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Leslie & Alana DaltON  
Half-Century 
Anniversary 

Hello dearest Friends! 
 
Please join me as we celebrate two 

special people – Leslie & Alana Dalton - as they celebrate their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary! Join me during the month of October as we reminisce 
about a beautiful love story that began a over fifty years ago. It will means 
so much to our Golden Couple to share your precious memories with them 
as it affirms the amount of love that has been showered upon them for many 
blessed years. Your presence is not only a declaration of how blessed Mr. 
Leslie & Ms. Alana are with enduring friendships, but it is also a testament 
to the type of people each of you are. You all make wonderful friends! There 
is a saying that goes, “to love and be loved is to feel the sun from both sides”. 
Maybe that would explain all the cozy warmth that fills the hallow walls of 
5th Avenue United Methodist Church. 
 
First of all, congratulations, Mr. Leslie & Ms. Alana! Fifty years of doing 
anything is a long time, and fifty years of happy married life is really quite remarkable. 
 
In our lifetimes, we are gifted with a limited number of truly "landmark moments". They start small enough, like 
learning to tie your shoe or learning to drive a car or throwing your graduation cap into the air. But then, as we grow, 
they grow too. They grow in power and significance. There is that perfect landmark moment when you look into the 
eyes of the most loving, caring, and giving individual that you've ever known and realize you've found true love. A 
special love of longing that allows you to smile from the heart. A love that is a companion and melts your very soul. 
That moment and the commitment which follows should be celebrated to its fullest. And so, your 5th Avenue Family 
& Friends wanted to ensure that this particular awesome moment, 50 years ago, in the lives of our favorite couple, 
Mr. Leslie & Ms. Alana, does not pass unrecognized. 
 
Many of you can remember looking back to this loving couple who began their committed journey with 5th Avenue 
United Methodist Church many years ago. You may have had the opportunity to see them as they were in the 
beginning . . . as they anticipated the days ahead of them, wondering what they would find in their service to the 
church and in each other. This 50th anniversary especially, is the perfect time to slowly leaf through those memories 
they and you have made together. They are the moments that brought them to where they are today, still anticipating, 
still writing the pages that they will remember for many more tomorrows. 
 
There is a saying that goes “Tell me whom you love and I will tell you who you are.” Ms. Alana, because of your 
grace and loveliness it isn't hard to see why Mr. Leslie fell in love with you. You were especially attentive to all the 
details which make a family thrive and your house becomes a home every time each of you walked though the front 
door as the ears and heart are filled with the myraid of musical sounds generated by the musical talent of Mr. Leslie.  
 
Both of you have given life to the many ministries of our church and allowed us to worship and engage in robust 
fellowship and worship services. You encourage us to live as true disciples of Christ. You keep us all happy, rich 
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with love and fun. The nature of your relationship with each member and friend of 5th Avenue has transformed as 
you have faithfully and committedly served God and God’s people. It has grown, just as we have grown, and today, 
Ms. Alana & Mr. Leslie, take your places as two elite servant-leaders who we are thankful humbled to call you Sister 
and Brother in Christ. Just as when the church was still an infant taking milk, we are now mature Christians, we are 
comforted and encouraged that both of you are still there when we look over our shoulders for a reassuring presence 
as we forge new roads leading to new ministries and reaching the beautiful people of the Beloved Community. 
 
And Mr. Leslie, there is something captivating about your obvious affection for Ms. Alana that overdlows into your 
relatonships with others. As your patience and kindness has kept us all grounded, you stand as one of our biggest 
protectors when life has gotten to be overwhelming. You quietly share your wisdom at all the right times, and even 
when you don't, you never failed to give us the gift of laughter to lighten our loads. You have always been an honored 
doorkeeper of our church- a spiritual ambassador for our church. Thank you Mr. Leslie for the quality work you are 
doing here at 5th Avenue UMC as you faithfully perform your custodial tasks. I am sure there are days when it may 
not seem like a job or ministry that is having an impact on people for eternity, but I encourage you to not think in 
those terms. Your committment and level of service are upon which measure all others. You have always inspired 
us to move forward and continue to strive to be our best. You have always been a positve influence on the life of our 
church and we am very humbly thankful that we have such a role model to learn from. 
 
Amidst all the complexities of life, there is an endearing lesson to be learned from the simplicity of your love for 
each other. The world has changed in so many ways since your wedding and yet, people are still choosing to get 
married. And I believe one reason is because they have seen people like you two demonstrate how well it can work. 
 
And, it's no wonder that our Christian love and service continues to grow and empact or community and global 
ministries. Because of the constant encouragement, support, and uncoditional love from both of you, we boldly stand 
proudly as failthful devoted eager on the battle field for Christ disciples. Ms. Alana and Mr. Leslie, each of you have 
your handprints on who we are and who we hope to become as a more faithful engaging beloved community. We 
are so very proud to be members of your inner circle – your Christian family. So proud to be cheerleaders of your 
50 year union . . . a reflection of your love for each other and your love for Christ. 
 
I closing by wishing each of you the very best; but then, you already have each other. There's a lot more to say, but 
we have the month of October to celebrate, our “Golden Couple.” 
 

A GOLDEN COUPLE 
Half a century ago, they say, 

A wonderful marriage began that day. 
Two beautiful people joined as one, 

And worked together to make living fun. 
We celebrate now those fifty years; 

We raise our glass and give three cheers: 
To partners in life in both work and play, 
It’s our pleasure to share your golden day. 

We love you so much more! 
Happy 50th Anniversary! 

 

PASTOR CLARISSA, BROTHER MARTIN 
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