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PRAYER: As Your church, Father—a people purchased by the blood of Your dear Son for the glory of Your great 

name—we ask that You would be pleased to bless our time together in Your Word.  Prepare our hearts and minds to 

receive what You have to say to us this day.  We pray that we will be faithful to the original meaning of the passage 

before us, while permitting Your Holy Spirit to apply it directly to our present circumstances as a local gathering of 

believers, brought together by grace and kept together by our covenant with one another.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

“Put On The Lens Of Faith” 

 

Good Shepherd Sunday 5th Avenue UMC. As October 2020 is quickly coming to an end, I extend to each of you 

continued messages of encouragement and inspiration during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

During this difficult time, I had a profound realization on the importance of prayer. As a Pastor, I consistently offer 

intercessory prayers for each of you; praying for your safety and protection and wellbeing but also the community of 

West Bend and Washington County, our nation and world. I’m praying for all of you, praying that God will continue to 

watch over us and protect us and He will guide us through this unbelievable testing time. 

 

I’m so conscious of the challenges that so many of us are facing and especially the sadness around our empty churches 

and how hard it is to be away from the holy sacraments. I am so moved by many of you who are viewing the worship 

services virtually and making such an effort to stay connected with the church and our spiritual lives despite the 

limitations we are currently under. We pray to be back to in-person worship for the 1 Sunday of Advent, 29 November 

2020. 

 

There are three things I would like to communicate each of you on this Good Shepherd Sunday. 1st: God loves you 

very much. This is something so important for all of us to remember and tell God you love him in return. 2nd: Be 

faithful to your prayer. This is so important. At any time in life, be faithful to your prayer. This will sustain you through 

so many things in life and it will help you during this unusual season of stress, anxiety, and unpredictability. 3rd: we 

are truly a community of people, the Body of Christ. It is so important that we remember this. Nobody is in this alone 

and nobody is alone. United we stand victorious; divided we fail and fall in defeat. 

 

Today, 5th Avenue UMC, I clearly see that this is the Church’s moment to shine, to come out of her comfort zone. It is 

true that it has been an unhappy time for me- not seeing many of you and especially not being able to care for you, hold 

you hand, pray for and with you, have a presence in the challenging moments of your life, and to praise and worship 

God in person with you. However, it has been a destined period for me to reimagine praise and worship as we bring the 

transforming spirit to you via, mailings, virtually, and hopefully once again, in-person. I really believe that it is the 

Church’s moment to shine because we are using every creative and unique means possible to share and express the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

Too often in our lives even us a Christians, the cares of this world, the pain, suffering, persecution, struggles, 

uncertainties, etc. can cause us to grow weary in doing what God commands and expects of us. This can be especially 

hard and sometimes fruitless for the vocation of pastoring. The writing on the front cover was given to me when I 

accepted my call to the ministry from my Dad; who at this time was in his 48th year of ministry. When I accepted my 

call to serve God and God’s people, I became a 4th Generation Methodist Pastor. Having served God faithfully and 

passionately, my Day knew that there would be times in my life that storms, now raging torrential hurricane storms 

would come into my life. And the Ship, being Ministry would cause me heartache, heartbreaking drop to my knees pain 

and disappointment, questioning of my call to be a Pastor, and even broken relationships. But  the powerful words from 

my god-fearing, committed, “I will serve God until I die”, nothing can separate me from my God – Father; prayed that 

when these time rose in my life that I would fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of my faith, who for the joy 

set before me endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 

Jesus who endured such opposition from sinful humanity, so that I will not grow weary and lose heart. That I would 

Stay on the Ship. 
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Apostle Paul in our scripture reading is not trying to downplay the reality of pain and suffering but what he is saying to 

us is “yes” pain and suffering is real if viewed from an earthly perspective and at times may seem more than we can 

endure but when viewed from the lenses of eternity by faith through the Word of God we will see that they are only 

temporary. The spiritual/mental goal today is not to view my or your pain and suffering as it is pleasurable or don’t 

exist, but for us to bring our temporary earthly suffering in comparison to God’s heavenly glory that will be revealed in 

us when Christ returns for it is that place where we will be strengthened. 

 

The Apostle Paul was well aware of the weightiness of ministry.  In one place he spoke of “the daily pressure on (him) 

of (his) anxiety for all the churches” (2 Corinthians 11:28).  It is quite possible that no minister of the Gospel ever faced 

as much opposition from outsiders or criticism from those within the church as did he. Constantly forced to defend his 

apostleship and never comfortable in doing so, he nevertheless recognized that he must—he absolutely must—

persevere...not for his sake exclusively, but for the preservation of the Gospel and the protection of God’s people. 

 

His strongest and most personal words in that regard were reserved for the Corinthian church...a church that had 

allowed the worldly culture to influence its manner of life and ministry.  Repeatedly, Paul issued to the Christians their 

words of correction and challenge intended to remind them who they were and Who they belonged to.  No church 

today likes to think of itself as a church like the one in Corinth, but the sad truth is that nearly every church—if it is 

self-aware—can find some measure of application in Paul’s apostolic counsel to that local assembly. 

 

As you and I look at 2 Corinthians 4 together, I call your attention to how often he uses the first-person plural pronoun 

“we,” “us,” “our” in this chapter...more than two dozen times.  Speaking in this manner, Paul is writing not merely in a 

personal sense but in a corporate sense as well.  This isn’t just about him or them, it’s about “us.”  And because the 

unchanging Scriptures have been passed along from Paul’s generation to ours, this is about “us” you and me “us” 

together, 5th Avenue UMC.  Therefore, let us read and hear the Word of the Lord together, and allow it to speak to us 

today: 

 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 

seen are eternal. 

 

Paul employs the same phrase in three other places (Galatians 6:9, Ephesians 3:13, 2 Thessalonians 3:13), and we also 

find it falling from Jesus’ lips in Luke 18:1 when He told His disciples, “They ought always to pray and not lose heart.”   

To “not lose heart” means “to not lose courage.”  John Calvin writes, “We do not fail in our duty, but fulfill it 

faithfully.”  In other words, the minister does not shrink from his responsibilities but discharges them frankly and 

faithfully. 

 

As for their part, those to whom the pastor ministers are charged in another place—namely Hebrews 13:17—to “Obey 

your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. 

Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be no advantage to you.”  The weight of ministry is 

enormous, and it is easy to “lose heart.”  Just how are you and I to keep that from happening? Here in 2 Corinthians 4, 

Paul provides three incentives for us so that we do not “lose heart.”  The first of these is seen in verses 1 through 6: We 

do not lose heart because we have a glorious ministry (verses 1-6). 

 

In the face of opposition, Paul was motivated to persevere by the power of the Gospel so that, through his ministry, it 

would accomplish the purpose God had ordained for it to do.  Often in his epistles, and especially in this one, he 

chronicles the litany of obstacles he encountered to get God’s message of salvation and sanctification into the hearts 

and minds of those to whom he had been sent.  In chapter 6 (verses 4 and 5), he speaks of having endured “afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, (and) hunger” any one of which would 

have kept the average Baptist home from church on a Sunday morning.  Through them all, Paul persevered. He gets 

more specific in chapter 11 (verses 23-27). 
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In that last phrase, Paul shares his motivation for ministry...at least in terms of its members.  You see, Paul was a 

“churchman (person).”  He loved the church of Jesus Christ, and was willing to give his life for it.  Every Pastor worthy 

of the title understands what he meant.  That is because, according to verse 1, “this ministry (is given) by the mercy of 

God.”  And what a glorious ministry it is! 

 

It is “the mercy of God” that keeps the Pastor from giving up in the face of obstacles and opposition. In addition, it 

keeps them from being a cheat and self-promoter, as the rest of this first section of chapter 4 points out.  It is “the glory 

of God in the face of Jesus Christ” that keeps them going. There is no greater reward for the Good Shepherd than when 

the “veil” of unbelief and spiritual blindness are removed from people through the preaching of the Word and “the 

glory of Christ, who us the image of God” is revealed. 

 

The ministry of the Gospel is not for the fainthearted.  It can be difficult beyond words.  Indeed, “the god of this world” 

a no less formidable foe than Satan himself, constantly wars against every faithful Pastor in the fulfillment of their 

mission. But persevere that woman or man of God must.  In the end, even though visible results may appear to be few, 

it is worth every heartache and headache that comes their way. Heaven will reveal it to be so. That is because it is a 

glorious ministry. Therefore, “we do not lose heart.” 

 

Our view of life is our determining factor in whether or not we continue on in the struggle or give up and quit. Does 

following Christ makes us immune from the test, struggles and sufferings of life? No! Jesus reminds us in John 16:33- I 

have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world. Now is the time to seek God through His Word for He promises to keep thee in perfect peace 

whose mind is stayed on Him. Faith or fear? God’s view or your view? God’s way or your way? Life on earth is short 

and temporary. If we lived 100 years, what are they in comparison to eternity? Faith in God alone! Without it, it is 

impossible to please God! It’s time to put on the lenses of faith if we want to survive these perilous times in which we 

live. 

 

The purpose of preaching is to convey a message and not to garner praise. Preaching is not about the preacher or even 

the sermon, it is about making spiritual ills surface so that people can be healed, or making spiritual realities apparent, 

so that people can be strengthened. 

 

Ministry begins when the sermon ends. The sermon sets a topic, it gets people thinking, it brings spiritual issues to the 

forefront where they can be resolved or it can mean that the person has reached a breakthrough and needs your help to 

grow further—or it can mean that a problem has finally bubbled to the surface and the person needs your help to deal 

with it. 

 

A Good Shepherd hopes that the sheep come to them with their sins and anxieties; feeling safe revealing things to us 

that they would never tell another living soul. The sheep come to the Good Shepherd confident that we will give them 

constructive help rather than condemnation; knowing they will receive love rather than rejection; knowing they will 

receive wisdom rather than jingles; come when they are troubled. 

 

The Good Shepherd sometimes has to rub people where they hurt in order to heal them. Preaching is the diagnostic 

tool, not the treatment. The ministering begins when the preaching ends, so a sermon is only good if it leads to the 

congregation’s spiritual growth toward God. 

 

As your humble Pastor I ask for your prayers. By God’s grace I want to provide the confident leadership that this 

church deserves to have. Despite our love and concern for one another, our inherent differences have at times created 

invisible and unintended barriers between us that limit our ability to fully listen to, understand, and appreciate one 

another. Differences of valid opinion—ranging from racial, political, and theological perspectives—can be either 

healthy or divisive, depending on how we reveal them and respond to them with one another. I truly hope that we will 

be able to give each other the freedom to share our diverse perspectives while continuing to love and serve one another.  

Know that my disagreement does not equate with “disrespect.” At that same time, because I am your Pastor, I am the 
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one who must “give an account” to the Lord (cf. Hebrews 13:17) for the sheep in my care and the decisions that are 

ultimately made. 

 

I admit to you that I have been more anxious about the opinions of people than I ought to have been. In my heart of 

hearts, I long to serve God and to honor Him in everything that I say and do. I truly do. But on occasion, I inadvertently 

find myself seeking the approval of my church family more than the approval of God. I have done that with you at 

times, remaining silent when I should have spoken up. How encouraging it has been for me to be reminded in recent 

days that the Lord delights in using “jars of clay” like me from which to dispense His valuable “treasure.” Every 

divinely-called Pastor has been called to proclaim “the whole counsel of God” (cf. Acts 20:27) to their people - 

withholding nothing, because it is the Word of God that gives and sustains life and protects your soul from the world, 

the flesh, and the devil. I pray that the Lord will give me grace to be faithful to do that - both from this pulpit, as well as 

over coffee or lunch, so that God alone, and not humanity, may be glorified. 

 

A few of you have admitted to me recently that you are feeling a sense of discouragement when you look around and 

see empty seats once occupied by those who have served this body so faithfully in recent years. No one has felt the loss 

of elder leadership more than I have, but it has surely impacted us all.  As with most small churches, a few have been 

called upon to bear the load of ministry, and those individuals are growing tired and need relief. Recent discussions 

about the future of this ministry have added to the tension and pressure that we all feel. Hopefully, I am not alone in 

wanting to “recalibrate” in order to consider what we are what we have been doing, and begin doing ministry together 

more effectively. As the 2nd and 3rd chapters of Revelation point out, no local church is indispensable. In fact, we need 

to recognize that our future as “an outpost for the Kingdom of God” is always dependent upon our faithful obedience to 

the decree of the King whom we serve. 

 

Given the opportunity, no doubt you would be able to add to the list of my shortcomings as I have just stated them. But 

let’s turn the spotlight of you for a moment and allow me to leave several admonitions with you in the form of personal 

challenges.  I trust that you will receive them with the same spirit of love with which they are given. 

 

Let me encourage you to sharpen your spiritual disciplines in the manner of more consistently reading and meditating 

on God’s Word, praying more meaningfully, worshiping more faithfully, evangelizing more intentionally, serving more 

sacrificially, and giving more generously.   

 

Are you spending time each day in silence and solitude before God, tuned into the sound of His gentle whisper (1 

Kings 19:12) in your heart?  Where do you need to improve in your spiritual disciplines?  Where can I help you?  

Please to let me know. 

 

It is equally important that you faithfully show up for services virtually or in-person. The Scriptures exhort us to not 

neglect gathering together (Hebrews 10:25), they are essential to the ongoing spiritual life of this church...not to 

mention your spiritual health. While it is recognized that you may not be able to be present “every time the doors are 

open,” I encourage you to evaluate your priorities at those times when the church gathers. “Reasons” and “excuses” 

may appear valid at the moment, but I urge you to lay yourself before the all-seeing “eye of God” in this matter. The 

reality is, your church family needs you and you need the fellowship of your brothers and sisters in Christ. And, if I 

may be direct, I—as your Pastor—need you.  I need your encouragement.  I need to know and to see that my 

investment in you is bearing fruit. 

 

Share the Gospel with others.  What that implies is that you embrace the Gospel and know how to tell it to others. It is 

this to which you and I have been called.  Jesus has compelled us to “make disciples” (Matthew 28:19), and He has 

given us everything we need—including His personal presence —to equip us to get the job done. Are you being and 

bearing a consistent witness for Christ?  Are you living a holy life, one distinct from those around you?  Do others with 

whom you work and live even know that you are His follower?  I pray that they are able to recognize that you have 

been called out of the world by the sovereign grace of God to represent Him in your “little corner of the world.”  Who 

is on your list of cell phone contacts that you should be inviting to our services?  This church will never grow on 



 5 

Sundays and these seats will never be filled until each one of us gets busy about making Christ known the rest of the 

week. 

 

Over its 172-year history, 5th Avenue United Methodist Church has experienced a significant number of “peaks and 

valleys.”  I am a hopeful perso and fortunately, I serve a God who stands by Hs promises. Because of Him, I feel 

confident that the Lord is not finished with us yet, and that fruitful days of ministry for God’s glory yet await us. But 

that will not happen apart from your commitment, first to Jesus Christ, the One who died in your place in order to give 

you eternal life and then to your investment in ministry of this local body, 5th Avenue UMC.  Jesus is worth every 

investment and sacrifice we can make for His glory. The challenge before us is both personal and corporate. With Paul, 

may you and I be able to say, “We do not lose heart.” 

 

As one week passes into the next, the years quickly accumulate. I preached my first sermon from this pulpit more than 

4 years ago, and have served as this church’s humble Pastor-servant leader. God has blessed me with reasonably good 

health and a remarkably supportive husband and best friend, Brother Martin, awesome Millennials, loving Fur Kids, 

and the most beautiful granddaughter (totally bias).  All of us love you each of you dearly.  

 

My prayer for this local body is that we continue to stand shoulder-to-shoulder, linking arms with one another in the 

great work to which the Lord has called us. He Himself has said, “Those who wait for the LORD shall renew their 

strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint” 

(Isaiah 40:31). 

 

For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who 

said, let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory 

of God in the face of Christ. —2 Corinthians 4:6, NIV Let the church say, “Amen.” 

 

 

 

 


