
community. May each seed of hope, peace and love grow within us into a harvest that 

can be feasted on by all. Let us pray: 

 

Loving God, we gather today rich in blessing, somehow believing that we merit the 

wealth and comforts that we enjoy. Forgive us, our God, for comfortably closing 

our eyes to the faces of the poor that stare blankly in our direction. With bellies 

full  

of grain and meat, we offer token gestures to the hungry in our world and we feel 

we have done enough. Forgive us, God, for keeping a distance between "us" and 

"them," for closing our ears to the cries of the hungry. With hands tightly clasping 

our treasures on earth, we cannot reach out to our oppressed brothers and sisters 

around this world. Forgive us for clinging to our own possessions rather than to 

you. Unite us with hearts of thanksgiving that we may work to insure freedom and 

justice for all. We’re all in this together, and together we can make a difference. 
Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN:                          “Bind Us Together”                           TFWS 2226 
           

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
BENEDICTION 
 
Dear Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives. For the winter, 
when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness. For the hope of spring, as we 
are filled with new promise and life. For summer time, full of warmth and color. And for 
autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth. You are always with us. Bind us together 
Lord in unity. Let us extend a helping hand to those less fortunate than ourselves. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE:                      “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”                            UMH 404 

 
May God bless you with Peace, love,  

Abundance and Prosperity this  
Thanksgiving Day and beyond!  
Pastor Clarissa, Bro. Martin &  

Accountable Leadership Board (ALB) 

5th AVE.  
   UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

      
THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE ~ November 24, 2020 

 

 

PRELUDE:                       “Let There Be Peace On Earth”                          UMH 431 
 
GREETING:  
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to you. Quite often, during these busy days of 
fellowship, feasting, and football the most important thing can be overlooked. What is 
that? It is giving thanks to God for His outpouring of bountiful blessings in our lives. 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.” Lastly, I want to wish each and every one of you, victorious 
moments ahead of you and may the love of God and the His free grace be with you all 
through Advent, Christmas and the birth of a new year. May God richly bless you. 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                          “Lead Me, Guide Me”                   TFWS 
2214 

               
CALL TO WORSHIP:   
 
Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and 
the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the 
kingdom; You are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; You 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 
 
PRAYER:  
 
May the strength of God pilot us. May the power of God preserve us. May the 
wisdom of God instruct us. May the hand of God protect us. May the way of God 



direct us. May the shield of God defend in us. May the host of God guard us 
against the snares of evil and the temptations of the world. May Christ be with us, 
Christ before us, Christ in us, Christ over us. May your salvation, O Lord, be always 
ours this day and for evermore. Eternal light, shine into our hearts; Eternal 
goodness, deliver us from evil; eternal power, be our support; eternal wisdom, 
scatter the darkness of our ignorance; eternal pity, have mercy upon us; that with 
all our heart and mind and soul and strength we may seek your face and be brought 
by your infinite mercy to your holy presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
HYMN:                          “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”                         UMH 
526    
                      

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE     Philippians 4:4-9 
Leader:  The Word of Life.   People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN:                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH94 
 
GOSPEL SCRIPTURE          John 6:25-35 

Leader:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ.     People:  Praise to the Living Word! 
 

RESPONSIVE HOMILY:        “THANKSGIVING IN THE LORD’S PRAYER”                      
 

P: Our Father in heaven, 

L: Father, when you created the heavens and earth, in love you gave them to mankind. 

When we abused your gift (and we confess we do that daily), you gave the world your 

Son to live and die for us. Through faith in Him, you give us the right to be a part of 

your family. Truly you are our Father. We give you thanks! 

 

P: Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. 

L: These are your priorities, Lord. These are the blessings you’ve given for us to 

become your family members and show our joy in being called your children. Forgive 

us for misusing your holy name, the name by which you have saved the world. Forgive 

us for forgetting that your kingdom comes when those who have been made a part of it 

through your love proclaim the Gospel to those who don’t know it. Forgive us for 

thinking that our will makes more sense than yours, that our will should be done over 

and above yours, even when that means sinning against you. In your name, in your 

kingdom and in your will, help us to see your willingness to shower us with your 

blessings, all because your Son knew it was more blessed for him to give to us than to 

receive. In gratitude for being made a part of your plans for salvation, make us willing 

to give so that others may be a part of what we are so joyful about. 

 

P: Give us today our daily bread. 

L: Lord God, since everything on earth is yours, since you ask us to remain here for the 

purpose of spreading your saving Word to others, we ask you to take care of our bodies. 

In whatever way appropriate for our individual mission on earth, let our bodies have  

the right amount of strength to carry out your work. Help us not complain about our 

physical conditions. Cause us to be thankful for what your gracious hand has given us. 

In thanks, use us as your instruments in giving to the needs of others, as well. 

 

P: Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

L: Lord Jesus, help us to look at others with your eyes, not our own. Ours judge others 

based on how they’ve treated us. Give us an ever-increasing awareness that when we 

were at our worst, you loved us, forgiving our sin. With that awareness, we will be 

moved to give this forgiveness, even to our enemies, by the way we speak to them and 

treat them. 

 

P: Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

L: So often, Lord, we betray you and ourselves. Your Word is a lamp to our feet; you 

lead us in the paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. Too often we get off that 

path because we’ve listened to the devil’s temptations. May your voice always be heard 

above Satan’s. It is the voice of the Good Shepherd who wants us to overcome and 

share in the victory he’s won for us. Lord, we are confident your power and love will be 

demonstrated fully when one day, you raise us from the dead to glory everlasting. 

 

All: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN:                                              “Freely, Freely                                      UMH 389 
 

~BRINGING IN THE HARVEST~                      

 

Gracious Creator, as we celebrate this season of thanksgiving, we give thanks for the 

blessings of food, provision and nourishment. Please grow in us a harvest for the world. 

Come sow a seed of hope within our souls Lord, that we might yield goodness, patience 

and kindness in abundance. Sow a seed of peace in our lives Lord, that we might bear 

the fruits of forgiveness, compassion and righteousness. Come sow a seed of love in our 

hearts Provider God, that others would reap the blessings of family, friendship and  



 


