
SERMON:               “Climb Down the Ladder to Greatness”              Pastor Clarissa 

 

~INVITION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
 

5th Avenue Family & Friends, your leadership, financial generosity, 

care, and good heart have shown through during this difficult and 

trying time. Thank you for being a beacon of positivity and purpose in 

a time there is so much uncertainty. It is said that it is in the most 

difficult times that the truth of a person’s soul is seen. I see you. And, 

you are marvelous. Thank you, be safe and be well!  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Wondrous God of the universe who finds time to whisper your love to us: we come 
to your altar with grateful hearts. When you speak your love into our quiet moments, 
it is the most precious gift of all. It is not a gift for us to hold and hide, but to proclaim 
from the housetops! May the gifts we offer to you this morning proclaim your love 
loudly to a world that often feels forgotten. We pray this in the name of your son, our 
Savior and Redeemer. Amen. (Matthew 10:24-39) 
 
*CLOSING SONG:                                                                                   Aleah Latham   
                                   “Fall on Me” by Matteo and Andrea Bocelli                               
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: Go forth, as God’s beloved children. God’s love surrounds us like a father’s love. 
Go in the knowledge of God’s comfort and protection. God’s strength empowers us 
to be the best we can be. Go in God’s grace. Go to share the love of God with all we 
meet! 
 
Pastor: Do not worry about anything in life— what you’ll eat, or what you’ll wear. Look at 
the birds of the air, or the flowers in the field. If God takes such good care of such transient 
things, how much more can you depend on God to care for you? For you have a Father who 
loves you, a Father who knows all your needs. So don’t be afraid. Instead, live lives of love 
and generosity, storing up your treasure in heaven instead of here on earth. 
 
POSTLUDE:                     “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”                         TFWS 2145 

 
FIFTH AVENUE 
   UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

     323 South 5th Avenue ~ West Bend WI 53095  
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ June 21, 2020 

 

Sunday + Father’s Day + Summer Solstice         

This is the third Sunday after Pentecost. It is also the Summer Solstice,  

or the first day of summer. And, of course, it is Father’s Day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dads everywhere will celebrate Father's Day today (June 21), and the Earth is joining the fun this 

year with the summer solstice, kicking off the first day of the northern summer. Today we bring 

the signs of summer into the worship of the people of God, not because we want to be confused as 

sun worshipers, but because the Son who rose from the dead sent us a Spirit to bring us life 

abundant. Let the colors be green and growing, sparkling with life and energy and joy. 
 



Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   
ORGAN PRELUDE:                                                                                    John Abuya 

         “Pass It On” ~ UMH 572 
 

 

~WELCOME~                      
 

 
GREETING:  
 

L: What a heritage we have, O God. Generations before us have experienced Your love, and 
passed that knowledge to us. Now we enjoy that rich legacy and acknowledge the deep 
responsibility to pass it on once more. 
 
 

~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
CENTERING MUSIC:                                                                                John Abuya 

        “Through It All” x3 ~ UMH 507 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP     ~     A FATHER’S DAY LITANY    ~         Leo Gerhartz 
 
The world’s human community began with one man. The redemption of humanity was 
created by one man. Today, we celebrate the contributions of strong, godly men to our 
community. We celebrate men who, with the wisdom of Solomon, seek God’s perfect plan 
for their lives and the lives they influence. We appreciate men who, with the spirit of David, 
seek repentance, as men after God’s own heart. We acknowledge men who, with the 
obedience of Abraham, follow God’s direction, help shape the lives of their families, and 
ultimately change the world. We honor men who, like Peter, are imperfect yet passionate 
about serving the Lord and eagerly building his Kingdom. As Joseph cared for his father and 
brothers, we care for the men of our community by generously sharing our resources, our 
time, and our unconditional love. We pray for men who have the inner and outward strength 
of Samson, but have lost their way. We’re grateful for men who, like the apostle Paul, teach 
us Christian principles and values. Today, we celebrate men who strive in all things to be like 
Jesus, exhibiting his character and his love.  
 
*PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

O God, as you have inspired men from the beginning of time to live lives of faith and 
hope, so now, create in our men a new zeal for wisdom, repentance, passionate 
service, unconditional love, and Christian values. Grant that our men will be 
reflections of Jesus Christ, hungering for the Word and thirsting after your 
righteousness! In your blessed name we humbly pray. Amen. 
 
MUSIC:                                                                                                       Aleah Latham 

“10,000 Reasons” by Jonas Myrin and matt Redman 
 
POEM:                                “What Makes A Dad”                                 Adler Gerhartz 
 
God took the strength of a mountain, the majesty of a tree, the warmth of a summer 
sun, the calm of a quiet sea, the generous soul of nature, the comforting arm of night, 
the wisdom of the ages, the power of the eagle’s flight, the joy of a morning in spring, 
the faith of a mustard seed, the patience of eternity, the depth of a family need. Then 
God combined these qualities and when there was nothing more to add, He knew 
His masterpiece was complete, and so, He called it … Dad! Happy Father’s Day! 
                        

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

 
* Mark 10:35-45 (NLT) (Unison) ~ Fritz Gerhartz 

 
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him. “Teacher,” 
they said, “we want you to do us a favor.” “What is your request?” he asked. They 
replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next 
to you, one on your right and the other on your left.” But Jesus said to them, “You 
don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering 
I am about to drink? Are you able to be baptized with the baptism of suffering I must 
be baptized with?” “Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!” Then Jesus told them, “You 
will indeed drink from my bitter cup and be baptized with my baptism of suffering. 
But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. God has prepared those 
places for the ones he has chosen.” When the ten other disciples heard what James 
and John had asked, they were indignant. So, Jesus called them together and said, 
“You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt 
their authority over those under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever 
wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 
among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 



 
MUSIC:                                                                                                      Aleah Latham 

“How Great Is Our God” by Chris Tomlin 
 

~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR LITTLE PEOPLE~ 

 
This Bible lesson is based on Mark 10:35-45 when Jesus speaks to His disciples about what 
it means to be in a position of power and serve others.  
 
Opening Activity – He Came to Serve – Opposites 
 

Have kids stand and face you, with plenty of room on all sides. Then play the opposite game.  
Instruct the kids to do whatever is the opposite of your instructions.  (If you say turn left, 
they turn right.  If you say stand up, they sit down.)  Have kids sit out as they make mistakes 
until you are left with a winner. 
 

Lesson – He Came to Serve 
I want to tell you a story, 

About sitting by Jesus’ side. 
They wanted the fame and the glory, 
So two brothers pulled Him aside. 

James and John asked Jesus, 
“Can we sit on your left and your right? 

Everyone in Heaven will see us, 
And it will be our biggest delight.” 

“Do you even know what you’re asking?” 
Are you willing to drink from my cup? 

Can you live the life that I’m living? 
From my baptism, could you even come up?” 

When the rest of the twelve overheard it, 
They got angry with John and James. 

Surely Jesus would see they were unfit, 
But why did they think He’d choose their names? 

So He gathered all twelve around Him, 
And He spoke of what true greatness is. 
It’s not thrones, crowns, gold or gems, 
but serving others needs before His. 
Those who are greatest don’t look it. 
You would never guess who they are. 

They may look like a maid or a servant, 
But in God’s eyes they’re really a star. 

Jesus came down from Heaven to serve us, 

To wash our feet and our hearts alike. 
To teach, help, lead, and love us, 

And show us what greatness looks like. 
Activity A – He Came to Serve– Bible Verse Challenge 
Supplies – Bibles 
Verse – Mark 10:45 
 
Pass out Bibles to students. Bibles should be closed and sitting on the table face up in front 
of each child. When you say go, have the kids look up this week’s Bible verse. As each child 
finds the verse, have them stick one finger on the verse and quietly raise their other hand. 
The first one to find the verse gets to read it to the rest of the class. Help younger kids and 
new kids find the verse by following these steps. Look in the Table of Contents for the book 
you are looking for. Show them if it is found in the Old Testament or New Testament to 
help them in the future. Then open the Bible to the page number listed in the Table of 
Contents. Show them the large numbers in the text, known as the chapters. Flip through 
pages until you find the large chapter number you are looking for. Then scan through the 
text with them pointing out the smaller verse numbers until the correct number is found. 
 

Closing Prayer – He Came to Serve 

Ask for a volunteer to pray for the class before leaving, and encourage them to ask God for 

reminders to serve others like Jesus did. 

 

Use this space to write a note, poem, letter, or drawing to the special man(men) in your life.  


