The Lily Pad
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1

MEMBERSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP - THERE'S A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A CHURCH MEMBER AND A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST.

“Today I am who I am because of God’s grace, and I have made sure that
the grace He offered me has not been wasted. I have worked harder,
longer, and smarter than all the rest; but I realize it is not me—it is God’s
grace with me that has made the difference.” 1 Corinthians 15:10 (VOICE)
After taking the walk down the church aisle and giving their hands to the pastor and their hearts to God –
a person has committed themselves to becoming a “member” of that church and will be affiliated and
connected with this church and other people in the denomination they have chosen. This “membership”
allows the “member” to become a church leader, attend meetings, give money, participate in church
activities, while fellowshipping with other “members”. They will be led by the pastor and other church
leaders. But is this all that is expected of being a “member” of a church? Yes, increasing church growth
by increasing its “membership”, says the church is experiencing “church growth.” The “member” is
content to attend church but transformation of their life does not occur.
Hold up. Wait a minute! God is not interested in Church growth that builds large congregations or large
super-churches. His plan is to birth people into His family all over the earth and to enable them to grow to
maturity in union with Him. God is not limited to constructing a building in which to house Himself and a
congregation, or a church. He will not make a building His home on this earth; He did that in the Old
Covenant.
We live under the New Covenant in which God's home is inside
of people that have been born again. When we spend our time,
efforts, and energies inside a building we call "the church" we
essentially lose our influence on those who do not know Jesus.
The "Church" that Jesus said He would build does not need
Sunday morning meetings, or Sunday night meetings, or
midweek meetings, or youth ministries, or children's ministries, or
men's and women's ministries, or great singing, or great
speeches to the same people week after week. These types of
activities do not create the Church growth Jesus wants. What
God wants is people to live like a family and love one another and
relate to one another and do the nearly 60 “one another” as
recorded in Scripture.
A disciple of Jesus is something totally different. We were never
called to be church members, or part of a denomination, we were called to be one with Jesus, or
DISCIPLES. Being a disciple means that a transformation occurs as the member is no longer content to
be like they use to be but desire to be “like Jesus” in all aspects of their lives.
The term discipleship means, “becoming like Jesus”, in every sense of the word. In the New Testament
we read that the disciple of Jesus Christ went to all corners of the earth as commanded by Jesus and
continued Jesus ministry of leading people to salvation, to have their sins forgiven, to heal the sick, to cast
the demons and to perform miracles.

Being a disciple means that the person has the sincere desire to not just go to a “building” for worship but
desire to have their lives transformed as they begin to live and become “Christ-like” in all aspects of their
lives. Discipleship requires an intervention from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has given us God’s
blueprint for the design of His Church and how to accomplish the mission He has given in the Scriptures.
It has been there for hundreds of years; but religion and the traditions of humanity has caused us to be
blind and lost in the darkness of this world. The Church has become entangled in the affairs of and the
ways of the world systems. The truths deposited in the Bible will change your life and your paradigm about
the Church that Jesus is building and your role in it.
Theologian Bruce Sanguin distinguish membership and discipleship in the following manner:
Christians are disciples of Christ, not members of a church club. Members pay their
dues and want to know what they are getting for their money. Disciples make an
offering of all their resources and want to know how their money is being used for
Christ. Members expect a regular visit from their minister – after all, they’re cardcarrying members! Disciples expect to visit the sick, the imprisoned, and the lonely.
Members help “the leadership” out. Disciples discern and deploy their own gifts for
ministry. Members focus on institutional maintenance. Disciples focus on mission.
Members fill administrative slots in the church system. Disciples serve according to
their Spirit-given gifts. Members have organizational affiliation. They talk about how
many years they have been members. Disciples express their allegiance to Christ
in a dynamic faith community and want to talk about the difference their community
of faith is making in the world. http://www.standrewschatham.org/
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
obey all that I commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Matthew 28:1820.
When Jesus gave His Church this co-mission it was the same mission He had been assigned by the
Father. Reconciling the world and restoring what had been lost. He was actually making those called out
of darkness and made new creations His disciples. A true follower of Jesus is commissioned by Jesus to
be a laborer together with Him (co-laborer) and be His disciple of the covenant kingdom of which He is
the King.
“Stewardship really the truest transformation from membership to discipleship. Don’t store up treasures
on earth! Moths and rust can destroy them, and thieves can break in and steal them. Instead, store up
your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy them, and thieves cannot break in and
steal them. Your heart will always be where your treasure is.” Matthew 6:19-21
It is a dynamic on-going connection to a community of faith that struggles to discover what it means to
follow Jesus in the here and now. And although every church has members, what we really strive for is
more disciples. In a nutshell - an emerging church seeks to grow disciples while a stagnant church seeks
to keep its members. 5th Avenue United Methodist Church, are we answering our call?
C.S. Lewis said, “The church exists for nothing else but to draw humanity into Christ, to make them little
Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, laity, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself,
are simply a waste of time. God became man for no other purpose.”
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As our COVID-19 journey leads to reopening our building, we must be evaluated based on the kind of
disciples we send out into the world. Each and every Christian is called to be and to make disciples.
There’s no exception or excuse for not pursuing spiritual maturity and a disciple making culture. Since the
disciples are moving outward, they expect to go to those they seek to reach. As they go, the organization
intentionally grows the Kingdom and fulfills Jesus’ command to make disciples of all nations. THE GREAT
COMMISSION IS A COMMAND, NOT AN OPTION. It is the basic strategy that Jesus gave us to expand
His Kingdom and cause Church growth. Entering into a covenant relationship with Jesus by yielding to
His Lordship, becoming His disciple, and entering His Kingdom is the essence of Christianity.
GET READY SISTERS & BROTHERS IN CHRIST, AS WE “GO” TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE WORLD!
To God be the glory,

PASTOR CLARISSA & BROTHER MARTIN
CONGRATULATIONS!

BIANCHA & ROBERT
“May today be the beginning of a long, happy life together.”
“Best wishes on this wonderful journey, as you build your new lives together.”
“Wishing you joy, love and happiness on your wedding day (June 13, 2020)
and as you begin your new life together.”
“Wishing you a lifetime of love and happiness.”
Born on the 4th of July!
Have a Star Spangled Birthday
Biancha,
We love you!!!
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