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PRAYER: God of all creation, everything that you have made lifts its unique voice to praise 

you in all of your glory. Even as we worship here, we join our voices to the one true song — 

the song the morning stars began, the song King David danced, the song the angels echoed at 

the birth of your Son. Glory to you, Holy God! Glory! Let this time of worship be completely 

to the praise of your glory. May the words of my mouth and the mediation of all our hearts be 

acceptable in thy sight, oh Lord you are our Rock and Redeemer. Amen. 

 

“SHOWING THE GLORY OF CHRIST IN US” 
 

Ascension Day is May 21 this year, the fortieth day of Easter. But since most United Methodist 

churches don’t have weekday services, except perhaps as alternate Sunday services, then Ascension 

Day gets moved to a Sunday. Ascension Day is a minor observance. It is part of the mystical element 

of Jesus, supernatural, hard to understand, hard to see how it applies to our lives. Except that it is a 

part of the Creed: “Ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of the Father.” It is part of the 

story of the Christ. It might not be our story, but it is his. Except, he always turns it back to us. 

Always. 

 

Ascension Day Gospel is at the very end of Luke’s Gospel (Luke 24:44-53) which is a retelling of 

the Ascension. There Jesus connects his story with ours as he recounts the purpose of his mission 

and ministry on earth. “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead 

on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things” (Lk. 24:46-48). 

From there, he promises the Spirit to empower those who now were called to bring to fulfillment 

this promise, repentance and forgiveness to all nations. There is certainly “plenty of meat on those 

bones.” 

 

But we’ll look at John’s Gospel this morning as we bring the Ascension alongside this text – our 

theme being glory! These two texts present the spectrum of glory of Christ. In Luke, we have the 

post-Resurrection appearance and commissioning before Christ ascends to take his place at the right 

hand of God the Father. In John, we have the pre-Passion Jesus about to suffer and be killed for the 

sins of the world, and he prays for those called to follow. Both are ends of a crucial timeline, the 

scope of salvation.  

 

The celebration and praise for this Sunday’s worship is about glorifying Christ, about 

acknowledging the depths he traversed in his mission and ministry to us, and about leaning into the 

heights he attained as the first born of all creation, part of the eternal God we experience/understand 

as Trinity. Yes, we celebration and praise God for the glory of Christ that reflects on us and reflects 

through us. 

 

He gives a lengthy discourse for the disciples, helping them understand what he was trying to do all 

the time he had been with them, and trying to prepare them for what was coming next. Now, in 

chapter 17, Jesus turns to God to pray. 
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This is the seventh Sunday of Easter: the final “of.” It is time to turn back to the one who is “chosen 

and precious,” except, he turns it back to us. Even when talking about himself, his own glory, he 

turns back to us. It’s amazing, really. in this moment, you’d think he would be focused on himself. 

But even in the final moments on this earth, we’re the objects of his attention and his prayer. 

 

The lectionary places Jesus' prayer concerning glory at the end of the Easter season, but in John's 

gospel the prayer occurs at the end of the last supper, so that it leads into the passion. The word 

"glory" (Greek doxa) can have a fine sense of honor or brightness, yet the key to its role in John's 

gospel is that it has to do with the way God is made known to human beings. 

 

John's gospel assumes that people were created by God for relationship with God. That is why the 

prayer can say that eternal life means knowing the one true God and Jesus Christ, whom God has 

sent (John 17:3). According to John's gospel, eternal life comes from a relationship with the eternal 

God. It begins now in faith, as people come to know the love of the God who made them. And such 

life has a future through the promise of resurrection. Yet the gospel also recognizes that "No one 

has ever seen God" (1:18). God's presence is hidden until God chooses to reveal it. The theme of 

glory has to do with the way revelation takes place. 

 

Glory. That’s what Jesus’ prayer is about here in the Gospel of John. Glory. “Glorify your Son,” 

Jesus prays. It’s chapter seventeen, almost the end of the Gospel. We are coming to the climax, to 

the end toward which the whole event was aiming from the philosophical beginning and the first 

miracle with water into wine and the wonder that ensued. Glorify your Son. “Your Son,” he prays. 

Not me. He doesn’t say, “glorify me,” which is what you’d expect if it was just a prayer between 

Jesus and his Father. No, it’s not just a prayer; it’s a sermon, an announcement, a word of 

encouragement for those who are about to walk through the valley of the shadow of death. It’s not 

a prayer like we understand prayers. It’s a pastoral prayer, where the pastor prays words that the 

congregation doesn’t have words to pray, but they can nod along as though those are exactly the 

words they were longing to say. Jesus prays like that, for them and for himself too. But through him, 

through his life and his suffering and his death, he prays for them. He puts the words in their mouths. 

 

First, Jesus glorified God on earth by finishing the work God gave him to do (17:4). In a basic sense 

this means he honored God through his obedience to God's commands. During his public ministry 

Jesus taught what God wanted him to teach, and performed the healings and other works that God 

wanted him to perform. Such faithfulness honors God (8:49). In another sense, however, Jesus 

glorified God by revealing God's power. 

 

Biblical writers sometimes use the term doxa or "glory" for the way the power of God is brought 

within the realm of human experience. According to John's gospel, Jesus made divine power visible 

by the miraculous signs he performed. At the beginning of his ministry Jesus manifested his glory 

by turning water into wine at Cana (2:11); and at the end of his ministry he revealed the glory of 

God by calling the dead man Lazarus back to life (11:40). By other miraculous acts, Jesus revealed 

divine glory by revealing divine power. 
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The Gospel of John was written many years after the events of the crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus so it could be a prayer based on theological treatise of these events. “Glorify your Son” as a 

way to explain to those who come after the event what it all means. But then again, maybe Jesus 

prayed this way for those who haven’t yet made it through, so that they had a word to hang on to 

when the wind begins to howl and rain begins to fall, a word to cling to when the ground trembles 

and the temple shakes: “Glory.” 

 

Lyrics from the amazing Oscar-winning original song by John Legend and Common from the movie 

Selma: begins “One day when the glory comes / it will be ours, it will be ours / oh one day when 

the war is won / we will be sure / Oh glory (Glory, glory).”  

 

It’s not about completion, but about hope. It is not the victory chant, though victory is assured. 

Glory. It is not that there isn’t suffering to come, but that there is redemption to be found even in 

the midst of suffering. Glory. It’s not that everything is good and right and whole, but that goodness 

and justice and wholeness are in sight. Glory. What a word to have on the tip of our tongues when 

things seem uncertain. Glory. Not the glory of this world – awards and prizes and offices and 

achievements; not the glory of celebrity or wealth. No, “glorify your Son” because your Son is 

glorifying you by finishing the work, by accepting the cross, by taking the nails, by breathing 

through the pain. He was glorifying God by dying. It’s true: it sounds - brutal. This is the stumbling 

block that Paul talks so much about. How does this cruel and painful death give God glory? 

Wouldn’t living be a better way to glorify? 

 

Yes. It is a better way. For us. We are called to live, to hand over our lives to him and live. Live 

fully, live joyfully, live united. His dying prayer is that we might learn to do this living thing 

together. Together. That’s how we finish this work that he has given us to do. By living fully, 

joyfully, and united. In peace. Shalom, the fullness of all that God has in store for us. Our lives give 

God glory, because Jesus’ death gave God glory. Because he finished, we can finish. Because he 

was faithful, even unto death, we can be faithful in all of life. And give God glory. 

 

Because he was poorer than he had ever been before, he gave away everything, not holding back 

even the blood in his veins, the breath in his lungs. Because he became poor, he was rich in glory. 

“Glorify your Son,” he prays before those confused and soon to be terrorized disciples, glorify even 

in death, so that there is glory in life. “I’ve glorified you,” he prayed, by finishing the work. And a 

day later, he says from his place of execution, “It is finished.” 

 

A second element in Jesus' prayer concerns the glory he will resume in heaven once his ministry on 

earth is over. This heavenly glory is something that the Son of God enjoyed before the world existed. 

To share in such glory is to share in divine honor, divine majesty, and divine power. It was out of 

love that the Father gave the Son such glory before the foundation of the world, so that sharing in 

God's glory means sharing in God's love. 

 

By means of his passion Jesus will return to the Father and enter a heavenly glory that his followers 

on earth cannot fully perceive, but can hope to see in the future. Therefore, Jesus concludes his 
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prayer by asking that those whom God has given him may one day be with him in God's presence, 

to see the fullness of the glory that God gave to him in love (17:24). 

 

The prayer traces a movement from glory on earth to glory in heaven, and given only the lines we 

have considered thus far it would be easy to bypass the cross without comment. Yet the prayer--like 

the rest of John's gospel--connects glory to the crucifixion itself. When Jesus enters Jerusalem at the 

end of his ministry, he says, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified," and he 

compares himself to a seed that must fall into the earth and die (12:23-24). When Judas leaves to 

carry out the betrayal, Jesus says, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him" (13:31). 

 

The gospel links glorification to the process that culminates in the crucifixion. And this brings us 

back to John 17, where Jesus says that he has glorified God on earth by finishing the works that God 

gave him to do. The Greek word for "finish" is teleioō, the word Jesus will utter at the time of his 

death when he says tetelestai, "it is finished." If Jesus glorifies God on earth by accomplishing God's 

works, then he glorifies God by the crucifixion that completes these works. The question is how he 

does this. 

 

Given the way Jesus manifested divine glory by miraculous acts of power during his ministry, we 

might expect a battery of miracles to occur during his crucifixion. In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the 

crucifixion is framed with displays of divine power. The eerie pall of darkness is a visible sign of 

supernatural force, and the dramatic tearing of the temple curtain reveals the hand of God. God's 

glory seems palpable in Matthew's account of the earth quaking and the saints rising on Good Friday 

(Matthew 27:45-54; Mark 15:33-38; Luke 23:44-45). The irony is that these signs of divine power 

are missing from John's gospel. If readers are to see glory in the crucifixion, they must see it in 

another way. 

 

Put briefly, if the signs reveal God's glory by displaying divine power, the crucifixion reveals God's 

glory by conveying divine love. The crucifixion completes Jesus' work of glorifying God on earth, 

for by laying down his life he gives himself completely so that the world may know of Jesus' love 

for God and God's love for the world (John 3:16; 14:31). 

 

By his resurrection and ascension Jesus returns to the heavenly glory that God prepared for him in 

love, and Jesus prays that his followers will one day join him in the Father's presence to share in this 

glory and love (17:5, 24-26). To the eye of faith, however, the glory of the exalted Lord is already 

present in the crucified body of Jesus. If glory defines what the crucifixion is, the crucifixion defines 

what glory is. The crucifixion manifests the scope of divine power by disclosing the depth of divine 

love. An unconditional forever love for us, from a glorious caring God!  We are called to go forth 

“SHOWING THE GLORY OF CHRIST IN US” TO THE HURTING NEEDING WORLD. WE GO FORTH 

BOLDLY! VICTORY IN JESUS! AMEN! 
 


