
~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 
 

JUST ANOTHER WAY TO SAY – “GOD LOVES YOU” 
 

People of God, hear again the message of the Angels to the Shepherds by slowing down 
our lives and being more aware of this thing we have been given called time. Time is a 
precious gift that God gives to us so that we may have time for family and friends; time for 
happiness and peace; time for love and joy; time for worship, thanksgiving, and praise of 
Him, the Giver of Time. And all of us are really good spenders of time. Do we truly 
appreciate this time? When we gather to worship on Christmas Eve, may we enter into a 
deeper appreciation for what God has done to and for you and me: He has come into this 
world, he has broken through to us from his Eternal habitation, and promised to be with 
us always - guiding and guarding, leading and protecting us, even to the end of time. Have 
a joyous and blessed Christmas and an amazingly awesome New Year! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

Gracious God, we ask that you would strengthen us as a congregation: 
     as we seek to be the best stewards of the money with which we've been blessed, 
     as we struggle with the financial burden of a decreasing membership, 
     as we search for the truth of your word and do our best to live it out in our lives, 
     as we hold in tension that which we have been with that which you call us to be, 
     as we serve one another and those with whom you called us into fellowship, 
     as we continue to grow together as a congregation in this year of COVID-19, 
social injustice, political strife, and yet, the promises of a blessed New Year, 
     as we wait, watch, and wonder in preparation of the coming of your Son. 
Restore us, O God, and make your face to shine upon us that we might be saved. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                               “Gather Us In”                             TFWS 2236 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Rejoice! You are loved by God, now and forever.  
 
Pastor: Gracious God, as we finish this advent journey, may we wait with Mary's joyful 
anticipation as we prepare to welcome your Son, our Savior, into this broken world in need 
of his redeeming. Gather us, guide us, and keep us as your people. Send us into the world 
that Christ's hands might be our own, and his mind one with ours in all that you would 
have us do. Restore us, O God, and make your face to shine upon us that we might be 
saved.  

 
POSTLUDE:                     

5th AVENUE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

     323 South 5th Avenue ~ West Bend WI 53095  
4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 20, 2020 

 

 

Advent 

Wilderness - a 

place of 

miracles! 

 

 

 

 

Our Advent trek 
through the wilderness 
began around the 
campfire. We then 
cleared away obstacles and built a 
path that took us to the baptismal 
font. Now, we come upon a tent at 



the end of the path. This tent is God’s house, ever on the 
move, where the building of relationships is more important 
than the building of temples. 
 

                                         

                                             , Liturgist 
 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 

   
ORGAN PRELUDE:                                

 
 

~ CALL TO COMMUNITY~                                           
 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: Gracious God, this is the fourth Sunday of Advent, a time to rejoice in the 
wondrous things that You are doing. The time is fast approaching, not for parties or 
presents, but for the awareness of Your loving gift to us - the Christ child. As we finish 
this journey of Advent, care for us as you did your servant Mary, that we might serve you 
as she did, carrying your grace into the world. Week Four focuses on what love really is — 
Christ coming to earth because of His love for us. 
 

~ LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE ~                      

 
Liturgist: Without love, we have nothing, wandering aimlessly in a world without 
hope. As the season of Advent comes to a close, we wait for love by practicing it, by 
embodying the truth we trust in God-with-us. We seek to live as people of love, 
reciprocating that which has first been shown to us. 
 
We light this candle to symbolize the love we have in Christ's presence. We gather 
to share this love with one another. 
 
We light the candles of peace, hope, joy, and love, as our circle is complete. 
 

Prayer: Lord of all life and all seasons, help us open our hearts to hear the words of 
promise and love that you send to us. Like Joseph, may we trust in your abiding 
love and power. Prepare us to receive your precious gift, Jesus. Amen. 
   
ADVENT HYMN:              “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse – 4         UMH 
211 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:               
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (RESPONSIVELY)   
 
L: Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. 
P: God has looked with favor on the lowliness of God's servant. 
L: God's mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
P: God has shown strength with God's arm. 
L: God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
P: God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
L: God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
P: Come, for God is doing a new thing!  Come, let us worship God! 
 
*PRAYER: (UNISON)  
 
Holy Spirit, Holy Word, may your love leap within us and your stories seal 
themselves to our hearts. As we prepare to welcome Jesus Christ, may we first 
welcome your wisdom to our worship. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
God has given ear to our confession and God's face has shined upon us! In the name of 
Jesus Christ, you and I are saved: saved from our sins, saved to our faithful savior, whose 
steadfast love is gifted to the world! Amen. 
 
HYMN:                                          “Because He Lives”                                   UMH 
364 
                   

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Psalm 89:1-4 ~ The Voice (VOICE) 
 



“I will sing of Your unfailing love, Eternal One, forever. I will speak of Your 
faithfulness to all generations. I will tell how Your unfailing love will always stand 
strong; and how Your faithfulness is established in the heavens above. You said, I 
have made a covenant with My chosen one. I made My servant, David, this 
promise: I will establish your dynasty so that you and your descendants will always 
be secure. Your rule will continue for generations to come.”      
          

L: The Word of God for the people of God.                  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON:           “Steadfast Love: The Response of God to the 
Cries of Our Heart” 

                        Pastor Clarissa 
                     

~HOLY COMMUNION~                      

 
AN ADVENT COMMUNION ~  

REMEMBER THIS GIFT OF TRANSFORMATIVE LOVE 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you All: and also, with you. 

               Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them to the Lord. 

               Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. All: It is right to give thanks and 
praise. 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting 
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled himself to come among us in 
human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world to open 
for us the way of salvation. 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day when Christ our 
Lord will come again in glory. And so, we join our voices with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory, forever praising you and singing: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna, in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna, in the highest. 

Pastor: Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by the power of your 

Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; who, in the 
same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 

And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we come together as 
your people, your Church, and offer our very selves into your hands in praise and 
thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice, only made possible because of Christ’s great 
sacrifice for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us anew this day, and on the bread and the cup. May they 
stand as tangible symbols for us of the love and new life you offer to us as you call us to a 
life of radical grace. Bind us together, Lord, not despite our differences but through them, 
as you weave us together as the beautiful body of Christ. May we joyfully serve beside our 
sisters and brothers in a way that reclaims the sacred worth and the breath of God that 
resides in us, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast all together at that great 
heavenly banquet.  

And as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty, renew us 
by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all 
who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of 
everlasting praise: 

All: Blessing and honor and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  

Awaiting his coming in glory, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



~Giving of Communion~ 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Prayer after Communion ~ Unison 

Liturgist: At this table, Christ is the host, welcoming all who hunger. At our tables, 
may Christ be our guest this day and always, that we might welcome hope, peace, 
joy, and love into our lives, and become hosts to God’s presence and people. God of 
Love, guide us to the stables of our world, where the lonely and longing gather. 
Lead us to the mangers of our time, where hope and renewal are born again. Make 
us heralds of your love and joy. Amen. 

 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

Theme: Christmas - a time of family celebration. 

Scripture: A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town where 
Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. At the sound of Mary’s 
greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Luke 1:39-41 NIV 

Today is the last Sunday before Christmas. Are you getting excited? I am! What are some 
of the things that you look forward to at Christmas — besides opening presents of course? 
What are some of the family traditions your family has? (Give the children time to share.)  

The thing I remember most about the Christmases of my childhood is our family get-
together. We almost always went to my Grandmother's (Mama) house and had a big 
family get-together. It was often the only time during the year when we got to see family - 
aunts, uncles, and cousins - that lived far away. We had so much fun visiting, eating, and 
playing games. In my mind, one of the very best things about Christmas is celebrating the 
birth of Jesus with family. 

Our Gospel reading today tells what happened after God sent the angel Gabriel to tell 
Mary that she was going to have a baby and that she would name him Jesus. Can you 

imagine how Mary, a teenager engaged to marry a young carpenter, must have felt to 
hear news like that? After she recovered from the shock, the Bible tells us that Mary 
hurried to the home of a relative, Elizabeth, to tell her the news. Elizabeth was also 
expecting a baby and the Bible tells us that when she heard Mary's greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Elizabeth gave a glad cry and said to Mary, "God has blessed you above all women, and 
your child is blessed." That is amazing! Before Mary even said a word about having a child, 



Elizabeth knew it and she knew that the child was going to be a very special child! "Why 
am I so blessed that the mother of my Lord would visit me?" Elizabeth said. "You are a 
blessed woman because you have believed that the Lord would do what he said." 

So, at the very beginning of the Christmas story was an event that was shared with family 
and it is a time that has meaning to us as families today. As we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, it is certainly appropriate that we celebrate it with our 
families just as Mary did with Elizabeth. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are thankful for this time of joyful celebration of our Savior's 
birth. We pray that we will honor his birthday as a time of celebration with our families. In 
the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 


