
Gratitude—One Thank You At A Time! 

 
Focus on what's good in your life to get through these trying times. Pick a 
person to think about for a week. How have they helped/shaped/changed 
you specifically? How are you a different person because you know them? 
What kind of problem would you call this person to help you with? Then 
start writing a note of Gratitude—One Thank You At A Time.”  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYERS FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS: 

Holy God, like the first disciples, we have heard the call to follow 
Jesus! Yet too often, we have failed to introduce him to others, not 
willing to take the risks that go with true discipleship. As we bring 
our tithes and offerings to you this day, make us bold in following. 
May we give more readily, love more deeply, show mercy and    
compassion more extravagantly, and seek justice for others         
courageously. Help us to walk in the steps of the one we follow. In 
Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen. (John 1:43-51)  
 
*HYMN                         “Here I Am. Lord”                          UMH 593 

 
*SENDING FORTH: (Unison) 
L: Can anything good come out of Nazareth?  
Our answer, like Jesus, “Come and see.” We go to invite others to 
join in our vision of community of love, to embrace the love of 
Christ, and show the world what human community might be; to 
show the world, and our neighbors, what our faith is, who the Lord 
we follow is. Come and see!  
 
BENEDICTION:                                                             Pastor Clarissa 

We have celebrated together that Jesus Christ came not only for        
Christians, but to be known by every person, every country, every culture 
on earth. For he is the Savior of all. May we come to know him better and 
then make him known to others, especially by the way we live. Jesus said 
“follow me” and “come and see” how we can change the world. Let us 
follow Jesus and see what happens next. Go in peace of Christ and walk in 
his light.  
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PRELUDE:  

WELCOME:                                                                      Pastor Clarissa           

Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Come and see! This is our  
response when confronted by those made fearful by a false Christianity, 
turned off by the hate and division, who wonder whether Christianity has 
anything to offer them. “Come and see.” This must be our invitation to 
seekers, and doubters, and despisers of Christianity. We must show them 
our experience of Jesus Christ; show them what it means to follow Jesus, 
what the abundant life he offers us is like. Come see! 
 

CENTERING MUSIC: 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)  

L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come to see for ourselves who this Jesus person is. 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come with open hearts to experience Jesus 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come to follow Jesus. 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come to deepen our relationship with God. 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: Yes, Lord we come to follow you!  
 
*MORNING PRAYER: (Unison) 

Lord God, you call your people to tasks we would not ourselves 
choose. Give us the grace to love you enough to follow when you 
call.  You know our weakness and have promised to give resources 
for that which you ask of us. We praise you for your generous care. 
Like Samuel, let us say "Here I am." God of surprising light, here 
we are.  We are surrounded, O God, with people who need to hear 
the story, people who need to meet the one from Nazareth, Jesus 
our Lord.  Make 5th Ave. UMC a place of hospitality and             
welcome.  Make our words and actions, words and actions of invita-
tion. Like Philip, let us say, "Come and see." God of surprising 
light, here we are. Amen.    
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (Responsively) 

L: My friends, Epiphany is good news! The Light comes not to sear and 
blind us but to save us. Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners. 
In his name I declare to you: Yours sins are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

L: Take up your forgiveness with thanksgiving, and live without shame or 
anxiety. 
 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ enables us. Amen! 
 

HYMN:                         “Cry of My Heart”                         TFWS 2165 

THE GOSPEL: John 1:43-46 The Passion Translation (TPT)  

The next day Jesus decided to go to the region of Galilee. There he found 
Philip and said to him, “Come and follow me.” (Now Philip, Andrew, and 
Peter were all from the same village of Bethsaida.) Then Philip went to 
look for his friend, Nathanael and told him, “We’ve found him! We’ve 
found the One we’ve been waiting for! It’s Jesus, son of Joseph from   
Nazareth, the Anointed One! He’s the One that Moses and the prophets 
prophesied would come!” Nathanael sneered, “Nazareth! What good thing 
could ever come from Nazareth? Philip answered, “Come and let’s find 
out!   
 

Liturgist: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  
 
SERMON:       “What Good Can Come Out of Nazareth?  
                                       Oh, Come and See!”               Pastor Clarissa 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER:  
 
Mother of us all, who dwells within and beyond, sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be en-
fleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need to be nourished in body, soul, and 
heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have 
harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands 
of evil. 
For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen.  
 

~HOLY COMMUNION~ 


