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Prayer: God, I pray that you would speak peace to all your people right now. Speak peace to your saints, to those 

who trust in you. May they look up to you and see in a fresh way, steadfast love and faithfulness meeting on their 

behalf. Righteousness and peace, kissing each other with affection. May they see your righteousness and your 

peace working for them, filling them. God, I pray Psalm 85:10 over 5th Ave. UMC, and over so many people right 

now. We praise you. The God of steadfast love and faithfulness, of righteousness and peace. In Jesus’ name we 

pray who makes all this possible. Amen. 

 

PSALM 85:10 - IT’S A FASCINATING VERSE 
 

Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 

In this verse two irreconcilable realities are reconciled. Now we know that’s not possible. Either we misunderstand 

what “irreconcilable” means or we don’t understand what the terms mean. I recognize that such is the case, 

nonetheless, I want to show you that what is impossible does, in fact, happen. The irreconcilables are reconciled. 

 

Mercy is best defined this way: “pure, undiluted forgiveness with no strings attached whatsoever.” Truth is best 

defined this way: “principles of reality that are not subject to change or distortion – ever.” The way this works out 

in practical living might be something like this: a person steals an ink pen from their cousin. Truth insists – rightly 

– that he’s a thief. That is a reality that cannot be changed. Mercy forgives him, no strings attached. Thus, he’s 

forgiven, but he remains a thief. He knows that he’s a thief, regardless of mercy given to him.  

 

That sets the stage for the second line of this verse, where righteousness and peace kiss one another! We as humans 

have no peace in our souls because the demands of righteousness are driven by truth and he knows he’s a thief. No 

righteousness, no peace. How in the world can they ever embrace and kiss one another? It’s like oil and water, they 

do not mix. 

 

But the Bible says they do. In fact, not only do they mix, they embrace and kiss. How is that possible. Here’s the 

answer: they do so in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Let’s turn to 2 Corinthians 5:21. Here’s what that verse says: He [God] made Him [Jesus] who knew no sin to be 

sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. Here we are told quite clearly what 

God can do with irreconcilable facts. Jesus knew no sin, had no sin, and was sinless. Yet God made Him to be sin. 

That’s impossible, unless God does it. And the text says that God did this “on our behalf.  

 

The practical reality of this is that Jesus took the sin of stealing, the identity as a thief, He took it to the cross on 

Golgotha. In that action his sin and all their consequences are removed. The verse doesn’t stop at that point in the 

action, though. It goes on to say that we become the righteousness of God in Him, that is, Christ.  

 

The practical reality is that we as sinners now have attributed to us the attitude and actions of the Lord Jesus, that 

is, that rather than coveting, we give thanks, and rather than stealing, we give. Why is all this attributed to us? 

Because of the Lord Jesus. By the gift of faith, we are in Christ, united to Him. It’s faith that connects us to Christ 

Jesus and all His benefits.  

 

Remember when Jesus told the disciples how difficult it was for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven? They 

asked, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus’ answered them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.” [Matthew 19:23-26] The One who said that was the One who made the impossible possible; He was the 

One who reconciled the irreconcilable. In Jesus the truth of God and the mercy of God are perfectly matched, so 

that the righteousness demanded by God and the peace of soul that humans long for and need, embrace and kiss.  

 

What all this says for us as we journey to Bethlehem is at least two things. One is that God is a searching and 

saving God; that he is a God on a mission; he has straight paths that lead to faith; he is still sending us "to seek and 
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to save the lost." He is not aloof or passive or indecisive. He is never in the maintenance mode, coasting or 

drifting. He is sending, pursuing, searching, saving. And he calls us to join him. Think of the book of Acts and the 

work to be done before Jesus comes. "The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." If we don't join him, he 

will leave us behind. 

 

The other thing is that there will, of course, be people and situations that make crooked the straight paths of the 

Lord. There will always be hindrances. There will be persecutions and Herods and Elymases. But the point again 

and again is this: God makes persecution a launching pad for missions; he takes Herod out of the way; he strikes 

Elymas blind. He carries his advent emissaries forward along the straight paths of faith. 

 

So we have tremendous reason to be hopeful and confident this Advent season. God's goal is faith—in more and 

more people and peoples. If we join him on that straight path, he will clear the way. He is on the move. Let's join 

him. 

 

His footsteps become our pathway as He leads us in the paths of righteousness. “Uphold my steps in Your paths, 

that my footsteps may not slip. I have called upon You, for You will hear me, O God; Incline Your ear to me, and 

hear my speech. Show Your marvelous lovingkindness by Your right hand, O You who save those who trust in 

You.” ~ Psalm 17:5-7 

 

Lord, you are the light of the world. In You there is no darkness. Your Word is a lamp to our feet lighting our way. 

You promise when we follow in Your footsteps we will not walk in darkness. So why do we get tripped up trying 

to follow Jesus? More than anything, we desire to obey Jesus in all things, to magnify his holy Name. We desire to 

be the hands and feet of Jesus in a hurting world. But some days we’re filled with uncertainty about the steps we’re 

taking, the direction we’re heading. That uncertainty is not from you Jesus. You make clear Your paths. 

 

Make us brave to follow your footsteps as we hear the call of righteousness. You lead us by Your peace. Your 

voice comes from behind telling us to turn to the left or to the right. Your footsteps become our pathway as You 

lead us in the paths of righteousness. And if by chance we get lost or become too weary to continue on, You 

promise to carry us as a father who carries his son in the wilderness. In a wilderness land, You find us and spread 

Your wings to catch us when we fall. You alone lead us. You alone are faithful. We’re the ones who aren’t. 

 

Open my eyes to see Your footsteps clearer. Help me trust You more. You rarely tell us the what, why, when, 

where, and how. That’s on us. But trust steps out in faith, even when the way seems blurry. You light the way one 

footstep at a time. You teach us to hear and know Your voice. Make us brave to follow as we hear the call of 

righteousness and recognize Your footsteps before us. 

 

Psalm 85:10 is wonderful, prophetic picture of the work of Christ in the human soul. This is worthy of our 

contemplation today. Did he steal the pen from his cousin? Yes, he did. Is he a thief? Yes, he is. But in Christ all 

that is taken away. He can stand before God with joy and confidence because of what Christ has done for him.  

 

How about you. Have you seen mercy and truth meet together? Have you experienced the reality of righteousness 

and peace kissing one another? If you are in Christ, then you have. If you are in Christ, then it is good to 

contemplate the irreconcilable being reconciled. It is God who makes sinners into saints. 

 

Let us pray: O God, the wonders of Your working are beyond our comprehension! We are grateful for the glimpses 

of Your glory that You grant to us. We know we are sinners, but we praise Your name that You have made us to 

be part of Your people. We love You and call upon You. Continue Your good work in us this day and each day of 

our lives. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 


