
SERMON:   “A SPARK TO BEGIN OUR ADVENT JOURNEY!”  Pastor Clarissa 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES & OURSELVES~ 

 

Stewardship As A Means of Discipleship 
 

Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV). Gratitude changes the lens 
through which we see the circumstances in our little slice of time. Thanksgiving changes 
our perspective despite broken dreams, broken relationships, tumultuous circumstances, 
and unfulfilled longings. As you praise God for who He is and thank Him for what He’s 
done, your perspective of Him grows larger and your problems grow smaller. As a result, 
you will experience a deeper sense of intimacy with God as the emotional gap between 
what you know to be true and how you feel at the moment closes. 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Great God of wonderful surprises: we enter this season of preparation for your Son’s 
coming, looking not for just a memory of past events, but anticipating a return. We 
strive to get our lives in order and pray that our giving of ourselves to these 
preparations might reflect the earth-shaking importance of his coming. Help us to 
give ourselves generously, for we do not know the day or the hour. We pray in the 
name of the one who will come. Amen. (Mark 13:24-37) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                        “My Hope Is Built”                               UMH 368 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: On this 1st Sunday of Advent, we gathered in the abundance of Advent Hope 
that: Your light can penetrate the darkness of our despair…Your goodness can 
overcome the chaos of our evil…Your grace can transform the rubble of our sin… 
Your life can make all things new. 
 
Pastor: We begin this Advent “wilderness trip” around your fire of grace as prisoners of 
HOPE. And HOPE does not disappoint us, because the love of God has been poured 
out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who had been given to us. As we leave the house 
of the Lord, open your eyes to the signs of God’s presence all around you. Stay awake, and 
be constantly ready to welcome the Prince of Peace. Put on the clothes of Jesus Christ, and 
walk with the Spirit in the path of light.  
 
POSTLUDE:                     
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Advent Wilderness - a place of miracles! 

Join us for a “wilderness trip” for this year’s Advent 

preparations. We’ll begin around a “campfire”—a place 

where stories come alive and emotions intensify as we 

fear God’s absence, regret the wrongs we have done, 

and tremble in God’s presence. 
 

                                       

Kelly Louk, Liturgist 
 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 



~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   
ORGAN PRELUDE:                                                                   John Abuya, Organist    
 
 

~ CALL TO COMMUNITY~                      
 

Pastor: It’s Advent. Jesus is near. With the rest of the people of God you are out in the 
wilderness waiting for him to appear. How can you make straight the paths of your own 
life? Be open to a change of heart, to letting yourself be turned in a new direction. To what 
new roles—perhaps unexpected ones—does your life, like John’s, point? Could it be to 
bring some forgiveness and peace to yourself, your family, your friends, your coworkers, 
the world? It only takes a spark to bring light to a dark and hurting world.  
 

~ LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE ~                      
 

Liturgist: In ancient times, God’s people were waiting for the coming of the promised 
Messiah. The Lord had promised that the day would come when he would fulfill the 
gracious promise he had made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. The gospels 
record how that promised Messiah came as a baby. That child grew to be a man who was 
fully human and yet divine—Jesus Christ, our Lord. Shout for joy to the Lord, all the 
earth! Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs! 
 
All: O God, in the days to come the mountain of your house will be established, 
and your joy shall reign. We pray for your wisdom and guidance, that you might 
teach us your ways and that we might walk in your paths. 
 
Liturgist: We light this first Advent candle in celebration of the Christ who came. We 
look forward to that wonderful day when he will come again. (Light the first candle of the 
Advent wreath, Purple; the prophecy candle, or candle of Hope. 
 
Let us pray to our Lord who has come and is coming again: God in heaven, how great it 
is that we can come to this place and celebrate the Jesus who came and who surely 
will come again. May this be a season filled with joy and meaning for us who put 
our HOPE in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ—who was and who is and who is 
to come. It is in his name that we pray. Amen. 
 
ADVENT HYMN:            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse – 1        UMH 211 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:              
             

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
Leader: Listen to the Spirit urging us to get ready. 
All: Our calendars are already full. 
Leader: Listen to the Spirit calling us to wait. 
All: We’ve already been waiting; we have to wait everywhere we go. 
Leader: Listen to the Spirit inviting us to walk in the way of God. 
All: This is good news! 
Leader: The way of God is the path of peace. 
All: We are glad to be in the house of the Creator! 
Leader: May the Advent blessing of hope be with you. 
All: We rejoice, for we are blessed to walk in the light of God! 
 
*PRAYER: (UNISON)  
O God beyond time, we are an impatient people. As the days grow shorter and the 
darkness longer, teach us to wait with faithful expectation. In this time of worship, 
open our eyes and hearts to the Advent blessings in our midst. May every day be a 
day of gratitude for your compassion and grace. Through the guidance of your 
Spirit, lead each one of us in the pathways that make us hopeful. In the name of 
Emmanuel, God with Us, we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Isaiah 2) 
L: The light of God’s love shines brightly! The invitation is given: Come, walk in the light. 
 
HYMN:                                          “Pass It On”                                             UMH 572 
                    

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Exodus 13:18; Isaiah 35:6; 32:15; 35:1 New Living Translation (NLT) 

 

So, God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the Red Sea. 
Thus, the Israelites left Egypt like an army ready for battle. The lame will leap like 
a deer, and those who cannot speak will sing for joy! Springs will gush forth in the 
wilderness, and streams will water the wasteland; until at last, the Spirit is poured 
out on us from heaven. Then the wilderness will become a fertile field, and the 
fertile field will yield bountiful crops. Even the wilderness and desert will be glad in 
those days. The wasteland will rejoice and blossom with spring crocuses. 
 
                  L: This is the word of the Lord.                  All: Thanks be to God.   
 
 



2020 Advent Journey 
 

Have the Youth imagine they’re 

sitting around a campfire.  
 

Ask them how they know that God is here.  

 Tell them that in our Bible, the 

symbol of a fire often reminds people that 

God is with them.  

 What are other reminders that God 

is with us? (Love of our parents, nature, 

the beautiful world God created.)  

 All of these reminders give us HOPE.  

 During these four weeks of Advent, let’s pay attention to reminders of HOPE 

that God gives us.  

 Invite the Youth to report back next week. 

 
FAMILY ACTIVITY: PICTURES OF HOPE 

 

As a family, list or draw pictures of things kids are hoping for this Christmas. Together, 

decide and circle one or two things for which they are really hoping.  

 

Ask how these things could help them share Jesus (The Hope) with others. Choose one 

way to share The Hope (Jesus) with a friend. As a family, plan how to carry out that act of 

sharing. 

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS:  

1. Who is The Hope of the World?  

2. How can we share Jesus with friends and family? 

 
Daily Readings for the Family -  
Isaiah 7:14 •  
Matthew 2:10 •  
Luke 2:12 • 
Matthew 1:21 •  

Acts 5:31 • 
Get ready for Christ(mas) ~ Advent Calendar 2020 
 
November 29 
Light the 1st Advent 
candle, giving thanks 
for Jesus our Hope. 
[1st Sunday in Advent] 
 
November 30 
Ask a loved one how 
you can pray for them 
this week. 
 
December 1 
Have an instant dance party 
to your favorite song. 
 
December 2 
Make a handmade gift for 
a teacher or role model. 
 
December 3 
Pray with those who are 
looking for signs of HOPE 
and new life. 
 
December 4 
Pick up litter in a local park. 
Remember to wear a 
mask and gloves. 
 
December 5 
Give an unexpected 
compliment. 
 


