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Ministry is to be carried out by the entire church, by both the laity 
and those who are ordained. In fact, in one sense we can say that 
the laity are to be the primary agents of ministry. There are only a 
few who are specially gifted and ordained by God with the ability 
to equip other believers. These other believers, these lay people, 
are the ones who help to carry God’s Word to the world at large 
whether through missions, ministries of mercy, Christian 
education, or any of the other means that God may use to build 
His kingdom. 
 
Our Lord has given us the grand task of making disciples of all 
nations (Matthew 28:18–20). But we cannot do it alone. No one servant of the Lord can do all that is necessary to lead, 
equip, and send out His people. That is one reason God has given us the church. He ordained a community to work 
together to build the kingdom. 
 
We see this illustrated in today’s passage. Overwhelmed by the burdens of ministry, Moses cries out to the Lord 
(Numbers 11:14). God responds by telling Moses to appoint Spirit-anointed elders to help him deal with the people 
(Numbers 11:16–30). This foreshadows our own day, the day in which the Spirit has been poured out on all of 
God’s people for the purpose of ministry and service to God. 
 
One of the many burdens that church leaders face is the difficulty of recruiting volunteers in the church. Sometimes it can 
be like pulling teeth to get people to sign up to do the work of ministry. Take some time to look at your church, and see 
where the needs for ministry are. Then, go volunteer where you can use your gifts in ministry. 
 

Scriptures for Further Study - 
Exodus 18; Leviticus 20:26; Acts 8:1–4; 1 Corinthians. 12 

 
Prayer:  Gracious Father, thank you for never forsaking me.  I pray that you will make me a blessing to everyone that I 
meet, and that they will be a blessing to me and others.  Amen. 
 
These devotionals were compiled by the Laity of The West Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church. Please meditate on each daily 
reading and pray for God’s Spirit to direct your life in a special way during this Celebration of The Voices of Laity! 
 
*Monday, 19 October 2020 – DIRECT ME IN MY WALK - Jane Ensminger, Member, Crim Memorial UMC~ 
Scripture: Psalm 119: 33-40       
 
Oh, God, show me Your ways, Your intention for my life. When was the last time you asked for directions in your life or 
even on a trip?  Or in a grocery store? I recently requested help in two different Sam’s Club stores looking for unshelled 
peanuts. In store #1, a young clerk walked with me and showed me the stack.  In store #2, I was told Aisle 30 and I was 
left to find them on my own. Which example made me feel more respected – loved as a child of God? 
 
In this passage, the writer is asking for directions for life.  Several phrases are “Teach me”, “Give me understanding,”, 
“Direct me.” I am sure I am like you, and ask God daily for direction for my life. As I sit with this passage, I can see we 
have no further to go to seek direction in our life, then to look at the examples of Jesus in His life and His teachings. He 
shows us how to behave. 
 
Jesus says, “Love your neighbor.” Jesus shows us by example. In Samaria Jesus sits with the woman at the well.  He sat 
with her, told her about her life. An Israelite man spending time with a “fallen woman”. Jesus went to forbidden places 
and talked with the lepers – and healed them. Jesus gave us an example of who we are to consider our neighbor in the 
example of the Good Samaritan.  I can see how Jesus shows me to follow Him.  Not just in words, but in action. By His 
example. 
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Prayer: Most gracious and loving God, when I seek your direction may I remember the examples of Christ. When 
someone looks to me for direction, may I BE the living example as Jesus is for me.  In Christ’s Name.  Amen 
*Tuesday, 20 October 2020 - WALKING WITH THE RISEN CHRIST - Cathy Bell, Wayside UMC, Vienna, WV ~ 
Scripture: John 20:1-18                                               
 
Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been rolled away from the tomb. 
 
Mary's shock and anguish at witnessing the brutal death of her Lord on a cross, was punctuated by her discovery of an 
empty tomb. She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, to tell them that Jesus' body had been 
taken. They ran back to the tomb with Mary and discovered the folded linen cloths lying there. The disciples returned to 
where they were staying, but Mary remained outside the tomb, crying.  Jesus stood beside her, but in her grief, she 
supposed him to be the gardener. It was only when he called her by her name, “Mary”, that she recognized Him. Mary ran 
to the disciples a second time and was able to announce “I HAVE SEEN THE LORD!” 
 
This past year has brought a series of “firsts”.  Last Easter was the first one without our beautiful daughter, Emily.  She 
died of the disease of opioid addiction. I survived the first weeks and months under a heavy blanket of grief.  Slowly, I 
was able to recognize divine assurances that our daughter, released from her suffering, is whole, healed and joyful in His 
presence. Like Mary, at first, my indescribable loss kept me from recognizing that Jesus was and is beside me through 
everything. He calls me by my name and I can allow myself to be comforted. Tears still flow as I miss her so, but I am 
confident that death does NOT have the last word.  Jesus Christ, God's Son, willingly sacrificed Himself for us and was 
raised. Believing, we have life in His name forever! 
 
Prayer:  Father God, you understand all our sorrows. Help us to imagine ourselves, as your children, climbing into your 
hands and resting there. Heal and restore us to be joyful Jesus followers.  May we be able to announce, I have seen the 
Lord!  Amen. 
 
*Wednesday, 21 October 2020 - WALK TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD - Neal Lacey, Lay Leader First UMC, Beckley 
~ Scripture: I Corinthians 1:10-11; 16-23  
     
At first glance I missed the point of verse 16.  Paul says, “You yourselves are God’s temple.” He doesn’t mean me, he 
means us. The temple he refers to is the church, and as the song says, “The church is not a building … the church is a 
people.” Paul speaks of his foundational work that he did on his first Corinthian visit, then he points out that others are 
building on that foundation. He warns that dire consequences await anyone who would seek to destroy that temple – the 
church, the body, the collective people of God. 
  
My thoughts immediately turn to the possible split threatening our denomination, but that’s also missing the point. The 
church is not First Church Beckley; it’s not the WV conference. It’s not even the United Methodist Church.  The Baptists 
down the street and the Catholics across town as well as the Pentecostals and Presbyterians; we know are all part of the 
“temple” – Christ’s church. 
 
Whatever happens to the organic structure of Methodism will not “destroy the temple”.  We all will still be the church. I 
am a part of that “temple” every day, and so are you, and so are our sisters and brothers in other denominations, as well as 
those within our denomination who may disagree with us on some issues. Changing our structure will not destroy the 
temple, whether the change be large or small, soothing or painful, sudden or gradual. Whatever happens to our structure -
- and even if nothing happens to our structure, we are still the body of Christ. We can disagree on minor points; we can 
disagree on major points; but we must all agree that God will use us to bring the knowledge of Jesus Christ to, “this 
beautiful and broken world”. 
 
As we continue this season of reflection, let us renew our determination to be part of a church that seeks to transform the 
world by making disciples for Jesus Christ. By so doing we continue to be a part of God’s holy temple as envisioned by 
the Apostle Paul. 
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Prayer: Our loving creator, sustainer, and savior, help each of us to be part of your temple today.  Give us the strength 
and inspiration to resist any force that would weaken our message and our mission, and help us to continue to make 
disciples who will transform the world.  Amen. 
 
*Thursday, 22 October 2020 - WALK AND TALK WITH JESUS - Sue Johnson, Mon~Valley UMW President, 
Bruceton Mills UMC ~ Scripture: Matthew 5:43-48       
                                       
The scriptures today come from the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is telling his disciples and the crowds what is expected 
of them if they are going to walk in his footsteps. They would have been familiar with Leviticus 19:18 that says “love your 
neighbor as yourself” This teaching of Jesus goes much further. Jesus is telling us that God loves all people the righteous 
and the unrighteous. We are not to only walk, encourage, assist and support those who like us and agree with us - but all 
people. We are not to show hatred and retaliate against our enemy but rather pray for them and lift them up. How much 
better our walk with Jesus would be if we replaced our hatred with kindness and our name calling and ridicule with prayer. 
 
Matthew chapter 5 finishes by saying “Be perfect, therefore as your heavenly Father is perfect.” What a heavy order!  We 
are to imitate the God we worship. We are to step out of our comfort zone. We may start with hesitant steps – showing 
kindness in a world where hate is shown more often. We can work together to bring healing, unification and peace to 
others who are badly in need of a friend. We are to strive to walk beside Jesus – imitating, glorifying, and praising him. 
 
The lyrics of the song “Walk and Talk with Jesus” author anonymous help to sum up this passage of scripture: 
Verse 1 ~ I want to walk and talk with Jesus each and every day 
                  I want my life to be an example for Him in every way 
                  I want to treat my brothers the way that Jesus wants me to 
                  Because He said “Do unto others as you would have them to do unto you” 
Chorus ~ I want Him to shower me with His blessings from up above and rock me, rock me, rock me in 
                 the cradle of love. 
Verse 2 ~ I want Him to lead me and guide me in everything I say and do 
                  In His service I want Him to choose me and use me I do – don't you 
                  What a wonderful Counselor, Mighty Prince of Peace is HE 
                  And all I want each day is just a closer walk with thee. 
 
Prayer: O Lord help me during this Lenten season as I walk and talk with you. Help me to identify the ways that I can 
draw nearer to you and show kindness to everyone. 
 
*Friday, 23 October 2020 - CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN - Tiffany Park, Cacapon UMC  
Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18        
 
Sometimes in life we feel distracted. We have a difficult time hearing God’s words that he so dearly wants us to hear. We 
have our careers, our families and children, time dedicated to our communities and churches, with everything that we 
carry we can easily get distracted and turn in a different direction than what God has planned for us. Sometimes we need 
to step aside from everything and climb a mountain to be God. Exodus 24: 16-18 says; “and the glory of the Lord settled 
on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from 
within the cloud. To the Israelites ‘the glory of the Lord’ looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. Then 
Moses entered the cloud as he went up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights”. We 
have to remember to look up and see God for all the glory that he truly is. This passage from Exodus reminds us of 
God’s covenant with his chosen and we are a part of his chosen people because we have chosen Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior but from that we have to make a covenant with God to commit to him truly and fully. We can’t see God’s 
burning flames of amazing grace unless we step back from the business in our lives to see it.  
 
Let us pray…. Lord God, we thank you for your grace filled word, we thank you for your covenant with us and for us. We 
pray that as we continue our walk with you that you remind to take time and simply look up to see all that you all and all 
that you are ready to show us. In Jesus Christ our savior we pray. Amen.    
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*Saturday, 24 October 2020 - WHERE AM I IN THIS PATH? - Jane Ensminger, Member, Crim Memorial UMC 
Scripture: Isaiah 50: 4-9         
 

The Cost of Discipleship ~ Righteous Suffering ~ The Suffering Servant ~ Servant Leadership 
 
All of these are key words as I sought understanding of this passage.  The key participant has accepted The Lord’s leading; 
“a well instructed tongue to know the word that sustains the weary”. The participant listens, and accepts tortuous 
behavior without running away.  He accepts the task. He knows that God will sustain him. Where am I in this path? 
Where are you? 
 
I have accepted responsibilities that make me shake my head and say “what were you thinking?” All because I think, with 
God’s help, I can make a difference. There are times when I feel overwhelmed. Times when I have to make difficult 
decisions about doing something for my own pleasure or following through with my responsibility.  Jesus faced many of 
these same hard choices. 
 
Each of us are part of a larger community. We are part of a local church, a charge, a parish, a District and an annual 
conference (for us, the West Virginia Annual Conference). We are called to seek God’s counsel in pain filled discussions 
leading to sometimes painful decisions.  
 
This passage asks us to listen, to open our ears, to accept some pain. As I read over many versions of this passage, I was 
reminded we have two ears and one mouth, making listening more important than speaking. Accepting some pain along 
the way may be part of the process. If God is for me, who can be against me? 
 
Prayer: Most gracious and loving God, we live in uncomfortable times. We are being asked to make some uncomfortable 
choices into decisions. May I make my life reflect my decision to be a follower of Christ.  In Jesus name. Amen 
 
John 14:12 (NRSV) says, “Very truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these.” Jesus says those who love Him and keep His commandments will engage in fruitful ministry 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Greater works will be done. The great secret of the Church and the great power of 
the Church is the people of God who are indeed the Church. 
 
The key to the successful Church is no great secret at all: laity and the ministry of laity. Our Book of Discipline says, “The 
ministry of the laity flows from a commitment to Christ’s outreaching love. Lay members of The United Methodist Church are, by history and 
calling, active advocates of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Every layperson is called to carry out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18 – 20); every 
layperson is called to be missional (¶ 127).” 
 
Since the pandemic, our worship and ministry has been significantly altered, some have wondered if we are losing our 
identity. I believe we have a great opportunity to rise to our highest potential and expand our ministry. In fact, the 
evangelist ministry (“proclaimer of the Gospel.”) of the Church comes alive as laity live their lives in relationship with 
others with gratitude and thanksgiving as followers of Jesus. 
 
To all of the beloved, called, gifted laity of 5th Avenue United Methodist Church, I ask, “How is it with your soul? What 
has COVID-19 taught us about who we are and how we deal with crisis? What new future is God preparing us for?” 
 
As your humble Pastor servant-leader, I extend my sincerest appreciation for the ways you have kept the ministry of 5th 
Avenue UMC alive and relevant. United Methodists are doers more than talkers, and that still rings true today. Thank you! 
 
I am encouraged by all your steadfast support of your church and your eagerness to support our West Bend community. 
Yes, social distancing, masking, and safety precautions continue, but it does not mean we are prohibited from speaking 
and sharing our care for others. Especially during this pandemic, people of God, the Church is called to leave the building. 
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BE UNLEASHED 5th Avenue LAITY; move beyond the structure of the church; be empowered and encourage to 
take God’s love boldly into the world! May the awesome power of the Holy Spirit unleash each of you for the work we 
have to do. I thank God and pray for you daily. Amen. 

EARN SAVE GIVE 2021 STEWARDSHIP 
 
Good stewards recognize the blessings of God in their lives. In gratitude, the stewards desire to give back to God and to 
others as much as possible. They offer a sacrifice of praise to God through the gift of their time, talent and treasure in 
service of God and neighbor, and in turn, God pours blessings out on them. “Give and gifts will be given to you; a good 
measure, packed together, shaken down and overflowing will be poured into your lap. For the measure you measure with 
will be measured back to you.” (Luke 6:38) That is the experience of good stewards.  
 
We must learn to give the best we have to God and others. Why? It is not just because God promises great blessings when 
we do, but because the meaning of our lives is found in becoming like Jesus. Jesus gave his best time, talent and treasure 
to his Father and to all those he served. He gave away everything he had, even his own body and blood in sacrifice for our 
sins. How can we give like this? Only by the grace of God. 
 
But what about financial stewardship during this time? What about our church? 5th Avenue UMC is still heavily 
dependent on gifts and offering that are made in an offering plate when we are physically in church. 78% of gifts are given 
during a worship service. 5th Avenue UMC’s financial giving has declined significantly. In addition, volunteerism has 
decreased as well - ministry cannot go forward without you serving on committees and teams. So, what can you do to 
maintain giving and volunteering when we’re not in church? 
 
THE ASK: Your 5th Avenue Leadership is empathic and sympathetic regarding the financial woes that many of us find 
ourselves in today. Some people are experiencing illness, lost jobs, and lost income. Empty cupboard, family stress, 
loneliness. Many of you are fearful that you won’t be able to fulfill your 2020 pledge or other commitments. YOU ARE 
LOVED, SEEN, AND SUPPORTED!  
 

“ONCE ONE CHOOSES TO BECOME A DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST, 
STEWARDSHIP IS NOT AN OPTION.” 
 
STEWARDSHIP – A Disciple’s Response. As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good steward 
of God’s varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10. 
 
We are challenged to embrace stewardship as an expression of discipleship with the “power to change how we understand 
and live out our lives.” Stewardship always starts with the personal experience of the Risen Christ in our midst and in our 
hearts. It is a vocation to discipleship. The following of Christ as a disciple entails a personal response, and this call can 
result in a positive impact on our faith communities. Discipleship requires the surrender of ourselves through grace and 
choice to Jesus Christ: “Mature disciples make a conscious, firm decision, carried out in action, to be followers of Jesus 
Christ no matter the cost to themselves.” A disciple is both a learner and a companion of Jesus Christ, as well as one open 
to the movement of the Holy Spirit towards a gracious generosity of heart. The authentic disciple regards all he or she is 
and possesses as gifts and blessings and realizes the need to share those gifts and blessings with others for the sake of the 
kingdom of God. STEWARDSHIP IS A MATTER OF DISCIPLESHIP. 
 
Stewardship as a Disciple’s Response is described as a conversion “committing one’s very self to the Lord.” 
 
“Stewardship is an expression of discipleship, with the power to change how we understand and live out our lives.” Good 
stewards live with joy and gratitude for the blessings they have received—including those that have multiplied through 
diligence and hard work. Indeed, good stewards live in communion with Christ and through Christ and the Spirit strive to 
return all gifts to the Father “with an increase.” 
 
We are facing various levels of financial strife – both personally and corporately. The 2020 Stewardship Pledge drive has 
not gone very well. Unfortunately, your leadership doesn’t do a very good job of asking for money in the church but, 
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during this crisis, it is important to ask. We do not want to assume that you understand the financial impacts this 
pandemic and no in-person worship has also had on our church. For 5th Avenue UMC to make it through this crisis and 
for the church to continue to support the people and ministry during this crisis it will call for God’s people to continue to 
give. We are committed to continuing in ministries of worship, teaching and compassion. 
 
THE ASK: We will conduct an abbreviated annual stewardship campaign. This will entail two stewardship mailouts. 
When you receive your pledge card for our 2021 Stewardship Pledge Drive, we ask that you remember that it is only 
through your unselfish giving that the ministry of 5th Avenue UMC go forward. Sisters and Brothers in Christ, the 
consistency and grace displayed by each of you will help lead our congregation however long this crisis lasts. 
 
PRAY. It’s what we do. I won’t belabor this point. Every tactical or intentional conversation is in relationship with God’s 
story. As we pray individually, let’s listen communally, together, for what is creating feelings of togetherness and common 
vision. It might be part of where God calls us to journey next. 
 
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR YOUR STORY. What do you value in church? What is your hunger in this time? 
Connections? Learning? Making sense of all this? People of God, sometimes what you value might not be where church 
leaders spent their time or where the budget has been directing financial and staff resources. Speak – your leadership is 
listening. We are open to letting things go that aren’t serving our purpose or members true needs. Speak for your humble 
servant-leaders are listening. 
 
Each one of you are precious and valued. Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do to serve God and each 
other. An especially heartfelt thank you to our strongest financial supporters, who have enabled us to keep going during 
these months of financial crisis. Your support above your planned giving, truly made all the difference. These times of 
crisis has evoked increased need; thank for grasping this opportunity to step up your financial commitment and realizing 
the joy of making a difference.  5th Avenue UMC, YOUR CHURCH, exists for “such a time as this”. Be the church. 
None of us know what all will shake out of this crisis but, stewardship is the personal responsibility of each one of the 
baptized.  
 
KEEP BEING THE CHURCH. Again, the most important thing we as church can do right now is to glorify God and 
love our neighbors.  
 
With 2 ½ months remaining in 2020, please strive to complete your 2020 pledge. If you are having financial 
concerns, please contact Pastor Clarissa or a Financial Team member. This update will enable us to make wise 
decisions relating to our 2020 financial obligations. If you did not complete a stewardship pledge card, you are 
invited to do so. God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
Please contact the church office regarding on-line giving, mailing in your financial stewardship, or dropping off your 
financial support.  

 
THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD, LIVED IN IMITATION OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST, IS 
CHALLENGING, EVEN DIFFICULT IN MANY WAYS; BUT BOTH HERE AND HEREAFTER IT IS 
CHARGED WITH INTENSE JOY. 

 
Let us pray: Generous and loving God, we come to you in thanksgiving, knowing that all we are and all that we have is a 
gift from you. In faith and love, help us to do your will. We are listening. Speak your words into the depth of our souls, 
that we may hear you clearly. We offer to you this day all the facets of our lives, whether it be at home, at work, or at 
school. We seek to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy. Give us the wisdom and insight to understand 
your will for us and the fervor to carry out our good intentions. We offer our gifts of time, talent and possessions to you 
as a true act of faith, to reflect our love for you and our neighbors. Help us to reach out to others as you have reached out 
to us. Amen. 
 
Your faithful servant-leader, 
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Pastor Clarissa 


