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~WEEKLY DEVOTIONALS~ 

God is Able! (Ephesians 3:16-21) 
 

A woman once approached her pastor and asked, 

“Do you think we should pray for even the little 
things in our lives, or just for the big things?” In a 
dignified manner she replied, “Sister, can you 
think of anything in your life that is big to God?” 
 
The apostle Paul would have said, “Amen!” He has 
just prayed that the Ephesians would be filled up 
to all the fullness of God. It’s a prayer that they 
would come to total spiritual perfection! You can’t 
go any higher than to be filled with all the fullness 
of God! Paul adds this doxology to say, “In case you 

think that it is too much to ask God to fill His 
saints to all of His fullness, remember that He is 

able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we 
ask or think, according to His power and for His 
glory.” 
 
God is not just able to do beyond what we ask, but 
abundantly beyond. But that’s not enough, He is able to do far more abundantly beyond what 
we ask. But, we still aren’t to the limit: “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us.” Now, what 
is it that you need?  I want to encourage you to pray in faith, asking God to do far beyond 
all that we can ask or think. 

 
Yet at the same time, I want us to be realistic in applying this scripture. There are certain 
mysteries about the interaction between our prayers and the sovereign will of God that 
cannot be explain. When John the Baptist was imprisoned, I am sure that his disciples were 
praying for his release. It would have brought glory to God if John had been released to 
preach for many more years. Yet, John lost his head. Although God easily could have freed 
John (as He later freed Peter), it was not His will to do so. 
 
When Jesus predicted Peter’s denials, I would have thought that it would be right to pray 
that Peter not sin at all. But, Jesus didn’t pray that. Rather, He prayed that after Peter had 
sinned and was restored, that he would strengthen his brothers (Luke 22:31-32). God’s 

sovereign permitted Peter’s sin in order to strengthen Peter and others in the long run. 
 
Even the apostle Paul, who penned these great words, had many disappointments in his 
ministry. Paul prayed for the conversion of the Jews (Rom. 9:1-5), and yet they largely 
rejected the gospel.  
 
During my life, oh how I am painfully aware of many trials and tribulations where God did 
not answer my prayers. There have been lost souls for whom I have prayed that they would 
be saved, but they were not saved. There have been broken marriages that I have prayed 
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would be restored, but they ended in divorce. There have been sinning people for whom I 
have prayed that they would repent, but there has been no repentance. 
 
And so, I want to motivate you to pray big prayers with faith in a mighty God, who is able 

to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think. And, yet at the same time, I don’t 
want to gloss over the difficult struggles that you will surely encounter in your prayer life. 
We simply cannot know the big picture of what God is doing, and so perpetually we will 
experience disappointments in prayer. 
 
Keep in mind that in the text, Paul’s prayer for God to do abundantly beyond what we ask 
or think is not a prayer for physical miracles, but rather for Christ to dwell in the hearts of 
believers so that we may comprehend His great love for us, so that we will grow to complete 
spiritual maturity. In that context, Paul is saying: 
 
Because God is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, we should 

pray for that which would further His glory through Christ and His church. 

 
There are two themes in Paul’s doxology: God is able to do far more abundantly beyond 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us (3:20).  
 
PRAYER:  
 
“I pray that from God’s glorious, unlimited resources He will empower me with inner 
strength through His Spirit. Then Christ will make His home in my hearts as I trust in Him. 
Sower of seeds, allow my roots to grow down into God’s love and keep me resilient and 
flourishing. And may I have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, 
how long, how high, and how deep Your love is. May I experience the love of Christ, though 

it is too great to understand fully. Then I will be made complete with all the fullness of life 
and power that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty 
power at work within me, to accomplish infinitely more than I might ask or think. Glory to 
Him, forever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:16-21, NLT) 
 
Monday, 18 May 2020:  
 
God is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, because He is 
Omnipotent. From Genesis to Revelation, we see God’s mighty power at work. 
 
GOD’S POWER IS SEEN IN CREATION. 

 
God spoke the entire universe into existence out of nothing by His word alone! In Romans 
1:20, Paul writes, “For since the creation of the world, His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse.” The psalmist exclaimed (Psalm 33:6, 9), “By the 
word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host…. 
For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” Or, as Jeremiah (32:17) 
exclaimed, “Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great 
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power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.” Every day all around 
us, we have evidence to remind us of God’s omnipotence. 
 
Whether we look at the vastness of the universe, with billions of galaxies containing billions 

of stars, or at the complexity of our own bodies, or at the incredible design on the 
microscopic level, we see evidence of a powerful Creator. Have you ever swatted a little 
gnat that was flying in front of your face? Have you ever stopped to think about how difficult 
it would be to design a creature that small that can not only fly, but also eat and reproduce? 
Or, microscopic proteins, bacteria, and novel viruses that are intricately designed, 
irreducibly complex structures that must be all there for them to work. They could not have 
evolved gradually. All creation shouts, “God is a powerful Creator!” 
 
PRAYER: 
 
Tuesday, 19 May 2020: 

 

GOD’S POWER IS SEEN IN HIS JUDGMENTS. 
 
Throughout the Bible there are examples of God unleashing a small amount of His power to 
bring judgment on rebellious sinners. He brought the worldwide flood in Noah’s day. He 
confused the languages of the proud men at the tower of Babel. He destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah with fire and brimstone. He unleashed the ten plagues on Egypt and then 
destroyed the Egyptian army in the sea. On numerous occasions, God destroyed thousands 
of people in a short time, through plagues or warfare or natural disasters  
 
Read: Numbers. 16:25-35, 46-49; 25:9; Judges 7:22; 2 Kings 19:35; 2 Chronicles. 20:22-23; 
Psalm. 18:12-15 

 
Prayer: 
 
Wednesday, 20 May 2020: 
 
GOD’S POWER IS SEEN IN HIS CONVERTING SINNERS. 
 
The apostle Paul is exhibit A, of course. He was persecuting the church with vengeance, 
when God stopped him in his tracks and changed him into the man who would preach to the 
Gentiles, whom he formerly detested. Paul refers to “the power that works within us.” That 
takes us back to Ephesians 1:19, where Paul said that the same power that raised Christ 

from the dead (the greatest display of power in human history) is what raised us from 
spiritual death to life. In Ephesians 3:7, Paul refers to the working of God’s power that 
converted him and made him a minister of the gospel to the Gentiles. In 3:16, he referred to 
God’s power through His Spirit that strengthens us in the inner humanity. 
 
When the rich young ruler walked away from salvation, Jesus told the disciples that it was 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to be saved. When 
they exclaimed, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus answered (Matthew 19:26), “With people 
this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” We need to remember that the 
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conversion of a soul is not a display of human willpower, but rather a display of God’s 
mighty power in raising the spiritually dead to new life. 
 
Prayer: 

 
Thursday, 21 May 2020: 
 
GOD’S POWER IS SEEN IN HIS WORKING WHEN WE ARE UNABLE TO DO ANYTHING. 
 
The whole point of prayer is to ask God to do what we cannot do in our own strength or 
ability. If we think (incorrectly) that we can pull it off ourselves, then we don’t need to 
pray. God often puts His people in impossible situations to display His power and glory. 
There are far more examples of this in the Bible than can be listed, but here are two. 
Abraham and Sarah. (Gen. 18:14), “Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” In response to 
God’s promise, she did conceive Isaac. Later, when God asked Abraham to offer Isaac as a 

sacrifice, Abraham obeyed because (Hebrews 11:19), “He considered that God is able to raise 

people even from the dead….” Nothing is impossible for the Lord! 
 
God directed Moses and the Israelites to leave Egypt by a route where they had the Red Sea 
in front of them and the pursuing Egyptian army behind them. They had no human means 
of escape. In that impossible situation, Moses told the panicked people (Exodus. 14:13), “Do 
not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you 
today….” The Lord miraculously opened the sea so that the Israelites could pass through, 
but He closed the sea over the Egyptian army. Nothing is impossible with God! 
 
I could cite many more examples, but here is one from the New Testament. Herod had 
imprisoned the apostle Peter, and was planning to execute him the next day. Peter was 

chained to two guards, inside a locked cell, with more guards outside, inside a prison with 
a locked iron outer door. In response to the church’s not-very-believing prayers for Peter’s 
release, the Lord sent an angel who caused Peter’s chains to fall off. He led Peter through 
opened iron doors, past all the guards, and out into the streets as a free man. Again, we see, 
nothing is impossible with God! 
 
And so, while God often displays His mighty power by working when we are incapable of 
doing anything in our own strength, at times for reasons we do not usually understand, He 
chooses not to display His power in such ways. At those times, His power is displayed 
through the patient, joyous endurance of His people in the midst of their suffering 
(Colossians 1:11-12; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10). But even when God chooses not to deliver us, it 

is not because He is lacking in power. He is able to do far beyond what we ask or think 
because He is omnipotent. 
 
Prayer:  
 
Friday, 22 May 2020: 
 
B. GOD IS WILLING TO DO FAR BEYOND WHAT WE ASK OR THINK BECAUSE HE IS GOOD. 
 



 5 

Satan tempted Eve by getting her to doubt that God and His commandments are good. When 
we are facing impossible trials, we must be on guard against the same temptation. It is easy 
to begin to doubt that God really cares about us. But, Paul reminds us (Romans 8:31-32), 
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 

spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely 
give us all things?” If He did the greatest thing in giving His own Son, He will now do the 
relatively smaller things, according to His good and perfect will. 
 
In the same vein, Peter writes to those who were suffering terrible persecution at the hands 
of the wicked Nero, telling them (and us) to cast all of our cares on the Lord, because He 
cares for us. Then he warns about the devil’s prowling around like a lion to devour us, and 
adds (1 Peter 5:8-10), “But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences 
of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. After you have 
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.” So, even in the worst of trials, 

we should remember that God in His goodness is willing to do far beyond what we ask or 

even think. 
 
Prayer: 
 
Saturday, 23 May 2020: 
 
GOD’S GLORY IS THE END FOR WHICH HE CREATED THE WORLD. 
 
God’s glory is the goal of redemption, as Paul has made clear (Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14, 18; 2:7; 
3:10, 16).  
 

As God saves people who were formerly dead in their sins, (2:1-3), seats them with Christ 
in the heavenly places (2:6), and builds them into His holy temple (2:21), He is glorified. 
The Letter to the Ephesians, “The doxology at the end of Paul’s prayer concludes the first 
half of the letter on the same note with which it began in the introductory eulogy (1:3-14), 
namely, in praise of God for his mighty salvation, initiated in eternity, carried into effect in 
Christ, and intended to redound to the praise of God’s glorious grace for all eternity. Paul 
wants his readers to have a theological perspective on God’s mighty saving purposes.” 
 
GOD’S GLORY IS DISPLAYED IN HIS CHURCH WHEN WE LIVE IN HARMONY AND 
OBEDIENCE AND ASK HIM TO WORK THROUGH US FOR HIS PURPOSE AND GLORY. 
 

Paul puts the church first, because he has been showing how the church is God’s new 
creation, brought into existence by the cross that broke down the barrier between Jews and 
Gentiles, “God is to be glorified in the church because the church, comprising Jews and 
Gentiles, is His masterpiece of grace.” But, since the church is the body of Christ, the head, 
God’s glory in the church “cannot be divorced from his glory ‘in Christ Jesus.” And, this 
glory to God in the church and in Christ Jesus will continue not only in time, but throughout 
eternity, as He continues to “show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
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Paul is laying the doctrinal foundation for love, unity, and holiness, which follows (4:1-
5:21). Therefore, God is only glorified in the church in the present age when we live in 
harmony. 
 

Pray for yourself and for 5th Avenue UMC that for His glory, God would do through us that 
which is humanly mysterious. Don’t try to scrounge up 200 denarii to barely meet the needs 
of the hungry multitude. Pray for the Lord to multiply our few loaves and fishes, so that He 
would get all the glory. Pray for the powerful conversion of many sinners. Pray for 
repentance and holiness for His saints. Pray that He will be glorified in His church and in 
Christ Jesus, to all generations forever and ever.  
 
Prayer: 
 
 
Blessings and Peace, 

 

Pastor Clarissa 


