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Dearest Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

The Wisconsin Annual Conference has been mulling over the question of when to re-open congregational in-

person worship and other activities in the midst of the pandemic of Covid19.  

 

Clergy leaders from our district have expressed sentiments that are echoed throughout the denomination. 

Conversations have been held with clergy, medical and community leaders in Wisconsin and throughout the 

USA. Some clergy leaders are in states that have significant governmental health restrictions while other 

church leaders are in states with no restrictions.  

 

People of God, Christ calls us to ministry decisions based on deep values of love and respect for human life. 

We are called first to do no harm as we bring the Gospel to the world and make disciples.  

 

We will be asking members and friends of 5th Avenue UMC to work with Pastor Clarissa as we develop a 

process and protocol for reentry to in-person worship tentatively scheduled for 7 June 2020 @ 9:30 a.m. 

Please be flexible with this date as further direction is given by Bishop Jung and/or the Wisconsin State 

government.  

 

Key reflections and questions about when we might think of re-opening our congregations to higher activity 

levels: 

 

Safety and “Doing No Harm” should be paramount in our thinking and planning.  

 

 About 65% of United Methodists, including clergy, are over 60 years of age and in higher risk categories 

for contracting the virus and potential fatality. Likelihood of transmission in close quarters is apparent. 

Many questions regarding virus impact on young people and children remain. Caution is important. 

 A recent congregational survey of a large UM church revealed: only 13% of congregations expressed 

readiness to return to worship now; 13% would be ready by July; others would be readier by fall. 

However, 42% indicated they would not feel comfortable participating in worship until a vaccine is 

readily available. 

 One very large Florida church with over 2,000 of their 5,000+ members over the age of 65 has already 

decided that they won’t hold in person worship until a vaccine is available because of their care for one 

another as a congregational family. They do not want their Christian family divided. 

 Another church declared, “We will be open only when we can be fully open.” Love for people means 

not putting people at risk. 

 What quality of experience will we expect or deliver when we return to buildings? The quality of our 

new in-person worship and gathering should be so attractive that we will be happy to invite those who 

have been joining us during our online worship. Caution, inviting a re-opening too early elevates a sense 

of trauma that many are already experiencing. Opening in a severely restricted way may only reinforce 

the anxiety the people have in the midst of pandemic.  

 

Food for thought: 

 

 Community is at the core of worship. How is community enhanced by meeting in person while masked, 

physically distanced, and unable to touch or sing? 



 

 Congregational life in community includes sacraments of communion and baptism, choirs, children’s 

activities, fellowship times, meals, small groups, relaxed environments. If we cannot engage in human 

contact how will our ability to be a healing community be impacted? 

 

 The Pandemic is an opportunity to “restart” ministry afresh and anew based on what we have learned, 

rather than simply re-open with old patterns of ministry. 

 

 Many congregations large and small report a higher number of people “attending” online worship than 

before Covid19. Zoom small groups, telephone trees and community social care outreach has given many 

a greater sense of community than ever before. 

 

 With church as we knew it shut down, now is the time to reflect on what in our previous pattern of 

ministry needs to stop, what needs to change and what needs to continue in a new way. 

 

 Celebrate and expand on what are new fields of ministry for many. John Wesley would be proud of those 

who have entered into online virtual ministry for the first time. Remember that Wesley thought the church 

pulpit was where the Word of God should be preached. When he finally went out to the fields and streets 

to preach the Gospel of Christ he said, “I submitted to be viler…” In the midst of the challenges of 

Covid19, the church has gone further into the world once more. Let’s not lose the edge we are developing 

just so we can go back to the way it was! 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ has never closed. The Church is the community of Christ and the building a 

launching pad of mission. As we vison this reentry, we will utilize the recommended guidance of Badger Bounce 

Back, the CDC, the Wisconsin Council of Churches, and the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

 

5th Avenue Family and Friends, your leadership will be humbly guided by pastoral and prudential concerns; 

our commitment to love God and to care for one another. This is one of the deepest lessons Jesus Christ taught 

his followers, and of critical importance in this moment of communal vulnerability. 

 

Please join me in this awaking season of unpretentious prayer for a spirit of discernment, for wisdom, 

understanding, courage, and patience. We pray for researchers and medical professionals; for the children; for 

the ill and recovering; for those grieving and struggling with the heaviness of these times. We pray for the 

watchers and wonderers, and all those who wait upon the Lord. May the Holy One, our Advent Hope, Good 

Teacher, and Resurrection Truth, guide our decisions. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we pray. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

Your humble Pastor Servant Leader, 

 

Pastor Clarissa 
 

Pastor Clarissa  


