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PRAYER: Great Creator, the tap on my shoulder is the call that accepts no refusal, the call we cannot ignore, 

the call that brings us to fall adoringly and wonderingly at the feet of Christ. The tap on the shoulder comes to 

all of us; always saying, "Come, follow Me, and I'll make thee.” Prayer, and time to listen to God’s 

whisperings, helps us remember you are a God of love and possibilities. 

 
“A TAP ON THE SHOULDER!” 

 

A former parishioner was sitting in church intently listening while I preacher. I said, “There may come a time 

in your life when God taps you on the shoulder and how you respond to that tap will change your life forever.” 

As soon as the words came from my mouth, she felt a literal tap on her shoulder. At the close of the service, 

she turned to the members sitting behind her and said, “That wasn’t funny.” They stared at her in astonishment 

while she proceeded to tell them, “I know you tapped me on the shoulder at the appropriate time.” They were 

shocked by her words and she immediately realized they stood innocent.  

 

So where had the literal tap come from? Did someone drop or something fall from ceiling? Or had God really 

come close and tapped her?  Had God singled her out? Was this the tap the I was referring to? 

 

After we visited about the occurrence, there was no explanation in the natural of what happened, but I took it 

very seriously. We went before the Lord trembling in prayer and told Him if that was His tap, her answer was 

yes. Whatever He wanted from her, it was a yes.  

 

I remember my Dad challenging me to be ready and expectant for God. His words described us standing on 

our tiptoes with hands raised to God saying, “Choose me God. Choose me!” Living in a position of readiness 

was new to me at that time. Needless to say, all of this together had me a bit uneasy; but in a good way. Have 

you ever had a tap on the shoulder? Or when did you last feel a tap on your shoulder? 

 

I think we have all had a shoulder tap at one time in our life. Probably, most feel a shoulder tap almost every 

day. A shoulder tap may be a prompting, possibly from God or the Holy Spirit, leading you to act especially 

when you would not have acted otherwise. 

 

Sometimes God’s ways of getting our attention are strange and unexplainable. We can keep him in our “That 

Makes Sense” box or we can live this life of faith He beckons us to. Oftentimes there are no human 

explanations to the way things occur.  Circumstances don’t look like, feel like or sound like it could possibly 

be God. But He is God and we are not and He is able to accomplish His will any way that He chooses. We are 

given the privilege to choose to respond by the spirit or by the flesh.  

 

My former member could have stood up in church and demanded, “Who tapped me on the shoulder at just the 

right moment?” She could have spent hours thinking, pondering, seeking to understand what the tap was all 

about.  When I try to understand the ways of God with just your mind? You can become paralyzed by your 

own thinking and miss the Spirit.  

 

Paralyzed with your own demand to understand will cause me to miss many surprises, treasures, revelations 

and experiences that await you. It is all part of Jesus comparing us to little children that believe with simple, 

unhindered faith, a faith that accepts God’s ways and thoughts are higher than our “I have to make sense of 

this” “did that really happen” adult mind.  

 

For some of you, some of these nudges could be an invitation to become part of a 5th Avenue Committee; to 

start a feeding ministry for the kids that have to say at home for school and don’t get breakfast or lunch; lead a 

book or bible study; send our cards or make calls to our homebound member and our seniors; send cards or 
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letters to our college students who are challenged by this season of hybrid learning; to join the hand bell choir; 

to sing for our worship services; to just ask where can you serve. All these God-taps, often delivered by Pastor 

Clarissa or Church Leadership or even strangers, led to life unfolding in ways you have never expected. 

 

I wonder what you have missed in those times when you didn’t accept God’s invitation to something new. 

Those could have been the times when you let fear rule or justified not saying yes by saying, “I have more 

important things that I want to do”, or you chose to stay where you were comfortable rather than face the 

unknown. People of God, those were the times when you failed to abide in God’s love because of your own 

human weakness. 

 

Fortunately, God never gives up on us. Taps on the shoulder, nudges, invitations continue, unless we shut the 

door on God. 

 

When we allow ourselves to say yes to God’s invitations, to step out in faith in spite of our fear, God-taps 

inevitably lead to times of growth. While it is true that when we accept God’s invitations, we are often forced 

to push past our limitations or grapple with pain and loss, the journey is always a journey toward wholeness. 

 

God’s ways are always right, although not always comfortable or pleasurable. His ways often lead us down 

paths of great suffering and sacrifice, but I will still say, “His ways are always right and best.” “My thoughts 

are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord. 

 “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) 

  

Faith responds: “God I don’t understand what just happened. I don’t know what to do with the tap, but I say, 

“Yes”. I trust you God. I choose you and I choose your way. I take my own thoughts captive and choose your 

word over my own understanding.” 

 

There are other times when you “just have a feeling” that someone you know (a colleague, a friend, a family 

member, a neighbor, or, even a stranger) needs a special touch from you. A kind word, a sacrificial act, 

encouragement, or tangible help can often make the difference in the day or life of that individual. When we 

respond to that “shoulder tap”, we are taking a step-in faith that we are standing into the gap for that person. 

You may never know how much a simple word of encouragement can be for someone struggling through a 

tough time in their own life. You never know the difference that you can make to someone with a simple kind 

act. 

 

That one simple yes, many years ago have led to many yes’s in my life. I am learning to trust Him more every 

day because His ways are always right. Are there some unexplainable things that you need to lay down today 

and accept that God is a good, caring, forgiving, loving Father, perfect in all His ways? Do you need to lay 

down your demand to understand? Will you let Him have your unquestioning faithful “Yes”?  

 

So, today, my Sisters and Brother, think about how you will respond the next time you feel a “shoulder tap.” 

Will you merely ignore it or think that you are imaging it? Or, will you respond and, in the process, make a 

difference in the life of someone else. Let’s start looking for how we can make a difference in someone’s life.  

 

You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees. Psalm 119:68 “God requires our obedience 

before our understanding.”  

 

5th Avenue UMC, ‘you have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay 

you.’ Be amazingly blessed and say yes to your shoulder tap. In the glorious name of Jesus. Amen! 
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