellowship with other Christians? 

 What are the reasons that you attend a weekly church service? 

 

Daily Prayer:  
 
 
Sunday, 10 May 2020 - The results of a church with biblical commitments are awe, radical generosity, unity 
and joy, and evangelistic favor and fruit. 

 

Acts 2:42–47. Luke showed us the ongoing commitments of the early church in Jerusalem. The results of these 

commitments: 

 

A sense of awe in the community (v. 43). “awe came upon every soul.” While the believers themselves were surely in 

awe of God during these early days of the Church, this phrase refers specifically, to those in the surrounding Jewish 

community outside the Church. Due to the intensity of love between all these members of the Church, their constant 

devotion, and the incredible works being done by the apostles, a lingering sense of awe rested on many of the 

surrounding community members. 

 

When the Church is continually devoted to the right things, many in its surrounding community should notice and have 

a wondrous impression that God is truly present among these people. 

 

Radical generosity (v. 44–45). By obeying the apostle’s teaching, which was just Jesus’ teaching handed down, the 

Church was mimicking the most generous man in the world. Just as Jesus would share all that He had in common with 

them, namely His status before the Father, so they would share “all things in common” with one another (v.44). 
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Acts 2:46 and 3:1 reveal their faithfulness in attending worship services, it is reasonable to conclude that these Jewish 

Christians used these familiar formal times to pray and worship God, though now they would do so in Christ. 

 

As the apostles taught them of the radical generosity of Christ, and they experienced it for themselves, this generosity 

could not help but overflow into the lives of others. We must ask ourselves if we consider ourselves part of the general 

trend of this kind of radical generosity, or if we, clinging to our belongings, often consider ourselves the exception. 

 

 What do you think people notice most about your life? Your church community? 

 When you decide to give, what is the motivating factor behind your generosity? 

 

Supernatural unity and joy in everyday life (v. 46). These new believers did not simply write checks to one another and 

go on their way, but instead, they were unified “together” on a “day by day” basis, whether that was going to the worship 

together, engaging in the Lord’s supper together, praying together, or meal-sharing together. Every part of their life was 

drenched with the presence of other believers who shared the same unified heart characterized by gladness and 

generosity.  

 

 What event or gathering are you the most excited to participate in during the week? 

 Do you feel closer and more connected to your church family or your non-Christian friends? Why? 

 

Evangelistic favor and fruit (v. 47). The text shows us that as this infant church praises God, they end up “having favor 

with all the people” in their surrounding community. While having favor with a surrounding community is an incredible 

gift, verse 47 also reveals that God “added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

 

When a healthy church is committed to the right things, God grants not only favor, but fruit. This verse leads us to 

examine our own witness in the world. These believers were not seeking favor and fruit as their principal goal, but 

instead favor and fruit were noticeable results of their principal goals. We must look at the lost in our lives and ask if 

we are gaining favor and fruit 

 

As we revision ourselves being 5th Avenue United Methodist Church, what will that look like as we transition back 

together in gathered physical worship? What are you joys? What are your concerns? What steps or process can your 

leadership take to calm fears and move us to a joyous safe return? Please share the answers to these questions as we 

prayerfully begin this hopeful conversation towards - “church” post coronavirus pandemic. 

 
Daily Prayer: 
 

Ponder these scriptures: 

 

 Have I found the believers I need to help me believe (Hebrews 3:12–13)?  

 Am I making the most of those relationships (Hebrews 10:24)?  

 Do unbelievers see us living together for something beyond this world (John 13:35)? 

 

 

PRAYERS & CONCERNS 
 

 From Reverend Forest Wells, South East District Superintendent - South 

East District Clergy, I am grieved to inform you that Rev. Timothy 

Berlew, our colleague, brother and friend has died. After missing 

meetings, a caring visit was conducted at the parsonage and he was found 

in eternal rest. Since coming to Wisconsin, Tim served as pastor at 

Greenfield: Memorial UMC, Kenosha: First UMC and currently at Wauwatosa 

Avenue UMC. Tim is loved and will be greatly missed. Please keep his 

mother, family and the Wauwatosa Avenue congregation in your prayers. Let 
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us remember the frailty and brevity of life. In the midst of life, we are 

in death. Yet, we await the resurrection. 

 Mr. Robert “Bob” Edison, husband of Ms. Dot Edison, passed away Friday, 

25 April 2020. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Cards 

of Condolences can be mailed to Ms. Dot at: 107 Cedar Ridge Drive, #N223, 

West Bend, Wisconsin 53095. 

 Ms. Nancy J. Mason, 87, of West Bend died Monday, April 27, 2020 at Cedar 

Crossings West Bend. Private service was held. 

 Ms. Carrie (Anthony) Kuhaupt, on the passing of her father, Mr. Charles 

“Chuck” P. Pischke. Cards of condolences can be mailed to Ms. Carrie 

at: 1735 Oshkosh Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54902. 

 Mr. Michael Langley, Ms. Emily Cording, (daughter of Ms. Ann Cording) 

boyfriend’s brother. Cardiac condition exacerbated with other medical 

concerns.  

 Mr. and Mrs. Al and Diane Clement – Respiratory concerns (on oxygen but 

no COVID-19) and rheumatoid arthritis. (Brother & Sister in law of Ms. 

Betty Clements) 

 Mrs. Jerri Bowerman and Family on the passing of Mr. James “Jim” 

Bowerman. 

 Mrs. Barb Koehler and Family on the passing of Mr. John Koehler. 

 Ms. Linda Green – more chemotherapy and concerns about coronavirus with 

a weaken 

immune system. (Sister of Ms. Debra Matthies) 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson – prayers for healing. 

 Mr. Dennis Liepert – prayers for continued healing. 

 Mr. Bob Krell – prayers for healing. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Roger and Nobi Sacia – Mr. Roger has completed 

rehabilitation. Ms. Nobi and he are staying in place with their daughter 

in Madison, WI. Ms. Nobi has some health concerns and ask for prayers. 

 Mr. Steve Siebenaler – continued healing. (Son of Mr. & Mrs. Allan & 

Janice Liepert-Kempf) 

 Mothers, surrogate Mothers, women and men as Mothers. 

 Those that find their cupboards empty. 

 All those that are caring for others.  

 Our World - Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble, but take 

heart! I have overcome the world” John 16:33 

 Those you lift up in the secrets of your hearts: 

_____________________________________  

 

 

Let us pray: God, you know me so well. You created me. You know the number of hairs on my head, and you 

even know the thoughts conceived in my heart before I ever vocalize them. You've told us to come to you and 

ask for my every need of life. You are Jehovah-Rapha, the God who heals. I'm coming to you today as your child, 

longing to hear from you and asking for your divine healing. There's so much I don't understand about what is 

occurring in my life and especially in this world. But I do know that with one touch, one word, you can make me 

and my world whole. Please forgive me of my sins, cleanse me of my unrighteousness, and begin your healing 

from the inside out. 

 

I don't always know what your will is Lord, especially in times like now, when I desperately seek your face. I 

offer you no promises, no bargains, no deals to exchange for my health. I simply bow my heart before you to tell 

you the desire of my heart: that I want to spend as many years as I can loving you here, loving others, and 

wanting to become more like you. However, you choose to accomplish that is up to you, let thy will be done. If 
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you use doctors to provide healing, give them wisdom to know what to do. Regardless of how you accomplish it, 

the healing you give is always miraculous. And you deserve all the praise. 

 

But if your answer is no, or not now, I know that your grace is sufficient for me. Ultimately, I want your will to 

be my will. I not only need and want your physical healing, Lord, but a thorough, deep-down cleansing and 

strengthening—a whole-hearted renewal of all that I am. Because all that I am is yours. Use this trial to 

strengthen me from a "what-if" faith to a "no-matter-what" faith. And no matter what, I choose to honor you 

and give you glory. In Jesus's name, Amen. 

 

Keeping each of you always in our thoughts & prayers, 

 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 

 


