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Advent Devotionals Week 2 & 3 

 

For the 2nd week of Advent, the angels proclaimed “Peace on Earth” when the Baby Jesus 

was born. Today we wonder as we listen to the evening news, is peace possible? We all 

need two kinds of peace in our lives. We need inner peace, but we also need peace with 

others. God addresses both. He tells us what to do to find that peace. 

 
Inner peace begins with a relationship with God, and it continues as we focus on 
His strength and allow Him to fill us. We can exchange our weakness for His 
strength in any area of life. God’s Word says, “You will keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is focused on You because He trusts in You” (Isaiah 26:3). 
 
Personalize that verse with your own name in it: “God will keep me in perfect 

peace as my mind focuses on Him and trusts Him.” Inner peace hinges on your trust in God. 
 
“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 
 
Peace with others begins as we understand that God has called us to be peacemakers in our world. Is there 
somewhere in your own world where you can be a peacemaker this Christmas? Is there an invitation that 
needs to be extended to smooth over a fractured family relationship? Is there an apology to be made or a 
silence to be broken that has stood as a barrier for too long? Don’t miss the blessing God promises in your 
life as you respond to His call to be a peacemaker in your own circle. 
 
We can help bring peace to our world one heart at a time. 
 
Week Three focuses on finding true joy in Christ's birth this Christmas. Happiness is an emotion that can 
disappear as quickly as it rises to the surface. Joy, however, is a choice. 
 
We have a choice. God gives us a joy that is unconquerable. We can choose to live in an attitude of 
resentment, anger and fear or we can choose to pursue the joy of Christ. 
 
Joy is an extreme happiness that cannot be deterred by present circumstances. This type of joy comes from 
God alone. Joy can often be experienced when a Christian think about salvation, eternal life, or Jesus.  
 
It is an eager anticipation about wonderful things to come. The shepherds experienced this as they ran to 
Bethlehem to see Jesus. 
 
Daily Prayer – Heavenly Father, let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth has the power to bring 
us great joy this Christmas season. Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our life, in our world, or 
the people that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give or the gifts we find under the tree. No 
earthly thing can ever give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy that flooded the hearts of the 
shepherds, the angels, the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy that still has the 
power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing. 
 
Day 8 • 7 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Matthew 5:14-16; John 8:12 
 
Devotional: The Outdoor Christmas Lights - Edward Johnson, a friend of Thomas Edison, was the first to 
add electric Christmas lights to a Christmas tree. His tree had delicately painted glass bulbs that alternated 
colors every few seconds. Years later, families started using these lights to decorate the roofs of their homes 
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at Christmastime. Decorating our homes with lights is symbolic because as Christians we are called to be 
the light of Jesus. 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 says, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden…In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.” 
 
Takeaway: Spend some time looking at Christmas lights and think about how you can show the light of 
Jesus to your neighbors this Christmas. 
 
Day 9 • 8 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Isaiah 1:18; 1 John 1:7 
 
Devotional: The Colors of Christmas - When we think of Christmas we often think of colors like red, green, 
white, blue, and gold. Each color holds a special meaning. Green reminds us of living things like plants and 
trees and the eternal life that we have in Christ. While red reminds us of the blood that Jesus shed on the 
cross, and white reminds us of the pureness of Jesus. Gold was one of the gifts given to Jesus by the wise 
men, and blue reminds us of the sky and heaven. 
  
Isaiah 1:18 says, “’Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  
 
Colors are used throughout the Bible to express God’s love and forgiveness.  
 
Takeaway: Talk about other colors you see at Christmas and think about how they help you to remember 
the meaning of Christmas. 
 
Day 10 • 9 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Devotional: The Angels - During the very first Christmas, angels kept appearing out of nowhere. The angel 
Gabriel, appeared to Mary proclaiming the good news that she would be the mother of the Messiah. Another 
angel appeared to Joseph, telling him that they shall name the Messiah, Jesus. Then, the night of Jesus’ 
birth, an entire army of angels delivered the announcement of Jesus’ birth to shepherds in the fields of 
Bethlehem. Angels were messengers from God. They came to announce important news to others. 
 
Exodus 23:20 says, “I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the 
place I have prepared.”  
 
Jesus is the most special gift that we can give or receive this Christmas. That’s why we are called to share 
Jesus with others.  
 
Takeaway: Who can you invite to Christmas services so that you can share the hope of Jesus with them? 
 
Day 11 • 10 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - John 1:5; 2 Timothy 1:6-7 
 
Devotional: The Candles - In the 1600s, the British conquered Ireland and implemented harsh laws that 
affected Irishmen. The British even drove out the religious leaders and warned them never to return. 
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However, on Christmas Eve, Irish families of faith would place three candles in their windows to represent 
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus. These signaled to a traveling priest that the doors were unlocked and he would be 
welcome to come in, share a meal with the family, and celebrate Christmas. 
 
John 1:5 says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
 
Believers understood that no matter how powerful their oppressors were they could not wipe out the Light of 
Jesus. 
 
Takeaway: Light a candle in your home and think about the ways that you can stand firm in your faith even 
when you are facing challenges.   
 
Day 12 • 11 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - John 16:33; John 20:11 
 
Devotional: The Christmas Card - The Christmas card was created by a man named Sir Henry Cole back in 
the 19th century. But in 1842, an Englishman named J.C. Horsley heard about this good idea and started 
selling Christmas cards. These early cards were illustrated with Nativity scenes, Christmas themes, and 
warm Christmas greetings. Today, just in the United States, there are more than 2 billion Christmas cards 
sent out every year. 
 
John 20:11 says, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  
 
By sending Christmas cards that specifically focus on the hope and peace that Jesus brought, we are able 
to reach people near and far with a message that can change lives and homes forever. 
 
Takeaway: Make a list of people that you can show God’s love to by sending them a Christmas card. 
 
Day 13 • 12 December 2020 • 
 
This day’s reading - Ephesians 5:2; John 6:35 
 
Devotional: Christmas Baking - Christmas and baking definitely go hand in hand. No one can resist the smell 
of a pie in the oven. As a way of preparing for Christmas, people used to fast on Christmas Eve. So, when 
Christmas morning arrived, they were very hungry. A typical breakfast used to be porridge. However, over 
time things like dried fruit or honey were added. Then, flour and eggs were added and it became more like a 
sweet loaf of bread, or a fruitcake.  
 
Ephesians 5:2 says, “Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as 
a sweet-smelling aroma.” 
 
Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem which literally means, “house of bread”, and He would later be 
referred to as the Bread of Life. Like bread, Jesus nourishes our heart with hope, forgiveness, and love. 
 
Takeaway: Think about what your favorite holiday treat is; why do you think we bake more around 
Christmastime? 
 
Day 14 • 13 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Exodus 15:2; Psalms 28:7; Luke 2:13-14 
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Devotional: Christmas Caroling - Did you know that the word “carol” means to dance or a song of praise and 
joy? Francis of Assisi (uh-see-zee) introduced carols into formal worship during a midnight church service in 
Italy. He encouraged the town to “tell of your Christmas joy with song.” “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”, “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful”, “Joy to the World”, and “Silent Night” are Christmas carols that help prepare our 
hearts for the coming of Jesus. 
 
Exodus 15:2 says, “The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.”  
 
As you sing carols this Christmas, think about the words you are singing and the joy that they bring. 
 
Takeaway: What is your favorite Christmas carol and why? 
 
Day 15 • 14 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Ephesians 4:3; Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
Devotional: The Christmas Bow – Bows, they are everywhere at Christmastime! We wrap bows around our 
Christmas gifts, we decorate our homes and Christmas trees, and you might even see a bow tied to the front 
of a car! Bows are often a finishing touch placed on the center of a gift, making whatever they’re on look 
beautiful and complete. Jesus has this same effect on our lives, He is the finishing touch. When placed in 
the center of everything we do, He unites us with one another and empowers us to share His love.   
 
Ephesians 4:3 says, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  
 
When we make Jesus the center of our lives, He promises us His peace and wants us to share it with the 
world.  
 
Takeaway: How can you share Jesus with your friends and family when you give them a gift? 
 
Day 16 • 15 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Luke 2:1-7 
 
Devotional: Wrapping Gifts - Gift giving is as old as Christmas itself, but people didn’t always wrap a gift 
before they gave it to someone. In the late 1800s, almost all gifts were handmade. Once people started 
purchasing factory-made trinkets and toys they wanted to make these gifts feel as though there was more 
effort put into them. So the gift-giver began wrapping these presents in brown paper and decorating them. 
As you wrap gifts this Christmas, remember that the very first Christmas gift was wrapped in swaddling 
clothes. 
 
Luke 2:7 says, “She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn.”  
 
This was God Himself wrapped in the form of a baby, who came so that He could wrap all of us in His love. 
 
Takeaway: Take a drive around your neighborhood and look for a house that has a Nativity scene. Think 
about what it means that the gift of Jesus came wrapped as a baby. 
 
Day 17 • 16 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - James 2:17; Ephesians 2:8 
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Devotional: Giving Gifts - Do you ever get excited when you have a gift to give someone? We often become 
filled with joy and love and feel excitement for the person who is receiving the gift. The wise men felt this 
same way about the gifts they brought to Jesus after He was born. They traveled hundreds of miles because 
the greatest gift had been given and they wanted to respond with the same generosity. No wonder we love 
to be so generous around the holidays. Every time we give presents, baked treats, or cards we’re 
representing God’s love to the world. 
 
James 2:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights…”  
 
You can show your generosity this Christmas, like the wise men did, by sharing Jesus with others.  
 
Takeaway: Think about the gifts that God gives you and how you can use those gifts to tell others about 
Him. 
 
Day 18 • 17 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - 2 Corinthians 9:7; Matthew 25:35-40 
 
Devotional: Christmas Caroling - Did you know that the word “carol” means to dance or a song of praise and 
joy? Francis of Assisi (uh-see-zee) introduced carols into formal worship during a midnight church service in 
Italy. He encouraged the town to “tell of your Christmas joy with song.” “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”, “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful”, “Joy to the World”, and “Silent Night” are Christmas carols that help prepare our 
hearts for the coming of Jesus. 
 
Exodus 15:2 says, “The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.”  
 
As you sing carols this Christmas, think about the words you are singing and the joy that they bring. 
 
Takeaway: What is your favorite Christmas carol and why? 
 
Day 19 • 18 December 2020 •  
 
This day’s reading - Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15 
 
Devotional: Christmas Plays - In the 15th century, most people couldn’t read and often times church 
services were in a language they didn’t understand. To help them learn the story of Jesus at Christmas, 
plays were performed on large parade-like wagons. These wagons would move from street to street 
performing one scene of the play after another. These plays told of Jesus’ first day on earth as well as his 
final instructions: to go into all the world and teach people the Good News of Jesus to everyone, 
everywhere.  
 
Matthew 28:29 says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
Remember that no matter what you’re doing or who you’re visiting that we are like these plays. We are a 
moving stage that displays God’s life and love for everyone to see. 
 
Takeaway: Think about how our lives reveal Jesus to others everywhere we go. 
 
Day 20 • 19 December 2020 •  
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This day’s reading - Luke 2:8-11 
 
Devotional: Christmas Caroling - The Nativity Scene - The Nativity scene illustrates the night of Jesus’ birth. 
From the moment Adam and Eve sinned, mankind was separated from God. This broke the Father’s heart 
and immediately He set a plan in motion to send His Son, the Messiah, to rescue and restore the Father’s 
relationship with His children. God had been dropping hints about the coming Messiah for hundreds of 
years. Hints like: a child would be born of a virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, and he would be a descendant 
of King David. God’s Word even points to the star of Bethlehem and the Magi.  
 
Luke 2:10-11 say, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
 
God delivered His promised gift exactly as He said He would. 
 
Takeaway: Think about why the story of Jesus’ arrival gives us joy, peace, and hope. 
 

 

 

An Advent Prayer for Peace 

 

Patient God, increasingly, in all moments of our daily lives, may we come to an ever-deeper awareness of 
God-made-flesh whom we encounter in our families, in friend and stranger, in the poor, oppressed and all in 
need. Open our eyes and hearts, so we might recognize you in unexpected faces allowing You to shatter 
our worlds and graciously transform us, Lord. May we bring Your light wherever there in darkness, marking 
our world with justice, and shaping it with Your love. Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
 
 

Get ready for Christ(mas) ~ Advent Calendar 2020 
 
December 7 
Surprise someone with 
a homemade treat. 
 
December 8 
Pray with those who are 
lonely and in need of a 
friend. 
 
December 9 
List five things that 
bring you joy 
 
December 10 
Have a buy-nothing day. 
 
December 11 
Do a kind deed for 

someone else. 
December 12 
Pray for the wisdom 
to find paths to peace. 
 
December 13 
Light the 3rd Advent 
candle, giving thanks for 
Jesus, Joy of the World. 
 [3rd Sunday in Advent] 
 
December 14 
Send a card or thank-you 
note to a friend. 
 
December15 
What help might you need 
in reaching your goals? 

Ask a loved one to help you. 
 
December 16 
Offer to help a friend or 
family member do a chore. 
 
December 17 
Pray for the courage 
to be faithful in difficult 
situations. 
 
December 18 
Share a meal or snack 
with someone. 
 
December 19 
Pray for yourself and the 
gifts you bring to your 
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community. 
 


