
~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Psalm 51:10-12 ~ Living Bible (TLB) 
 

Create in me a new, clean heart, O God, filled with clean thoughts and right 
desires. Don’t toss me aside, banished forever from your presence. Don’t take your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me again the joy of your salvation, and make me 
willing to obey you.    
               

L: The Word of God for the people of God.                  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON:                     “JOYOUS TRANSFORMATION”                       Pastor 

Clarissa 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

Stewardship As A Means of Discipleship 
 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Gracious God, you are so good to us. We give you thanks for these blessings and 
would ask that the joy we feel in our hearts not only be expressed by our lips but 
with our hands also. May these gifts be used to embody the joy we find in you by 
sharing it with those who need it most. This we pray in your holy name.  Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                              “We Are Called”                            TFWS 2172 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: I lift my heart up to you, Lord, to thank you for the blessings you shower on me 
each day. You are the 'joy of my soul.' I know that in your great love, I am held and 
protected by you. I rejoice, I rejoice, down to my soul. Help me to prepare my heart 
to be open and able to receive your immense love. 
 
Pastor: Go in peace; love and care for one another in the name of Christ; 
- and may God the Father bless you richly, 
- may Christ the Son pour the riches of his grace upon you, 
- and may the Holy Spirit, our comfort and our support, lead you in the 
path of hope, and of peace, of joy and of love, both now and forevermore. Amen 
 
POSTLUDE:                     
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Advent Wilderness - a 

place of 

miracles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The baptismal 

font is found 

along our Advent 

path. John’s 

baptism of repentance brought hope for 

personal and communal transformation. 

When people are transformed by God’s 



love, the earth rejoices and is 

restored. 
                                          

                                             , Liturgist 
 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 

   
ORGAN PRELUDE:                                

 
 

~ CALL TO COMMUNITY~                                           
 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: Greetings on this 3rd Sunday of Advent. Joy! It’s one of the marks of a true 
disciple. It should be an essential characteristic of every Christian. We want to see 
Christians manifest joy in their faith. For, indeed, as Christians, we believe that we have 
encountered the “pearl of great price”—Jesus Christ, our Lord, and Saviour! 
 
It’s what Advent and Christmas are all about: it’s having and sharing the joy of receiving 
the greatest gift of God in our lives—his Son, Jesus. On this 3rd Sunday of Advent, which 

is called Gaudete Sunday, let’s manifest this real joy. Let this joy come from within our 
hearts for the gift of faith and for being called to serve! Rejoice! 
 

~ LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE ~                      

 
Liturgist: Without joy, we have no fulfillment to our lives. As we continue the 
season of Advent, we wait in joyful anticipation of the happiness the Christ-child 
will bring to a world that needs it so desperately. We seek to live as a people of joy 
that share it with everyone we encounter, to bless others with the happiness we 
have in Jesus Christ. God of all peace and joy, send your Spirit to this place to bless 
this our reading of your word that it may be a lamp to our feet and a light unto our 
path.   
 
This pink candle symbolizes the joy we have in Christ's presence. It marks a shift 
from the more solemn tone of the first two Sundays of Advent that focus on 

Preparation and Hope, to a more joyous atmosphere of anticipation and 
expectancy. We gather to share this joy with one another. 
 
We light the candles of peace and hope and joy; joy at the impending Nativity of 
Jesus and to light our way as we journey.  
 
 (Light two blue and pink candles on the wreath.) 
 
Gracious God, our world is often filled with disappointment, pain, and sadness. In 
this dark place, may your light shine. Ignite in our hearts this day a desire to rejoice 
in you and your promises that will surely come to pass. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
   
ADVENT HYMN:            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse – 3          UMH 
211 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:               
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (RESPONSIVELY)   
 
L: Sing aloud, daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 
P: Let us rejoice and exult with all our hearts. 
L: God has taken away the judgements against us. 
P: The King of Israel, the Lord, is in our midst; we shall fear no more. 
L: God is gathering us, bringing us home. 
P: We will sing and praise the Lord. 
All: Come, let us worship God on this Advent journey. 
 
*PRAYER: (UNISON)  
 
Forgive us loving God, for the winding path upon which you have to travel to find 
us. As we bend to our culture’s selfish influences, we lose sight of your intended 
will for us. We often live by fear rather than by faith because we underestimate your 
power to heal the parts of us that are broken and correct the parts of us that have 
drifted from your influence. We confess that we have separated ourselves from you 
and our spirit, soul, and body.  Bring us back to you so that we might respond to 
your grace by sharing it with others. Give us the courage to give you unhindered 
access to all of who we are and, in so doing, find ourselves blameless at your 
coming. 
 



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
Friends, God has become our salvation, indeed! Open yourselves to the joy to be found in 
our forgiveness; never more are we to be held captive by that which seeks to tear us from 
God. Hear the Good News of the Gospel:  we are forgiven.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
HYMN:                              “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”                          UMH 
240 
                   
                     

Advent Wilderness – Candle of Joy 

 
Scripture - Isaiah 12: 1-6  
 

Prayer: God, we sing for joy that you love us! We will sing your love to the whole world, amen. 
 

If you have erected an Advent wreath, gather the family around it. God loves us so much that 
God sent Jesus to show God’s love for the whole world.  
 

Why do we light a candle each week of Advent? (Accept all answers)  
 

That’s right to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world and that Jesus will come again to 
us. Last week we lit the candle of hope, this week we light the candle of Joy.  
 

How many candles do we have left to light?  
 

(Light the three candles.) 
 

What is joy? What things do you do or say when you are so happy that you can’t contain it?  
 

How do act when you’re joyful or really happy?  
 

Did you know that God loves being joyful with you and about you? God rejoices every day for 
you and God showed that joy by sending Jesus to us. Do you think that God wants us to share 
joy with people around us like our friends, brothers or sisters, mom or dad, aunts or uncles, 
grandmas and grandpas etc.? How can we do that? (By helping to feed hungry people, hugs, 
helping a friend or sibling, singing songs together, etc.) Yes, there are so many ways to show 
God’s joy to other people. 
 

Look for all the ways that you see God’s joy in the world and tell your mom, dad, sister or 
brother about how you shared God’s joy that day. You can do this at dinner, in the car or 
before bed. Let’s practice it now. 

 
Advent True or False Game 

Need: clothes pin, two containers; one labeled TRUE and the other False 
 

Directions: Read to a student a True or False question about Advent. The student has to put 
the clothes pin between their knees and walk to one of the containers and drop the clothes pin 
inside to answer the question. If they are correct, the get a point. Repeat the process several 
times. The student with the highest score wins.  
 
Lent is the name for the special time of the year just before Christmas. (False) 
Advent means Christmas. (False) 
The first Sunday of Advent begins a new Church year. (True) 
An Advent calendar counts down the days until Christmas. (True) 
Advent lasts six weeks. (False) 
Violet is the primary Sanctuary color of Advent. (True) 
There are four candles on the outside of the Advent wreath. (True) 
Each candle on the Advent wreath represents two weeks. (False) 
Three candles are rose on the Advent wreath. (False) 
The first candle lighted is violet. (True) 
The second candle lighted is rose. (False) 
The third candle lighted is rose. (True) 
The fourth candle lighted is white. (False) 
The red candle is lighted Christmas Eve or Christmas day. (False) 
We celebrate the birth of Jesus on Easter. (False) 
Advent means coming. (True) 
The first Sunday of Advent we begin a period of prayer, fasting, and penance. (False) 
Advent is the name for the special time of the year just before Christmas. (True) 
An Advent wreath counts down the days until Easter. (False) 
Advent lasts four weeks. (True) 
Green is the primary Sanctuary color of Advent. (False) 
There are five candles on the outside of the Advent wreath. (False) 
Each candle on the Advent wreath represents one week. (True) 
Three candles are violet. (True) 
The first candle lighted is rose. (False) 
The second candle lighted is violet. (True) 
The third candle lighted is violet. (False) 
The fourth candle lighted is violet. (True) 
The white candle is lighted Christmas Eve or Christmas day. (True) 
We celebrate the birth of Jesus on Christmas. (True) 

                                                                              

Candle of Joy 
 

 

                                       



 


