
~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 
 

5th Ave. United Methodist Church - “Earn, Save, Give” Stewardship 
 

In the late 18th-century, John Wesley climbed a church pulpit and preached a sermon 
called “The Use of Money.” In it, he said that the important thing isn’t money itself but 
how we use it. Wesley’s surprising advice still rings true today: earn all you can, save all you 
can, give all you can. We are in the 4th week of our annual Stewardship Journey. Through 
stewardship moments, devotionals, and testimony, we hope you have prayed concerning 
what it means to be care-takers or stewards of what God has given and entrusted to each 
of you:  stewardship of our earth, the stewardship of your time and talents, and the 
stewardship of your resources. Commitment Cards will be mailed next week. We pray you 
will return it fill out with your commitment of time, talents, and monies – God loves a 
cheerful giver. “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, 
And to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8 
 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 
Lord of all we see and all that we cannot see: Give us this day a glimpse of the 
complexities of the world and the simplicity of living our lives centered in you; 
loving you with all our heart, soul, and mind, and loving our neighbors well. Bless 
the gifts we offer you; but in our giving, help us focus on these other more basic 
gifts. May the love we show you and others be a testimony of whom we follow and 
who is worthy of our devotion. In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen. (Matthew 
22:34-46) 
 

 

*CLOSING HYMN:                              “Pass It On”                               UMH 572 
           

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 

All: On this day, let us leave with thanksgiving in our hearts, going to share God's 
love with everyone we meet. On this day, let us go to speak of what Jesus has done, 
pouring grace upon grace into all the lives around us. On this day, let us go to 
share what we believe, singing glad songs of the Spirit to our silenced world.  
~ written by Thom M. Shuman 
 

 

Pastor: Life is a mystery. We walk by faith. God calls us when we least expect it, inviting us 
to be in Christ. Walk out into the world, knowing that you are part of God’s life-giving 
new creation. Life is a mystery. We walk by faith. 
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~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   

PRELUDE:                                
 

 

~WELCOME~                      
 

 
GREETING:  
 

Pastor: We have gathered to worship the Living God to direct our attention to the One in 
whom we live and move and have our being. We humbly but boldly step into God’s story 
and find our own stories reimagined as we seek the Spirit of God to form us in the way of 
Christ and awaken us to the Kingdom of God in our midst. 
 

CENTERING MUSIC: 
               

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L: Holy God, you call us to live in mystery, to walk by faith. 
P: Yet we long for plans with goals and schedules. It’s hard to live by faith. 
L: You call us to place our trust in you, to live according to your direction. 
P: Yet we want life to make sense from a human point of view. It’s hard to live by 
faith. 
L: You call us to feel the mystery of life, to marvel at the power of your love. 
P: Yet it’s not easy to accept your promise that everything old has passed away. It’s 
hard to live by faith. 
L: Forgive us, holy maker of reality. 
All: Forgive us for playing god instead of accepting our humanity. 
 

OPENING PRAYER: (Unison) 
 
Lord Jesus, help me to trust that You are true and that You are there. There are so 
many moments that cause me to doubt and fear that You are not with me. Yet I 
read today that “blessed are those who believe even when they don’t see.” Help me 
to see You in the ways that show Your love and glory in my everyday life, and help 
me to be the one who shows You exist to those who doubt as well. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
 

Fear not people of God, for our creator, the loving maker of all reality, forgives us, and 
redeems us from sin and . God sows the good news in tiny seeds, inviting us to tend the 
soil of community, and marvel as they grow. In the name of Jesus, who is the Christ, you 
are forgiven. In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                           “Jesu, Jesu”                                           UMH 
432 
                      

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
 

~ 2 Corinthians 4:7-9; 16-18 The Passion Translation (TPT) (Unison) 
 

We are like common clay jars that carry this glorious treasure within, so that the 
extraordinary overflow of power will be seen as God’s, not ours. Though we 
experience every kind of pressure, we’re not crushed. At times we don’t know what 
to do, but quitting is not an option. So, no wonder we don’t give up. For even 
though our outer person gradually wears out, our inner being is renewed every 
single day. We view our slight, short-lived troubles in the light of eternity. We see 
our difficulties as the substance that produces for us an eternal, weighty glory far 
beyond all comparison, because we don’t focus our attention on what is seen but 
on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but the unseen realm is eternal. 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

SERMON:                   “Put On The Lens Of Faith”                  Pastor Clarissa 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER: Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 

together. When facing the ‘battles’ that lay between them and their Promised Land, God’s 

people remained united. Carefully following God’s instructions, they worked together in 

unity to see the walls of Jericho fall before them. As your present-day people face our 

Jericho wall, COVID 19, let us be reminded that this is not the time for fighting and 

arguing, but instead, coming into an agreement to see a great victory! We have felt 

overwhelmed and intimidated but let us encouraged each other to believe and have faith 

that you, our great Creator God is going to make a way through the huge walls that blocked 

our promise!  We believe and move forward in faith to the promise ahead; staying positive 

and focused as we help each other along the way. Acts 2:44-45 tells us, “look after those 

who are in need”, and in doing this, you will maintain a spirit of unity and hope in the face 

of difficulty". 5th Avenue UMC, our victory is only a faith-filled shout away! Gracious 

God, meet us right here, right now as we will learn first-hand, that You are a promise-

keeper! 



 

~A GIFTED & BLESSED COUPLE~                      
 

“With Thankful Praise, Chuck and Jean Seeger” ~ 1 Thessalonians 1:3 
DO NOT LOSE HEART.  Living Everyday with Kingdom Focus. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
 
We live not by what can be seen but by what cannot be seen, writes the Apostle Paul. But most people 
these days far more preoccupied with what I can see than what they cannot. The average American get 
most of our information about the world, ideas about life, attitudes towards others by watching the TV. 
If there is any dimension of modern life that has lifted up images (things that can be seen) and 
submerged the invisible, it’s the TV. 
 
The late Neil Postman, professor of Media Ecology at New York University put it quite vividly: “To put 
it as simply, people watch television. They do not read it. Nor do they much listen to it. They watch it. This is true of 
adults and children, intellectuals and laborers, fools and wise men. And what they watch are dynamic, constantly changing 
images, as many as 1,200 different ones every hour. Television is a medium consisting of very little but “pictures and 
stories.” 
 
We certainly seem to live by what can be seen, what we observe day in and day out. Some say we are 
the most visually overstimulated age in history. Which may be why we have such difficulty with the 
invisible, the unseen, the intangible, as in the Biblical faith.  If you were to make just one movie of the 
life of Paul, the author of 2 Corinthians, and his service to the Lord Jesus, you'd have to decide what 
events in his life to leave out—just to make the movie come in at under three-and-a-half hours long. 
But what would leave out? Consider these things. – 2 Cor 11:23-28 
 
whipped with 39 lashes (5 different times)               beaten with rods (3 different times) 
pummeled with stones (1 time)                                shipwrecked (3 times) 
adrift at sea (one night, one day)                              journeys (frequent) 
danger from rivers                                                   danger from robbers 
danger from his own people                                    danger from Gentiles 
danger in the city                                                     danger at sea 
danger in the wilderness                                           toil and hardship 
danger from false brothers                                       hungry and thirsty (often) 
sleepless nights (many)                                             cold and exposed 
the pressure of anxiety for all the churches (daily)    constantly persecuted 
 
These experiences make for an exciting adventure sequence; but could you pack them all into just one 
movie? And out of the many journeys; and out of the many perils in the water, or of  
those he suffered in the city, or in the wilderness, or out at sea; which would you still have time to 
include in the movie? 
 
What's more, what about all the day-to-day challenges Paul dealt with? Would you include scenes of all 
the times of weariness and toil he said he suffered for the cause of the gospel? And then there was all 
the daily concerns he experienced for the church that the Lord Jesus purchased with His own blood. 

Would you include all the tremendous pressures and concerns that Paul felt regularly for the people of 
God? 
 
DO NOT LOSE HEART.  Living Everyday with Kingdom Focus. No one is more suited to write 
these words than the apostle Paul. If anyone could have or should have lost heart it was Paul. Paul was 
saved around 24 years of age and was probably martyred when he was around 66.  For 42 years he was 
under the constant pressures of living out the Christ life. How did he do it? What was his secret?  He 
did not lose heart – v. 16. 
 
Lose heart – Discouraged and Dismayed. Doubting and Questioning. No excitement.  Full of fear and 
doubt. Fainthearted and lack of zeal.  
The spiritual blues (spiritual blues can 
lead to physical blues) The reasons 
Paul would not lose heart:  
 

4:1 – His divine commission as a 
minster of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4:14 – the prospect of sharing 
Christ’s triumphant resurrection 
from the dead. 
4:15a – For the sake of the 
Corinthian church. (seeing them 
grow and change into the likeness 
of Christ). 
4:15b – The greatness of God. 
 
How can we be as Paul? Though our 
outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day. Though our 
outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day 
Remember, we are earthen 
vessels/clay pots. Our treasure is the 
inside. OUR SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH (vigor, vitality, & strength) 
The physical is wasting away. 
Ecclesiastes 12 (READ) Inner 
humanity is being renewed. (our 
sanctification) Romans 8:28 – All 
things work for the good. The good is 
not necessarily the physical, but the 
spiritual. What is the Good - growing 
into Christ-likeness (MATURITY) 
honoring God. Amen. 



 
Let us pray: Young People, like the apostles and your loved ones, look to the unseen world for 
encouragement. During unimaginably hard days, let your spiritual eyes come alive. Look through a 
farsighted lens past what is seen, beyond what is temporary. With eyes of faith see what cannot be seen 
and get a glorious glimpse of eternity. Amen. 


