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Ecclesiastes: Life Change Bible Study 
NAVPRESS / 2013 / PAPERBACK 
 

Going off of last chapter’s theme of wisdom being a 
good thing despite what we have come to call its 
“meaninglessness,” Solomon presents us with a 
chapter largely focused on the benefits of wisdom, 
largely mirroring another Biblical text that credits 
the large majority of its authorship to Solomon as 
well (the book of Proverbs). 
 
The question right off the bat is straightforward: 
“Who is like the wise? Who knows the explanation 
of things?” (8:1). In asking these questions, we are 
reminded of another benefit of wisdom previously 
unmentioned in chapter 7: It allows you to 
understand the ways of this world that much more. 
If this was not clear enough, Solomon goes on to 
state that “a person’s wisdom brightens their face 
and changes their hard appearance” – it raises their 
optimistic outlook on life and removes the stress 
and fear and hate that hardship often brings. 
(Remember now that we are speaking in terms of 
those who “see the sun” (7:11) and not those who 
are stuck seeing “under the sun” (ch.1-6), therefore 
the wisdom we speak of is wisdom received directly 
from God with His ultimate plans in mind.) 
 
Upon reaching verses 2-4, we must at first acknowledge the fact that the king mentioned in 
the text is not God, but instead Solomon referencing himself. In taking an oath to God. letting 
Him know that we trust Him and His sovereign will, we have thus made ourselves willing 
subjects to His will, and thus Solomon reminds us to honor those that God has placed above 
us, trusting that these people have been placed in power in accordance with God’s plans. Don’t 
rush away from this authority and don’t oppose them, for if you do, the consequences lie in 
their hands. Likewise, questioning the wise council of someone God has placed before you is 
inadvisable to say the least. This applies to how we honor God as well. 
 
Then comes verses 5-8, a series of statements that apply not only to those who obey God, but 
also serve as general truths regarding the benefits of wisdom and/or heeding the words of the 
wise: 

 
 We see that security is established. 
 We see and recognize our inability to know all.  
 We see that death comes unexpectedly. 
 We see that we get what we ask for. 

 
All these serve to remind us to enjoy life and live in the present, for while we realize our 
limitations and capabilities and we know that life is unpredictable and not necessarily fair, by 
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“seeing the sun” we can attain a wisdom that allows us to feel totally secure despite the 
discomfort. 
 
If Solomon had never turned to “see the sun,” we would only have the first six chapters, but 
God loved us so much that He pursued Solomon and reminded him the value of wisdom, 
which could only be attained through Him. Solomon, through this text, can point us towards 
God’s desire for a relationship with us because he felt it firsthand…understood how God 
constantly pursued him. Now it’s your turn. 
 
If Ecclesiastes was just saying that it pays to be good in the long run, and then waffled a bit, 
now he's fully reversed. The righteous and the evil face the same fate—they both die. And 
when you're dead, Ecclesiastes thinks, you just push up daisies. There's no afterlife. The dead 
know nothing and no one remembers anything about them. Oh, and everyone's hearts are full 
of evil. He just thought he'd mention it. 
 
Yet again, Ecclesiastes urges people to take pleasure in eating and drinking and to be merry. 
He says God has already approved of everything you're going to do. So, sweet—that's a total 
blank check, straight from God. (You're presumably supposed to still be good, though.) You 
should feel free to shop for fine clothes—"white garments" being Ecclesiastes’ preference—
slick back your hair with oil, and find someone to love. He repeats, yet again, his point about 
finding some kind of work to do. 
 
The chapter ends with a short tale about a little city under siege by a king's army. A poor but 
wise man in the city was able to save it from destruction. But no one remembered him or who 
he was… even though they're somehow able to still tell this story about him. But wisdom is 
"better than might." (No one's going to remember it forever, though.) 
 

Prayer: Lord, like Solomon I’ve found that you created each of us to be virtuous—but we’ve all 
followed our own ways instead. Forgive us. Forgive me. Please grant your wisdom to analyze 
and interpret this life, to light up our faces with your love. Amen. 
 
Week of 23 – 28 November 2020  

 
Opening Thought: Detail a time when you have been in trouble with authority in some way. 
(Police, at school, work, parents)  
 
Sometimes obeying authority can be incredibly difficult. We don’t like what they stand for or 
some of the decisions that are made so we want to take things into our own hands. Of course, 
this is where problems can arise very quickly. But disobeying authority isn’t just on a larger 
scale. It can be in smaller ways such as speeding, parking where you shouldn’t, sharing 
information for a test etc.…  
 
Read Ecclesiastes 8  
 
Questions:  
 
1- Why is the Teacher encouraging the listeners to obey authority?  

 Do we just obey no matter what? Is there a time that a believer should not obey 
authority?  
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 Why is nationalism (pride in ones country) both good and bad? Do you see ways that it 
is bad in America?  

 Also read Romans 12:9-21, 13:1-5. After reading this does it change your opinion on 
anything when it comes to how we view authority?  

 
2- What steps does the Teacher give to show the proper way to handle a “bad boss?”  
 
3- Why do we always have to remind ourselves of the big picture when it comes to 
organizations? (job or church for example).  
 
4- One of the worst things we can do when being part of a team of people is to constantly 
make decisions based on our own personal preferences. Why can that be bad for the team?  
 
5- Why is loyalty important?  

 Has anyone ever been disloyal to you? How did that make you feel?  
 
6- Why are verses 7 & 8 important?  
 
7- What is the Teacher mad about in verses 9 -14?  
 
8- Life stinks some times. That’s just reality. How does the teacher want us to respond in verse 
15? Does this make sense to you?  
 
Prayer Focus: Obedience, loyalty, perseverance  
 
Prayer: Father God, is it true that those who are wise will find a way to do what’s right? This 
world is so unfair. Wicked people are praised, crime goes unpunished, and yet…Despite these 
temporary appearances, those who honor you will always be better off. May I honor you today! 
Amen. 
 
Opening Thought: Do you have any fears or anxiety about death?  
 
Typically, one of the greatest fears we can have revolves around dying. But the reality is that if 
we have a good perspective on both life and death, wisdom will come flowing through us 
because the right things will really matter. It seems as if the Teacher in this chapter is all 
about despair but he’s trying to send a bigger message.  
 
Read Ecclesiastes 9:1-12  
 
Questions:  
 
1- How are the righteous and wicked described?  
 
2- In verse 2, why does he say it’s the “same for all?”  
 
3- What do the “living” have and who are the “living?”  

 How would your life change if you knew you only had a few more months to live?  
 
4- What are the differences between the living and the dead?  

 How do you describe the hope that you have?  
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 Why does hope & handling life’s circumstances well really attractive to those who don’t 
believe in Jesus?  

 How does the death and resurrection of Jesus bring hope in the future and the present? 
 
5- What command does he give us in vs 7-9?  

 How do we do that and why is it important?  
 b. Vs 9 can be applied to marriage as well. Why should this deeply affect how we date 

and our view of marriage? What core things have got to be there in whomever you are 
with? 

 
Prayer Focus: Enjoyment of life, reminder of the hope we have 
 
Prayer: Well, God, it seems that death is the great equalizer—we’re all going to die eventually. 
Should I mourn? Instead I’ll pray Solomon’s advice: Today may I enjoy my life, my food, my 
drink, my spouse! Whatever I do, may I do it well! These are things you approve, Lord. Thank 
you. Amen. 
 
 

WHAT’S IN YOUR 

DISCIPLESHIP WALLET? 
 

DISCIPLESHIP IS A 

MATTER OF 

STEWARDSHIP! 
 

I/We understand that all I/we 
have is a gift from God.  
 
In joyful thanks, I/we join with 
the 5th Avenue UMC Family & 
Friends to offer this generous 
financial gift.  
 
Especially this year, encourage Me to grow into my generous practice of financial 
stewardship. 
 
I/We know that through God these Thanksgiving gifts will support and grow our 
ministry in the year ahead. 
 

 

Your 2021 Pledge Card is coming! Your 2021 Financial Gift truly matters! 


