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PRAYER: This Advent-time we remember Mary and Joseph, giving thanks for their faithfulness, courage and 

obedience, stepping out into the unknown in the strength of your Spirit, playing their part in the fulfillment of your plan 

to bring your prodigal people home again. We pray that their example might be the pattern of our lives, that when your 

gentle whisper breaks through the clamor of this world and into our small corner, we might be ready to listen, and 

having listened, to act. Amen. 

 

“Steadfast Love: The Response of God to the Cries of Our Heart” - In the past three weeks, we have been building 

up to this week. In four more days, we will be celebrating the birth of our savior. We’ve used this Advent season to 

help us prepare for this holiday as well as reflect on what Christmas. The first candle of the Advent wreath represents 

Hope. From the first sin in the Garden of Eden, God had a plan for the Messiah to come. Hope was present from the 

very beginning. Through the announcement to Zechariah and Elizabeth, hope was given to the future parents of John 

the Baptist. This was the messenger who would lead the way for Jesus and his ministry. Hope manifest itself in the 

birth of Jesus. 

 

The second candle represents preparation. All through Biblical history, scripture has pointed to the coming messiah. In 

the book of 2nd Samuel, God made the announcement that David’s heir would be the Christ. But that was not the only 

preparation. Isaiah wrote that the messiah would be born of a virgin. Many situations and people had to come together 

to fulfill the plan God set out. The prophecies were preparations for the future. He planned it from the beginning. Those 

preparations led up to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 

 

Last week, we looked at the third candle which represents Joy. We saw the sacrifice of Abraham with his son Isaac and 

the joy they experienced when the sacrifice was not required. Joy was also experienced by Elizabeth and her unborn 

son John when they saw Mary who was pregnant with Jesus. They were face to face with their Lord and savior, and 

they knew that salvation was coming. How much more important it is to share the joy of our eternal salvation with 

those who may not know the good news? We have the promise of eternal life through Jesus the Christ because of God’s 

grace, not because of our own efforts. The joy is here because of the birth of the Christ! 

 

This 4th Sunday of Advent morning, we look at the final candle of the Advent wreath and examine how God’s 

“Steadfast Love is a Response to the Cries of Our Heart”. Love has been the driving force behind the birth of Jesus. 

The past three weeks have been nothing less than examples showing God’s love for us. We have done nothing but earn 

eternal damnation through our own sin and disobedience to God’s Word. But, God loves us so much, that he sent His 

own son to suffer and die in our steed. God is love. An unusual survey was done a few years ago, Participants in the 

survey were asked this question.......what 3-word sentence would you most like to hear or have said to you? The top 

three answers were 1. I love you. 2. I forgive you. 3. Supper is ready.  

 

The infinite love of God for humanity is difficult to comprehend. In our sinful flesh we are apt to be vengeful and hold 

grudges. We are apt to hurt those closest to us as well as strangers. Regardless of how good we are today, we are still 

sinful men and women. But, love can be expressed even to those we do not know. The story of Christmas is one of 

conscious, dedicated sacrifice and love. Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice for the mistakes of others. We can 

experience the joy of love because we know the story and the impact of Christmas. But, it may be more important for 

us to demonstrate the love of Jesus and be examples for others to see and experience that love. 

 

Whom do you love? The list doesn’t have to be long, but, if you’re fortunate it is deep and rich with relationships that 

sustain and strengthen you. Now, whom do you other? Who are the people you find threatening so that you hold them 

at a distance? “Othering vs. Loving” When it’s an entire group of people, “othering” becomes insidious. The color of 

someone’s skin, the way they speak, the religion they practice or don’t practice, have been used throughout history to 

condemn these outcasts for needing what isn’t rightfully theirs, taking more than they’re entitled to, or inherently being 

untrustworthy. And sadly, “othering” isn’t limited to the past. Maybe there are more of them or they are smarter or 

growing more influential. So, they must be undermined, weakened, diminished by those who feel threatened. Applying 

stereotypes and stigmas distances them and justifies the perception that they are unworthy. 

This presents problems, both faithfully and practically. Jesus was about bringing people together. He believed that even 

the most misunderstood outcasts deserved a place at the table. They were exactly those he drew unto himself. In many 
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ways to him, those who had the least deserved the most. They were often the most open to his ministry and the most 

grateful for any blessing, no matter how small. 

 

In her book “Glimpses of Grace: Daily Thoughts and Reflections,” Madeline L’Engle wrote: “God be in my thoughts, 

and in my heart. In my left hand and in my right hand. Atone me. At-one me with you and your love. Help me to pray 

for those I fear as well as those I love, knowing that you can take my most ungracious prayers and give them grace. 

Whatever we pray, we are tapping the power of creation, and that’s a might power. There are a lot of battle lines to 

cross in order for us to pray with each other, and with the rest of the world, with those who do not agree with us, with 

those who worship God in ways we do not understand. But that is all right. We do not have to understand. We do have 

to try to turn to love, to know that the Lord who created all, also loves all that which was made.” 

 

When we other people, we inherently push them away and put up barriers. When we build a wall to protect ourselves 

and what is ours from those we simply choose not to understand, harm is done in two ways. We make it harder to know 

the people we’ve locked out and we make it easier to deny their humanity and value. 

 

Sister Evelyn Mattern wrote in “Blessed are You”: “Either we live to forgive, to show mercy, or we live to punish. And 

punishment constricts us. Our corporal and capital punishments, our prison populations and polluted air judge us, 

separate us from others and our own well-being. But when we cease punishing and judging, when we forgive and give 

and share, we lighten our own burdens and others’. Then we empathize with and can hear the voices of many others. 

We know community. We live in mercy.” 

 

We are merely human, and as such we cannot love everyone. In reality, we cannot live in community with everyone, 

and many fail in the range of acquaintance between beloved and rejected. But the fewer people we build walls against, 

the more we open our lives to the opportunity of knowing those from whom we differ and of working with them to 

build a world of shared obligation, commitment and compassion. It doesn’t need to be about what anyone is taking 

from us. It’s about what we can build together. 

 

“Steadfast Love: The Response of God to the Cries of Our Heart” - The church can be an amazing place when it is 

working as it’s supposed to; when we are treating one another as if each person were Christ him or herself. When we 

are following the command Jesus left, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength and love your neighbor as yourself.” Love should not be a foreign concept to us. 

Through the caring for one another, we can spread the love of Christ and create a nurturing climate and this expression 

of love can change those around you. Our actions often speak louder than words. Whether we realize it or not, the 

world is paying attention. As Christians, we should express Love by caring for one another, listening to what people 

actually have to say and by taking time out of our busy lives and trying to make a difference. The life that we lead here 

on earth is a temporary existence compared to the eternal salvation of heaven. 

 

“Steadfast Love: The Response of God to the Cries of Our Heart” God loved us so much that he gave his only 

begotten son to die for us. He showed his love for us by sending his son to atone for our sins. During his life on earth, 

Jesus was the example of love. He showed compassion and mercy for those who needed it and offered forgiveness to 

the repentant. He also explained the standard of love we are to share with others “love your neighbor as yourself.” We 

may not always be able to follow the command, but we should make every attempt to treat even total strangers with a 

spirit of love and compassion in everything we do. God didn’t ignore us when we stumbled in sin. He offered his hand 

to help us back to our feet. 

 

“Steadfast Love: The Response of God to the Cries of Our Heart”- we should also be willing to lend a hand when a 

stranger needs assistance; we also should be an example of love and compassion that has the chance of changing the 

mood within our own homes and communities. God’s love doesn’t end at the church door. It extends to the whole 

world. In the same way, our love should not stop at our families, but stretch to all people. Well, this morning, God has 

three, three-word sentences to say to you: 1. I love you. 2. I forgive you and 3. Supper is ready. Won’t you come and 

join in the Lord’s Supper – AN ADVENT COMMUNION ~ REMEMBER THIS GIFT OF TRANSFORMATIVE 

LOVE. Amen. 


