
“HOLY COMMUNION” 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

Stewardship As A Means of Discipleship 
 

If this Advent is to be about more than going through the motions, then we must get 
ready for the Prince of Peace in new and radical ways. What can we do to signal our 
readiness for the coming of Christ into this very place? We can start with a total 
commitment of our resources and our lives to the cause of God’s peace in the world. 
When we give our financial gifts to the ministry of this church, the benefits travel widely 
through our community of West Bend and impact lives globally. But nowhere is the 
impact greater than in our own hearts. I invite you to use this time of offering as an 
opportunity to get ready for Christ’s arrival. 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Thank you, God. Thank you for the wake-up call, reminding us to be ready. Thank 
you for not giving up on your vision of peace. Thank you for the opportunity to 
gather each week in your house, that we might encourage one another to stay on 
your path. 
And thank you for the opportunity to give these gifts for your ministry, that 
together we might help the world be ready to receive the Prince of Peace, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                       “Just a Closer with Thee”                    TFWS 2158 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over 
the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor: May God give to you and to all those whom you love his comfort and his peace, 
his light and his joy, in this world and the next; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  
 
POSTLUDE:                     
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Advent Wilderness - 

a place of 

miracles! 

God has straight 

paths for himself 

that lead to faith.  
 

This is the advent-heart of God.  
 

He is still the pursuing God; sending his church like 

he sent his Son to seek and save the lost. 
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~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   
ORGAN PRELUDE:                                

 
 

~ CALL TO COMMUNITY~                                           
 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: This is the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It began just as God had 
said in the book written by Isaiah the prophet, “I am sending my messenger to get the way 
ready for you. In the desert someone is shouting, ‘Get the road ready for the Lord! Make a 
straight path for him.’” God is a searching and saving God; he is a God on a mission; he 
has straight paths that lead to faith; he is still sending us "to seek and to save the lost." Do 
you hear what I hear? God sending, pursuing, searching, saving. And he calls us 5th Ave. 
UMC to join him. Will you say yes? 
 

~ LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE ~                      

 
Liturgist: Every journey faces the unknown. And anxiety can sometimes overwhelm us. 
There is too much to do; our lists are long; our calendars are filled up; we worry that 
something will go wrong, or we won’t end up in the right place or take the right route. 
Getting lost is a real possibility on a journey. And yet. We claim hope for the journey, 
because we follow the one who will travel with us and sustain us on the way. 
 
Without peace, we have no solace, no fulfillment. As we continue the season of Advent, 
we wait in hopeful anticipation of the peace the Christ-child will bring to a weary world. 
We seek to live as a people of peace, working toward a world free of violence and 
vengeance, where all can live free of abuse and fear. We light the candles of peace and of 
hope to give us strength for the journey. 
 
(Light two purple candles on the wreath.) 
 
We light this candle to symbolize the peace of Christ’s presence. Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, that God may teach us the ways of peace and hope.  
     

ADVENT HYMN:            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse – 2          UMH 
211 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:               
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (UNISON)   
 
God of the open road, God of the twisting path, God of the narrow and upward 
way, your people are gathered for worship! In this hour, give us provision for the 
journey, courage and faith and compassion, and endurance to face any hardship. 
Open our eyes to see you walking beside us, protecting us, encouraging us, loving 
us. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who moves us, Amen 
 
*PRAYER: (UNISON) (Adapted from Rev. Stephen M. Fearing) 

 
Like John the Baptist and like the Israelites, we often find ourselves in 
wildernesses. Sometimes, the toughest wildernesses are the ones we build 
ourselves. Compassionate God, we confess that wild sin so often takes over our 
lives. In this season of Advent, we welcome the coming of your light in a world 
filled with darkness. We confess to you the ways in which we have added to that 
darkness rather than obeyed our call to live as children of the light. We ask your 
forgiveness: for times when we worship violence and belittle peace; for times when 
we fight amongst ourselves; for times when we forget that we are all children of 
God; and for times when we do not stand up for the helpless among us. By your 
tender mercy may the dawn from on high break upon us, and give light to those of 
us that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.  Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
By the mercy and grace of our Good God, we may live in peace with one another for we 
have been forgiven and Christ welcomes us as a parent welcomes home a long-lost child. 
Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
HYMN:                      “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                     UMH 400 
                    

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13 The Voice (VOICE) 

 
“See Insert” 



                  
L: The Word of God for the people of God.                  All: Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON:                “Psalm 85:10 – A Fascinating Verse!”                  Pastor Clarissa 
 

~A 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT THANKSGIVING ~ 
 

Pastor: As we come to this table, we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ, a 
banquet prepared for everyone. All who seek to be nourished and sustained in the journey 
of faith, all who seek wholeness and compassionate paths to peace and justice, 

L: God be with you.                            P: And also with you.  
L: Lift up your hearts.                         P: We lift our hearts in prayer. 
L: Let us give thanks to God.              P: It is good to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Liturgist: Blessed are you, Breath of peace, Giver of all life, Source of love that knows no 
boundaries. Your song of wisdom rang out before the world began; throughout the ages, 
your song of liberation has impregnanted us with your hope for a world where: those 
considered last and least are first and most; violence is overcome by the power of your 
ancient love; and, all siblings work together for peace. 
 
You bring our longings to birth, and send prophets to awaken us to your approaching 
Advent among us. We thank you for those who, like Mary, have the strength and courage 
to give birth to your love in the world; for those who, like the shepherds, dare to seek out 
the Child of Bethlehem; for those who, like the wise ones, actively challenge violent and 
oppressive powers. 

 
We praise you that your everlasting light is shown to us in womb and tomb; in cradle and 
cross; in tenderness and compassion. We join in the Advent prayer of all your people, 
 
“O come, Emmanuel.” 
 
And, as we wait and watch for your coming among us, we proclaim your goodness. 

Pastor: At this time, we also remember all with whom you would have us share your feast. 
We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain…all who are ill or alone…all who are close to 
our hearts…all our sisters who live with fear, oppression, or hunger…all whose lives have 
been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty…for all whom the world counts as last and 
least. 

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it: a world where the 
weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor; ... a world where peace is built with 
justice, and justice is guided by love. Give us the inspiration and courage to build it, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We pray for the church and its many ministries, for nations 
as they strive for peace and justice, for healing and a cure of COVID 19 and where 
injustice is replaced with a renewed sense of solidarity and care. 

God of hope, make this bread the means of our rebuilding, this wine the medium of our 
transformation, this table the foundation of our renewal, and this community the place of 
our rebirth. Amen. 

At this time, we remember Jesus, who on the night before he died, took a loaf of bread, 
gave you thanks, broke it, and said, “Take and eat; whenever you do this, remember me.” 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This is the new covenant; remember me.”  

All: Gracious God, Breath of peace, Source of love, we pray for your Spirit. Make us, 
while many, one. Make us, though broken, whole. Make us, despite death, alive.  

And so, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

The body of Christ, the Bread of life. The lifeblood of Christ, the cup of blessing. Let us 
eat and drink together for our strengthening in the faith, and for the sake of the world. 
And so, we join with our siblings around the world in the prayer of Jesus: 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (UNISON) 

We thank you, God, for breaking into our world and pouring into our lives and our 
experiences. We thank you, God, for this meal of thanksgiving  and the stories of 
love, grace, and hope that it tells. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

Advent Wilderness – The Path 

 
Good morning Young People. You are invited to gather once again around the campfire 
and follow an imaginary path between big rugged rocks, fallen tree limbs and overgrown 
foliage – leading away from the campfire. With no clear identifiable path, what helps us 
know the best “path” to take?  
 
Humanity make decisions every day to be kind or to be mean, to be happy or to be 
grumpy. God urges us to choose kindness. If we are kind even when we want to be mean, 

we are choosing a better path.  
 

 What are some ways to be kind to others?  

 What blocks us from being kind?  

 How can we get rid of these blocks?  
 

If we choose kindness, we will help ourselves and others to move on a path of 

peace. 

 

His footsteps become our pathway as He leads us in the paths of righteousness. 
 

“Uphold my steps in Your paths, that my footsteps may not slip. I have called upon You, 
for You will hear me, O God; Incline Your ear to me, and hear my speech. Show Your 
marvelous lovingkindness by Your right hand, O You who save those who trust in You.” 
Psalm 17:5-7 

"Follow the Leader" 

 

Say, "Jesus was friendly" and shake some’s hand. That person will do the same thing to the 

person on his/her left until it goes all the way around the participants. Start another round 

by saying, 

 

1. "Jesus was kind." Bend over and pretend to tie someone’s shoe lace. 

2. "Jesus was giving." Pull a coin or something out of your pocket and give it to someone. 

3. "Jesus was happy." Smile at the someone. 

4. "Jesus studied the Bible." Read a Scripture from the Bible. 

5. "Jesus told others about God." Share your story about how "God is good." 

6. "Jesus praised God" - Hold up your hands and say "Praise the Lord" 

7. "Jesus cared about others" – Do a kind act for someone. 

8. "Jesus was honest" - Hold up one hand like you were going to take an oath. 

9. "Jesus was encouraging" - Hold up a fist and give a cheer like "You can do it." 

10. "Jesus prayed" – Say a prayer. 

11. "Jesus loved everyone" - Give a hug. 

 

To finish say, "Jesus shared". Have snack time and relate to Holy Communion. 

 

My prayer for today: Loving God guide our footsteps. Let us get out the way. Let us 



decrease; let God increase that we may bring Him glory. As we walk with God, let your 
light shine so bright that when people see us, they see Jesus in us. Amen. 


