
PASTORAL PRAYER: Father, help me to always bring out the best in others. Help me to 
bless people with my kind words, to give the gift of encouragement, and to always speak 
words of life. Thank you for filling my heart with affirmation so that I can affirm those 
around me today and every day. In Jesus’ Name, amen. 

 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
John Wesley believed money was important as a way of expressing and living out Christian 
faith. To Wesley, the task was simple: earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can. 
Wesley’s surprising advice is welcome in our day when so many people, including 
Christians, struggle with issues of debt, lack of savings, and missed opportunities for 
generously supporting the mission of Jesus Christ in a way that makes a difference in the 
world and within one’s heart. Pray and discern YOUR journey as you join us- looking 
forward to what God will do through 5th Ave. UMC to transform lives and bring souls to 
Christ. 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Mighty God, deserving of all honor and praise: we bring our gifts this morning, 
remembering that the offering you truly seek is the offering of our whole lives. Help 
us, we pray, to live a life that is worthy in your sight. When we struggle and 
stumble, help us up and put us on a righteous path. On the advice of the apostle 
Paul, may our lives be focused on “whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable” 
(4:8), so that our offering may be pleasing in your eyes. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
(Philippians 4:1-9) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                            "Victory In Jesus”                             UMH 370 
           

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
L: Gracious Father, be with me today when I speak to others. Help my words to be 
pleasant and nourish others. Let my words bring health, joy, and delight. Give me 
opportunities today to share a kind word, a scripture, or a compliment, so that it can sow a 
seed of kindness in someone else’s heart. 
 

Pastor: Children of a gracious God - challenge yourself to speak more kind words each 
day! One kind word can impact others in how they act and feel. Speaking more kind and 
positive words, will bring peace and joy within communities and within people’s hearts. 

“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!” – 
Psalm 141:3 
 
POSTLUDE: 
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A Spoonful of Sugar 
 

In the movie Mary Poppins, the children hear their magical 

governess sing that “a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go 
down ... in the most delightful way” as 

she whisks about, using her powers to 

clean up the untidy nursery. The 

message of this song is that “in every 
job that must be done there is an 

element of fun.”  

 
Pleasant words are like honey from a 

honeycomb—sweet to the spirit and 

healthy for the body. Proverbs 16:24 

 

This message is meant as a great call and encouragement to speak 

pleasant words to one another; God glorifying and upbuilding 

words for and to each other. This is our Christian calling, which is 
to be pursued not in our own strength, but always looking to Jesus 

and following in His steps! 
 

Sisters and Brothers, how positive it is when we speak loving 

words, truly pleasant and upbuilding words to one another and 
about one another. It is something sweet to the soul, and health to 

the bones, and who would not agree with that being so true? 



 
 

Ms. Alana Dalton, Liturgist 
 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   
PRELUDE:                                

 
 

~WELCOME~                      
 

 
GREETING:  
 

Pastor: Nothing is more appealing than speaking beautiful, life-giving words. For they 
release sweetness to our souls and inner healing to our spirits. Therefore, let the words of 
our mouths and the mediations of all our hearts, be sweet to the soul, and health to the 
bones. 
 
CENTERING MUSIC: 

               
*INVOCATION: (Responsively)   
 
L: Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 
    Worship the Lord with gladness. 
    Come before him, singing with joy. 
 

P: Know that the Lord is God! 
    He made us, and we are his. 
    We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
 
L: Never forget what the Lord has done for you— 
how he led you out of slavery into a land flowing with milk and honey; 
P: a land of wheat and barley, 
L: of grapevines, fig trees and pomegranates; 
P: of olive oil and honey— 
L: a land where food is plentiful and nothing is lacking. 
 
P: But when you have eaten your fill, 

    when you have become prosperous, 
    and built fine homes to live in, 
    when your flocks and herds have become large, 
and your silver and gold have multiplied along with everything else, then take care! 
 
L: Take care that you don’t become proud, 
P: Look what I’ve accomplished all by myself! 
L: that you don’t become so full of yourself and your achievements 
     that you forget the Lord your God, 
     from whose hand all these good things come. 
 
P: Instead, remember that it is the Lord your God 
     who freed you from slavery in Egypt, 
L: who led you through the wilderness, 
P: who gave you water to drink when there was no water, 
L: who fed you with manna when there was no food, 
P: who led you to this land of abundance, 
L: and who gives you the strength to earn a living. 
 
P: So, praise God for what you have been given! 
     Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
     Give thanks to him, and bless his name. 
L: For the Lord is good, 
     his unfailing love endures forever, 
     and his faithfulness continues to every generation. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

Friends, hear this great good news: God continually shows us another way. God’s mercy is 
as wide as the ocean. God’s desire to forgive is as strong as the mighty wind.  So, let your 
hearts receive the outpouring of God’s love through the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
HYMN:                                        “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”                                   UMH 
334 
                      

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
 

~ Proverbs 16:21-24 The Passion Translation (TPT) (Unison) 
 

“The one with a wise heart is called “discerning,” and speaking sweetly to others 
makes your teaching even more convincing. Wisdom is a deep well of 



understanding opened up within you as a fountain of life for others, but it’s 
senseless to try to instruct a fool. Winsome words pour from a heart of wisdom, 
adding value to all you teach. Nothing is more appealing than speaking beautiful, 
life-giving words. For they release sweetness to our souls and inner healing to our 
spirits.” 

 
L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 

 
SERMON:          “Pleasant Words: Honey from a 
Honeycomb”         Pastor Clarissa 

Good Fruit, Good Tree, Bad 
Fruit, Bad Tree  

 
Scripture: Luke 6:43-45 - 43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, 
nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; 44 for each tree is 
known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor 
are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out 

of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is 
out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks. 
 
Just two kinds of trees, Jesus says, oversimplifying in order to differentiate between good 
and bad. 
 
Jesus points out that some people's lives produce good and wholesome results; others' 
produce evil and unwholesome results. Look at the fruit, Jesus is saying, and you can tell 
what's inside.  
 
What is inside can't help but display itself in one's actions. The next verse (6:44b) shows 
that Jesus isn't talking about good trees that are sick and malnourished, and produce poor 
quality fruit (such as the soils in the Parable of the Sower). He is talking about trees that 
bear edible fruit vs. trees that bear inedible fruit. 
 
"People do not pick figs from thorn bushes, or grapes from briers" (6:44b). 
 
Verse 45 talks about moral character. The corruption that is inside a person can't help but manifest itself 
in their words and deeds. Jesus uses an interesting word translated "stored up" (NIV) or "treasure" 
(KJV). It means " 1. 'the place where something is kept' ... 'a treasure box or chest' ... 'storehouse, 
storeroom.' 2. 'that which is stored up, treasure.'   
 

Young People, what do you "store up" and pack away into your heart? Happiness, 
complaining, unpleasant memories, authority, low self-esteem, pride? What is your "self-
talk” - “I am ____________ (fill in the blank). Whatever you feel inside will predictably 
come out in your words. You may think you are carefully hiding it, but you will have a 
"Freudian slip" and reveal your true self. Out of the "abundance" or "overflow" of the 
heart the mouth speaks.  
 
But Jesus isn't talking about a good heart and an evil heart to promote contemplation, but 
to instruct his disciples to listen carefully to a person's words, for they reveal his 
heart. 
Sometimes a person's fame and acclaim can mask or cloud our minds. We're all like that. 
We have an exterior persona (at least one). Some of us seem rather transparent. Others are 
very guarded and private. But our mouths will eventually tell what is within, and will 
reveal our hearts. Listen carefully, Jesus is saying. Listen carefully and you'll be able to tell 
what this person has stored up inside and whether they’re committed to God or 
committed to themselves. 
 
PRAYER: Lord Jesus. I'm a believer in You. But I must admit that I've been careless 
about actually living out what you've been teaching me. Please forgive me for my 

carelessness and 
thoughtlessness. Lord, 
do whatever it takes to 
bolt me securely to You 
as my foundation. 
Whatever I have to 
undo, or redo, give me 
the determination to do 
it. I want to be your 
humble disciple, today 
and tomorrow. I give 
my life to you again 
right now, Jesus, my 
Lord and Savior. Amen. 

                                                                                                      
Questions - 
 
1. People, young and 
old, continue to trick 
people and take 
advantage of them. 



How can you tell if someone is misleading you, according to Jesus' teaching? 
 
2. How does what you say when you're angry indicate what is in your heart? 
 
3. What areas of your life where you AREN'T following closely to the teachings of 
Jesus has the Holy Spirit been telling you to do or live better? 
 
4. How can you tell if you are a true follower of Jesus? Is being "born again" a 
good indicator? What does "born again" mean if it doesn't affect a person's 
lifestyle? 


