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Ecclesiastes: Life Change  

Bible Study 
NAVPRESS / 2013 / PAPERBACK 

 
So, in chapters 10 and 11, the Preacher is going to give us 
wise counsel on wisdom and folly, rulers, the 
unpredictability of life, speech, business, and your 
perspective on life. 
 
So, in chapter 10 the Preacher begins by contrasting 
wisdom and folly… 
 
Chapter 10 contents - 

 To preserve a character for wisdom.  
   (1-3)  

 Respecting subjects and rulers.  
   (4-10)  

 Of foolish talk. (11-15)  

 Duties of rulers and subjects.  
   (16-20) 
 
Ecclesiastes Chapter 11. The first six verses contain a 
series of sayings about the uncertainty of human 
industry, and are held together by the fourfold 
occurrence of the expression “thou knowest not”. 

Although man cannot comprehend God’s work, nor predict success, he needs to be involved in life’s 
activities and trust God for the results. 
 
Chapter 11 contents - 

 Exhortation to liberality. (1-6)  

 An admonition to prepare for death and to young persons to be religious. (7-10) 
 
Chapter 11 ends with where young men were told to rejoice in their youth, knowing that dark days are 
coming and will be many. And now we have a similar admonition in verse 1 of Chapter 12. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil [difficult] days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 
 
So, what better time to remember and know and serve your Creator than in the prime of your life? These 
are years of opportunity. Years of ability and strength. They’re easy years – compared to what’s to come in 
your life. 
 
Basically, the author of Ecclesiastes Chapter 12 – whom we know as the Preacher –describes some of the 
difficulties associated with growing old. And he does it in a poetic way. For instance, he talks about 
“grinders”. And when he does, he’s using that image metaphorically to refer to teeth. And then he goes on 
to say that they are few – which is something that does indeed happen in old age. 
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And we can tend to look at the way that the Preacher poetically pictures old age. And we can tend to laugh 
and think it’s humorous, but I don’t believe that’s the Preacher’s goal. He’s not writing this chapter to 
make you laugh. He’s writing this chapter to warn you. This is coming to you. It’s coming to you some day. 
 
This chapter is not primarily written to those who are experiencing these difficulties. No – older people 
already know about these things. The preacher is writing to those who are – verse 1 – “in the days of thy 
youth”. He’s writing to younger people who know nothing from personal experience of the realities that 
he’s describing. And he’s urging younger people to a certain way of living and thinking in light of the fact 
that dark days – as he describes them – are coming. 
 
And yet, the Preacher’s description of old age isn’t value-less for people already experiencing some of these 
issues. The Preacher himself – we can assume – was at least close to – if not completely experiencing – the 
time of life that he describes in chapter 12. His descriptions of old age are too real to be described by 
someone who knows nothing about them. 
 
So, with those considerations in mind, let’s enjoy the last week of our Ecclesiastes devotionals. 
 
Chapter 12 contents - 

 A description of the infirmities of age. (1-7)  

 All is vanity: also, a warning of the judgment to come. (8-14) 
 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, with your guidance today, may I: Avoid giving authority in my life to foolish people 
and ideas; seek wisdom to help me succeed; be wise in what I say, so my words don’t destroy me; and 
guard my thoughts from foolish assumptions. Amen! 
 
Week of 30 November; 1 – 5 December 2020  
 
Opening Thought: Who do you look to when you need to make an important decision? Why do you go to 
them?  
 
Time and chance are things that we cannot control in life but we can control our common sense. The 
decisions we make and situations we get into are shaped by the way that we think. If our faith and trust in 
God continues to grow then our decisions will be better as well.  
 
Read Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20  
 
Questions:  
 
1- What irony do you see in verses 13-16?  
 
2- Is our faith and trust in God static? Why is it important that they continue to mature?  

 What would change in your life if you fully trusted God?  
 
3- What are some ways that the wise man and foolish man are described?  

 Also read Philippians 4:8. List out what wisdom looks like and give an example of each.  
 
4- Can you name someone who had poise? How do you think they got it? What is different about them 
then other people?  
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5- What areas of your life need some help with wise judgment?  
 
6- In verses 12-14 he talks about our words again. Also read James 3:1-12. Why are our words so important?  
 
Prayer Focus: What comes out of our mouths, wisdom  
 
Prayer: Jesus, you bring light that’s sweet to my world—how pleasant it is to see a new day dawning today! 
Whether I’m young or old, in dark days or bright, may I always rejoice in the life you give. Guide my ways 
as I keep my body healthy, so I’m ready to meet you face to face in the end. Amen! 
 
Opening Thought: When was the last time you did something risky? In the final two chapters of 
Ecclesiastes the Teachers tone begins to change and he begins to challenge the listener to live a life that is 
risky. We need to live lives that our wise but aggressive. God has given us incredible strength and 
opportunity and when we focus on Him the possibilities are endless.  
 
Read Ecclesiastes 11 & 12  
 
Questions:  
 
1- What is the Teacher telling us to do in verses 11:1-6?  

 Why is it important to be so aggressive and not wait?  

 How should a believer’s life be “risky?”  
 

2- In 11:7-10 what kind of life does the Teacher want us to lead? (Also read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11)  
 
3- What warning does he give in vs 9? a. How does this warning affect our thinking?  
 
4- What are some differences between someone who is young vs someone who is old? (see it in 12:1-6)  

 How do you embrace getting older without losing some of the good things about being young?  
 
5- Who are we supposed to remember? Why?  
 
6- What does it mean to “Fear God and keep his commandments?”  
 
7- Why do you think the Teacher ends this book the way that he does?  
 
8- Summarize the book of Ecclesiastes.  

 What needs to change in your life to make sure you are moving towards a truly fulfilled life?  
 
Prayer Focus: what it means to focus on our Creator, Risky life 
 
Prayer: Whisper into my soul today, Lord, and help me remember: To honor you in my youth; to meditate 
on you before the light of sun, moon, and stars go dim in my eyes; to worship you before opportunities 
fade and my hair is white like an almond tree. When my body returns to dust, may my spirit return to you, 
who gave life to me. Amen! 
 

DISCIPLESHIP IS A MATTER OF STEWARDSHIP! 
HAVE YOU SUBMITTED YOUR PLEDGE CARD – GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER! 


