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COURAGE & FAITH NUGGETS FROM 
JAMES FOR LIFE’S JOURNEY  

 

On our journey to our eternal home, we will encounter 
trouble along the way. We may not always understand 
why God allows it or makes future use of the experience, 
but God does. Could it be that our Creator is more 
concerned with the inside of us rather than the outside 
circumstances? 
 
While on our journey here on this earth, one of the best 
tests of Christian growth and maturity is difficulties. 

Maybe a 5 months pandemic? If you’re like most people, not only is stress and cabin fever 
going on in your life, you’re probably hoping and needing a miracle. Well, sometimes celebrating 
a holiday like Memorial Day, a solemn day of remembrance for everyone who has died serving 
in the American armed forces, which is also synonymous with the start of summer, with the 
long weekend that many Americans use to celebrate the season.  
 
Any time that we bring our problems to God provides Him with opportunities to do a work of 
grace and healing in our lives and families. When a Christian goes through personal trials, they 
discover the kind of courage and faith they really possess. James wrote to his audience to 
show that God wants to produce in us the kind of faith that overcomes even when it seems 
impossible (James 1:12).  Peter agreed with James that trials not only reveal our faith, but they 
also help develop our character by fire (1 Peter 4:12-13). 
 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  James 1:2-8. 
 
James was ultimately stoned to death around 62 AD.  He was well acquainted with trials, yet 
despite them, he had an abiding joy and encouraged his readers to live a godly life by faith.  
Not saving faith, or even justifying faith, but rather a “practical faith” that is fully persuaded that 
God’s loving intervention was not just for our past trials, but present and future as well.  
Ironically, James believed faith is more than mere words and knowledge, it is demonstrated by 
obedience and overtly responds to the promises of God thriving on all the obstacles one may 
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face (1 Thessalonian 3:3). Let’s dig ‘deeper’ below the surface and see what spiritual nuggets 
we can unearth from James, the half-brother of our Lord Jesus. 
 
Please enjoy this YouTube video of one of my favorite beloved classics, “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow/What a Wonderful World” redefined by Israel 'Iz' Kamakawiwo'ole, "the voice of Hawaii." 
The native Hawaiian -- better known as Iz -- was a musician, singer and songwriter whose 
ukulele medley of Somewhere Over the Rainbow/What a Wonderful World put a heartwarming 
spin on the beloved classic. This version ended one of my favorite movies, “Meet Joe Black.” 
Enjoy!    https://youtu.be/fMSezPwq2js 
 
Monday, May 25, 2020 - Nugget #1 – God will bless you, if you don’t give up when your faith 
is being tested. He will reward you with a glorious life, just as he rewards everyone who loves 
him. (James 1:12). 
 
Like James, we must understand that God allows tests to show the strength, not the weakness 
of our faith. God is not out to harm us. When we look beyond the present and see the outcome 
God intends to produce through our trials, we will experience His joy. But in order to embrace 
the process willingly, we must embrace these two principles:   

• Seek character above pleasure, and  
• Place eternity’s rewards above our present moment of difficulties. 

 
Prayer: God of Life, hear the prayers of your people. Like those who have gone before us, we 
want to trust that your spirit abides among us and we have no need of fear. Yet, we often find 
ourselves drawn into the dark places in our lives causing us to lose sight of you. We do not 
want to be a people who lives in the fearful, angry shadows any longer. You are our God and 
your works are amazingly wonderful! 
 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 - Nugget #2 – We are always assured of God’s help when we need 
Him the most! If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and it will be given to you. 
God is generous and won’t correct you for asking. (James 1:5) 
 
Like Moses and Daniel, we see trials doing several things depending upon how we respond to 
them:   

• We can panic (what will I do, this is too difficult for me),  
• We may fear to trust God 

https://youtu.be/fMSezPwq2js
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• This is an opportunity for me to grow.  
 

But James reminds us that God will provide “wisdom” (direction, guidance) during the storm 
Remember, wisdom is the capacity to apply spiritual truths to daily decisions. 
 
Prayer: Holy God, in the stresses of our days, we forget to turn to you. You fill the skies with 
your majesty to remind us that we are part of your Creation. Make us mindful of our resources 
that we may truly be good stewards of all that has been entrusted to us. You want us to honor 
you and the gifts of your Creation from one generation to the next. Stir us to action, even small 
ones, that will save ocean life and stop pollution of earth and air. It matters what we say and 
do when we walk in the world bearing your name. 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020 - Nugget #3 – Testing carries the idea of producing endurance! My 
friends, be glad, even if you have a lot of trouble. You know that you learn to endure by having 
your faith tested. 4 But you must learn to endure everything, so that you will be completely 
mature and not lacking in anything. (James 1:2-3) 
 
Marathon runners sometimes torture their bodies to teach themselves to endure a long-distance 
marathon. They teach themselves to handle the pain, the mental challenge, the distance, the 
pace, the length of time, overcoming the fear of not finishing, believing they can not only endure, 
but win. God wants us to become strong “long-distance” Christians who can endure to the end 
(James 1: 12). 
 
Prayer: Eternal God, you long for us to sing a new song. Surely, we can sing peace into the 
streets of Israel and Palestine, Damascus and Aleppo, Baghdad and Karbala, Kabul and Kunduz, 
New York and Los Angeles, and every other place where there is violence. Surely, we can sing 
hope to neighbors and strangers who suffer in silence. Remind us of all the marvelous things 
you have done for us that we might make joyful noises in praise of you. It is time for a new 
song. May we have the courage to sing. 
 
Thursday, May 28, 2020 – Nugget #4 – My friends, follow the example of the prophets who spoke 
for the Lord. They were patient, even when they had to suffer. 11 In fact, we praise the ones 
who endured the most. You remember how patient Job was and how the Lord finally helped 
him. The Lord did this because he is so merciful and kind. (James 5:10-11) 
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We cannot be a mature and complete Christian until we learn to endure trials with joy (without 
complaining). Faith brings the believer a new sense of responsibility. We can no longer blame 
others for our failures or weaknesses. Remember, it is not the ‘external’ thing itself that tempts 
us; it is our reaction to it. 
 
Prayer: God of steadfast love, in Christ you make us new. There is nothing that can separate 
us from your love. No sickness, no sin, no failure, no loss, not even death, will cause you to 
turn away from us. We are so easily defined by these things. Redefine us with your love for 
us that never falters. May we boldly proclaim with Job that our Redeemer lives and that you 
are present on this earth, in our lives, in this very room. We need not bear or burdens alone. 
You are here. 
 
Friday, May 29, 2020 – Nugget #5 - Don’t blame God when you are tempted! God cannot be 
tempted by evil, and he doesn’t use evil to tempt others. We are tempted by our own desires 
that drag us off and trap us. 15 Our desires make us sin, and when sin is finished with us, it 
leaves us dead. (James 1:13-15) 

 
James shows us that God has a purpose for the experiences He brings into our lives. 
Remember Child of God:   

• Trials serve as a discipline to purge our faith of dross, stripping away what is false,  
• Patience is not passive resignation to adverse circumstances, but a positive 

steadfastness that bravely endures the test of time. 
• When we view trials as a means of moral and spiritual growth, our faith will increase as 

we see God grant us help in time of trial (Hebrews 12:12-13).   
 
Prayer: Yearning God, hear us as we offer you praise for the abundant blessings of our lives. 
we pay attention, we can see you in the glories of the setting sun, in the kindness of stranger, 
in the face of another who needs compassion, in the quiet moments after a busy day, in the 
gentle touch of loved ones. Gratitude can change our hearts as we realize how precious we 
are in your sight. We are your people. We are the body of Christ. We give you thanks. 
 
Saturday, May 30, 2020 – Nugget #6 - But the wisdom that comes from above leads us to be pure, 
friendly, gentle, sensible, kind, helpful, genuine, and sincere. 18 When peacemakers plant seeds 
of peace, they will harvest justice. (James 3:17-18) 
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Like the Hebrews, we can often find ourselves surrounded by the impossible with a temptation 
to freeze in a paralysis of doubt, but God loves and cares for us, and his Divine resources are 
stronger than any human circumstance we can ever face.  If you are facing a severe test or 
trial right now, keep your eyes on God, stand fast in faith, and the Lord will come to your 
rescue. And, as you do, you’ll have cause to celebrate Memorial Day in new and exciting ways. 
Let this great sacred holiday be an ‘Affirmation of Courage & Trust’ as well as a ‘Testimony of 
Dependence’ on an unchanging, omnipotent, and omniscient God – for courage & faith nuggets from 

James for Life’s Journey!  
 
Prayer: God of strength and mercy, we lift up to you all those who need to be hidden in the 
shadow of your wings. Offer shelter to the forgotten and protection to the lost. Heal the broken 
ones and comfort those who mourn. Be merciful to us when we fail to sing a new song and 
live as though you did not claim us as your own. Teach us all to live fully in you and invite all 
people to receive the radical hospitality Jesus lived. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 
comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. Amen. 
 
Love & Peace, 
 
Pastor Clarissa 


