
Sermon for Nov. 22, 2016 – Ellen Johnson, Lay Servant 
 

 HOW CAN WE THANK GOD? 
 
As a child, we are told to always use 'please' and  'thank you' as a sign of respect 
to others.   
But as adults, do we show such respect and gratitude to others?  Why is it 
different when you grow up? 
 
When we were told we were going to be grandparents, first I cried tears of 
joy.  But then I started thinking of my role as a Grandma.  I decided I needed to be 
a role model for this precious child.  So I started using 'please' and 'thank you' 
more often to set a good example.  It's a habit I have continued, even though our 
granddaughter is now 20 years old.  It's something I just do automatically.   
It sometimes takes a restaurant worker or a cashier in a grocery store by surprise 
to have someone giving them thanks for doing their job.  The word thanks isn't a 
big word but it can have a huge impact. 
 
When is the last time you said thank you to God?  When you pray, do you just ask 
for help for yourself or others? Have you ever said a prayer to God thanking Him 
for your life and just leave it at that?  No "I need more money, my son or 
daughter is sick, I am desperate" but just saying a simple thanks God. I hope this is 
not a new concept for you. 
 
I suggest you read the 1st few chapters of Genesis about the creation of the 
earth.  Then sit and think about what you have just read.  God put a lot of thought 
and planning into what He was doing.  Nothing was created without a 
purpose.  Not even you! 
 
Please take the time to notice our earth and its creations.  Think of the trees, the 
flowers, the squirrels and birds and rabbits and deer.  Magnificent creatures, all of 
them.  We have had some absolutely beautiful sunrises and sunsets lately.  All 
shades of pink.  God is gifting us with some of His best works. Be aware, and when 
you pray, include thanks to God for all he does for us to admire.  And then take 
the time to enjoy the beauty instead of hiding in your homes.  Put on a coat, 
breathe in some fresh air, and feel fulfilled.      
 


