
Celebrating and embracing with enthusiasm the many and diverse Laity Voices - 

people in the pews or behind the microphones or monitors, scattered or 

gathered. We give thanks for the people. The “presence” of the Lord is here! 

God’s abiding and constant presence — not a random, “force-like” presence that 

just is. This is an intimate presence, a personal presence, a presence that knows 

each of your name. What a proclamation to weave into our lives!  
 

Especially on this Laity Sunday, 5th Ave. UMC, let us be an open door, an 

anticipation for those who will be a part of us in new ways; a reminder that we 

are always issuing an invitation, not simply to grow the church, but to make 

disciples, to spread the gospel. We work for the kin-dom of God. And we press 

on.! 

Lay Servant Speaker, our pastor – that you would empower us to boldly shepherd your 
people. And we pray for our denomination, the United Methodist Church – help us to see 
that we can work together side-by-side even with those with whom we disagree, to spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ to a lost and hurting world. 
 

18 October 2020 @ 1045 Water Baptism – Henry Asher Johnson 
Parents: Erik and Ashley Johnson 

Grandparents: Frank and Carol Adkins / Gary and Patricia Johnson 
 

~HOLY COMMUNION~ 
 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 
 

 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

God of Power and Glory, we come to your altar this morning, offering our gifts and 
praying for your presence in a world that is hurting and divided. Much of what we 
see is chaos, confusion, and anxiety – a world that desperately needs to glimpse 
your presence and your glory. More than just our gifts of money, we pray our lives 
might be a window into your love and compassion. We pray your light might shine 
through us to the world. Amen. (Exodus 33:12-23) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:         “Lord Listen to Your Children Praying”          TFWS 2193 
           

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: And now let us go and be the good in God’s world. 
 
POSTLUDE:                     
 
Each year at our All Saints’ service, 5th Avenue UMC celebrates the lives of members and 
friends who have passed from this life to the next. All Saints’ Sunday falls on the first 
Sunday of November. This year the date is Sunday, November 1. Please submit names, 
pictures, or other memorabilia of remembrance. We will remember and give thanks for the 
lives and deaths intersected with 5th Avenue UMC.  
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Ms. Ellen Johnson, Lay Servant Speaker                                       
Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   
ORGAN PRELUDE:                                

 
 

~WELCOME~                      
 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: People of God, you don’t have to be in a church pew to encounter Jesus. He’s 
everywhere; feel his loving presence. Jesus loves you and we hope you’ll join us on this 
Laity Unleashed Sunday in loving Jesus, more passionately, more sincerely. As we gather, 
in our many and various sanctuaries, may they be filled with the diverse voices of God’s 
people praising and worshipping our loving Savior. 
 
5TH AVENUE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN PRESIDENT           Jean Krell 
 
CENTERING MUSIC: 

               
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L: On this day, we honor and celebrate the traditions and the history of the United 
Methodist Church. As United Methodists, we are called to act with justice, to love tenderly, 
to walk humbly with God, and serve one another. 
P: With diverse Laity Voices, we answer the call, we offer an expression of our faith 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives each day. 
L: In the tradition of the United Methodist Faith, we answer that call in many ways. 
P: Some are called to be preachers, others to be teachers. 
    Some are called to be comforters, others to be healers. 
    Some are called to lead, others to organize. 
    Some are called to sing; all are called to pray. 
All: We give thanks this day for the Children Sabbath, United Methodist Women, 
and Laity that have come before us and in the tradition of the United Methodist 
Church, we affirm that we will use our skills, talents, and gifts to continue what 
they began. 
 

*PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 
Adonai, you are Lord of our lives and we are your servants. You have uniquely 
created each of us and called us together so that we may strengthen and support 
one another in the work of your kingdom. Help us, O LORD to embrace our 
differences as we live in covenant with you and with one another. We give thanks 
for the blessings and challenges of shared ministry. We confess O God that we have 
not always given freely of our talents. We have waited for others to step up. We 
have feared that we were not adequate relying on our own understanding rather 
than trusting in you. Help us, O Lord step out in faith as we seek to give all for the 
advancement of the kingdom.  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
Many Voices: LORD, we ask your forgiveness and give thanks for your grace.  
Amen. 
 
5TH AVENUE UMC LAY LEADER:                                                               Bob 
Krell 
 
HYMN:                          “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”                         UMH 
526    
                      

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

 

~ Ephesians 4:1-7 Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
I urge you, then—I who am a prisoner because I serve the Lord: live a life that measures 
up to the standard God set when he called you. Be always humble, gentle, and patient. 
Show your love by being tolerant with one another. Do your best to preserve the unity 
which the Spirit gives by means of the peace that binds you together. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you. There is one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; there is one God and Father of all people, who is Lord of all, 
works through all, and is in all.  Each one of us has received a special gift in proportion to 
what Christ has given. 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 
CHILDREN SABBATH 
 
HYMN                                       “Bind Us Together”                                  TFWS 2226 



 
SERMON:                      “The Only Constant Is Change”                     Ellen Johnson 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Great Creator, we bring before you names and situations in need of your healing touch, a 
way out of no way, as we pray for your faithfulness in answering each of these prayers. 
And we lift up to you now the leaders of your church – the laity who serve on committees, 
our  

~HOLY COMMUNION~ 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Ms. Ellen: As a part of our celebration of the Lord’s Supper this Sunday, the Great 
Thanksgiving will include this preface in honor of United Methodist Women. A 
preface is the first part of the communion prayer, which changes to reflect the 
season or occasion 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Joyous God, who by the power of your Word and in the beauty of your 
Wisdom, gave birth to all creation and called it good. By Sarah’s womb you formed 
your people; by Hagar’s surrender you extended mercy to all peoples; by Deborah’s 
strength you preserved your people; by Ruth’s faithfulness you secured the hope of 
your people; by Huldah’s wisdom you called your people to repent; and by Mary’s 
womb you welcome us into the fold of your grace, an everlasting covenant given to 
us through your Word made flesh and your Spirit dwelling in us. And so, with your 
people on earth, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Pastor Clarissa: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me." 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make 
them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of 
Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through 
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Unison) 
 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, today we come before you acknowledging our 
shortcomings in your presence. We have not been the congregation that you call us 
to be. We have not obeyed your commandment to go and make disciples. We have 
kept the gospel to ourselves and failed to share our faith with our family and 
friends. What can we say, O Lord? We are fearful. We are so afraid that our words 
will offend someone so, we hold this good news in our hearts. Do we truly even 
believe it? Do we even know what the gospel has done for us, what Jesus has done 
for us by paying for our sins on the cross? Fill us with your Holy Spirit and help us 
to know the depth and breadth of your love for us today. Fill our hearts to 
overflowing with your great love, that we may go forth and share that love with your 
people. Take these flawed lumps of clay and mold them in the image of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


