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Advent Devotionals Week 4, Christmas Eve 

& Christmas Day 

 

Promising God of hope, I expectantly look to you with an open 
hankering heart and yearning spirit. During this uncertain Advent 
season, I will keep alert and awake, listening for your word and keeping 
to your teachings. My hope is in you! 
 
Four candles decorate the outer edges of the Advent wreath, and one 

white candle sits in the middle, the Christ candle. In the final week of Advent, churches will 
light two candles, the candle of love and the Christ candle. 
 
Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we have been working our way around the 
various candles of the Advent Wreath. The four candles around the outside of the Advent 
Wreath correspond to the first four fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5. “The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience ….” (Galatians 5:22)  
 
The four candles around the outside of the wreath stand for hope, peace, joy and love. 
Hope and patience relate to each other, and so as we work our way around the Advent Wreath at 
Christmas, it’s good to know we are also working our way backwards through the first four fruit of the Spirit. 
As we have seen, hope is an important part of the Christmas story. Peace is an important part of the 
Christmas story. Joy is an important part of the Christmas story. But now we come to love, and love is the 
most important of all. 
 
Love comes first in the fruit of the Spirit because love is the primary fruit of the Spirit. It is the most important 
fruit of the Spirit and encompasses all the rest. Love comes last in the four candles around the outside of the 
Advent Wreath, because love is also the most important of these, and in Advent we are working our way 
towards the most important aspect of Christmas, which is God’s love for us in Christ. Read Matthew 1:18-21. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, the whole meaning of Christmas can be explained in one little four-letter 
word…LOVE. You sent your gift of pure love to us that first Christmas. Love descended from heaven to be 
born of a virgin. Love lay in the scratchy hay of a manger in a meager barn in Bethlehem. All of your love, 
God, was robed in the delicate skin of a baby and wrapped in swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent 
helps us to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest in Jesus. Amen. 
 
NOTE: We have now covered all four of the outside candles of the Advent wreath, but there is one 
more candle to go – the Christ candle in the center of the wreath. We invite you to come back to our 
Christmas Eve service where we will see how the Christ candle reminds us that Jesus truly is the 
center of Christmas, and how all true hope, peace, joy and love are found in him. 
 
Day 20 • 20 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Luke 2:8-11 
 
Devotional: The Nativity Scene - The Nativity scene illustrates the night of Jesus’ birth. From the moment 
Adam and Eve sinned, mankind was separated from God. This broke the Father’s heart and immediately He 
set a plan in motion to send His Son, the Messiah, to rescue and restore the Father’s relationship with His 
children. God had been dropping hints about the coming Messiah for hundreds of years. Hints like: a child 
would be born of a virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, and he would be a descendant of King David. God’s 
Word even points to the star of Bethlehem and the Magi.  
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Luke 2:10-11 say, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” God delivered His 
promised gift exactly as He said He would. 
 
Takeaway: Think about why the story of Jesus’ arrival gives us joy, peace, and hope. 
Day 21 • 21 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Matthew 2:2; Matthew 7:7-8 
 
Devotional: The Wise Men - The Wise Men, also called Magi, followed a bright star in the sky thousands of 
miles because they wanted to worship Jesus. It’s unclear exactly how many wise men there were, but many 
believe that there were three due to the fact that they delivered three gifts to Jesus. The three gifts given to 
Jesus were gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These kingly gifts symbolize who Jesus was and what He would 
accomplish. Gold was a gift for royalty, frankincense was a gift that represented holiness, and myrrh was a 
spice used for ancient burial. The wise men generously gave these gifts to acknowledge a future king. 
 
Matthew 2:2 says, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him.”  We can learn a lot from the wise men, we should be seeking out Jesus daily 
instead of waiting for Him to come to us. 
 
Takeaway: How can you seek out Jesus today? 
 
Day 22 • 22 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Romans 12:17-21; Romans 6:23 
 
Devotional: December 25th - Every year on December 25th Romans would celebrate Saturnalia: an entire 
week spent feasting and worshiping false gods. This occurred all the way up until A.D. 313 when the Roman 
emperor Constantine became a follower of Jesus Christ. As a believer, he knew that this was wrong, and he 
declared that December 25th be changed to the Feast of the Nativity. In the years that followed, the name, 
Feast of the Nativity would be changed to Christ-mass and eventually, Christmas. Jesus wasn’t likely born 
on December 25th, but celebrating his birth on this day reminds us that He has the power to bring our lives 
out of the darkness and into the light. 
 
Romans 12:21 says, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Isn’t it interesting that a day 
centered around something so dark and evil was transformed into a day characterized by radiant light, self-
less giving, and sacrificial love? 
 
Takeaway: How can you plan to make Jesus the center of December 25th this year? 
 
Day 23 • 23 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - John 3:16-18 
 
Devotional: Opening Presents - Families celebrate many traditions during Christmastime; the lights, the tree, 
the ornaments, the candies, and treats. All of these are traditions that point us back to a common belief that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. In fact, opening gifts is a tradition that varies around the world. Do you 
open presents on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning? Do you put them under the tree or hide them in the 
branches? Are they wrapped or unwrapped? No matter what, the most important thing is that the gift is 
opened. Imagine spending your time, your money and thought into the perfect gift for someone and they 
refuse to open it. God gave the gift of His Son, Jesus, to you. There is nothing that would please God more 
this Christmas than if you would open the gift He has given you. 
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John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” The exciting thing about accepting God’s free gift of Jesus is you 
don’t have to wait until Christmas. 
 
Takeaway: What does it mean to receive God’s gift of His Son, Jesus? 
 
Day 24 • 24 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - John 6:32-40 
 
Devotional: Christmas Dinner - Feasts and meals are a common theme throughout the Bible. In the Old 
Testament, God designed annual festivals and feasts for His people to remember His faithfulness, and in the 
New Testament we see countless times where Jesus arranged or invited himself to meals. Sharing a meal 
with others brings people closer together. Maybe that’s why one of Jesus’ last acts before He died was 
breaking bread with those closest to Him. At our church, we take the opportunity each week to get closer to 
God by taking communion, which reminds us of Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins. 
 
John 6:35 says, “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” When we sit at the table for Christmas dinner, it’s another 
opportunity to thank God for sending his Son, Jesus, knowing that through Him, we could have a right 
relationship with God. 
 
Takeaway: How do you plan to put Jesus at the center of your Christmas day? 
 
25 December 2020 - Merry Christmas • 
 
This day’s reading – Romans 8:31-39 
 
Why should you read this passage to your family on Christmas? Because Romans 8 reminds us what the 
Christmas story is all about, by defining the glorious result of the birth of Jesus. What was the glorious result 
of Jesus' birth? In a word - love. Think about it: Jesus deserved to be loved, but he was rejected so that we, 
who deserve to be rejected, would be eternally loved by the Father. Jesus subjected himself to the 
inconsistent and failing love of his followers so that we will know the faithful and unfailing love of the father. 
Jesus experienced separation from the Father so that nothing could ever separate us from the Father's love. 
 
This Christmas, remind yourself and your family that hope is only found in how much you've been loved by 
Jesus. It will be tempting to look for hope in the gifts that you receive or in the gifts that you give or in the 
people that you celebrate Christmas with, but those gifts will get old, your generosity will wrestle with your 
selfishness, and the people who say they love you will find a way to disappoint you once again. The only 
hope that you have this Christmas is in the love that God has for you.  
 
Christmas Day is a celebration of how much God loves us. Don't miss out on an opportunity to share that 
Good News. Remind yourself and your family to fix your eyes on Jesus and celebrate that there's eternal, 
life-changing hope for you! 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy 
mild 

God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
Day 14 • 13 December 2020 •  
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This day’s reading - Luke 2:13-14  
 
Devotional: Do you ever get the Christmas let-down? Or the after-Christmas-blues? I think our tendency to 
build toward huge events sets the stage for normal events to be somewhat deflating. Once the fun and 
excitement are over, then what? 
 
In today’s passage we eavesdrop on an important declaration from the angels announcing Christ’s birth. As 
they praised God, they reminded us of an all-important truth. Because Jesus was born, humanity has the 
opportunity for peace and favor from God. The Good News of Christmas did not end in a stable in 
Bethlehem. Instead, that was the beginning of an epic true story that would be played out for over two 
thousand years! Jesus came, in an unassuming and humble way. He came in the tender state of a newborn. 
But the entirety of the promise of Messiah was present in the manger. Humanity just had to wait patiently as 
the story unfolded for over 30 years. 
 
After their fateful meeting, life resumed as normal for the wise men. The humdrums of life in the field 
continued for the shepherds. Simeon and Anna went back to their everyday lives, though strengthened by 
the promise that they had witnessed. Joseph and Mary alone experienced the obvious permanent change in 
their lives. But the truth of his miraculous birth and majestic reign were still a reality in the uneventful 
normalcy that defined most of His next 30 years. 
 
Life happens between the highpoints. Most of life is lived in the work-a-day reality. But none of these 
tangible realities can touch the intangible truth that Messiah has come. And because He was born and lived 
a sinless life, dying as the unblemished sacrifice- we can enjoy the peace of God and peace with God. Oh, 
but it does not end there! We can walk in his favor- His goodwill- every day of our lives! He came and was 
not received in the inn. He was not received by high society. He was received by the shepherds. Are you 
experiencing the post-Christmas let down? Lift up your eyes today! The truth of Christmas is with you! This 
day you can walk in peace and favor with God! To God be the glory – Amen! 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, I pray for anyone struggling with disappointment, depression or despondency. Touch 
them with the truth of your birth in the depths of their soul. Let them experience your nearness in newfound 
wonder and in the weightiness of truth! Unfold the mysteries from the manger to the cross in their hearts, in 
the matchless name of Jesus, I pray! Amen. 
 

Get ready for Christ(mas) ~ Advent Calendar 2020 
 
December 19 
Pray for yourself and the 
gifts you bring to your 
community. 
 
December 20 
Light the 4th Advent 
candle, giving thanks for 
Jesus, Love made known. 
[4th Sunday in Advent] 
 

December 21 
Have a garbage-free or 
reduced-garbage day. 
 
December 22 
Have dinner by candlelight. 
 
December 23 
Tell someone what you 
love about them. 
 

December 24 
Watch 5th Avenue UMC 
Christmas Eve Worship 
Services. 
 
December 25 
Christmas is here! 
Send a gift to a non-profit in a 
love one’s name. No greater 
gift is there than love!

O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all our hearts in this profound mystery of 
Christmas. Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they sometimes seek so 
desperately and which you alone can give to them. Help them to know one another better, and to live as 
brothers and sisters, children of the same Father. Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness, and purity. 
Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness. Join them all together in your love. 
And give us your heavenly peace. Amen. –Pope John XXIII 


