
Gratitude—One Thank You At A Time! 

 
Gratitude is one of the most important things in the world. In the words 
of John F. Kennedy, “We must find time to stop and thank the people 
who make a difference in our lives.” Gratitude is a glue that binds people 
together. To give it is to receive it because to receive it you must first give 
it. This is a beautiful circle. With it, harmony is struck and serendipity is 
found.  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYERS FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS: 

Generous God, we ask you to bless the gifts we give this morning. 
We ask that that you help grow the trust in us, that we might follow 
without looking back and that we might leave behind more of our 
old lives to experience more deeply new life in you. Help us to leave 
our nets on the shore, leave those things that seemed essential be-
fore we heard the call, so that we might travel the road you have put 
before us. In the name of Christ who goes before us and beside us, 
we pray. Amen. (Mark 1:14-20)  
 
*HYMN            “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”           TFWS 2129 

 
*SENDING FORTH: (Responsively) 
 
As you go out into the world  ~ Follow me 
At home with your household  ~ Follow me 
At school and work  ~ Follow me 
In everything you do this week  ~ Follow me 
And as you do, remember that I am with you always, even to the end of 
the world.  
 
BENEDICTION:                                                             Pastor Clarissa 

Go now, follow where Christ calls you and proclaim the message God 
gives you. Wait in hope for God. Avoid become bound up in the business 
of the world, but live in readiness for the in-breaking of the Kingdom. 
And may God be your haven and your glory; may Christ Jesus give you 
courage for his mission; and may the Spirit embrace your soul in God’s 
silence. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
POSTLUDE:            
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PRELUDE:  

WELCOME:                                                                      Pastor Clarissa           

Through it all; in it all; and around all of it, choose to love the astounding 
teachings of the Messiah. Look to experience peace and joy, even in the 
midst of disappointment, war, injustice, or poverty. Allow your soul to 
become acquainted with the One who changes hard challenges into     
opportunities for transformation and growth. In spite of the world’s   
challenges, we choose peace; we choose joy; we choose to follow YOU, 
Lord!  
 
CENTERING MUSIC: 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)  

L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come to see for ourselves who this Jesus person is. 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come with open hearts to experience Jesus 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come to follow Jesus. 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: We come to deepen our relationship with God. 
L: Come and see, come and see! 
P: Yes, Lord we come to follow you!  
 
*MORNING PRAYER: (Unison) 

You call us, Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, inviting us to sail 
out of our smug harbors into the uncharted waters of faith to wander 
off from our predictable paths to follow You into the unpredictable 
footsteps of the kingdom; to leave the comfort of our homes and 
accompany You into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually 
avoid. As we wait, in our simple, sometimes zany, constantly       
uncertain lives, speak to us, Spirit of Grace: of that hope which is 
our anchor; of that peace which is our rock; of that grace which is 
our refuge. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (Responsively) 

Leader: Hear the good news! God has forgiven each one of us and calls us 
to take our parts in the drama of redeeming love. 
People: Praise God, who accepts and uses our very human lives in 
the unfolding story of salvation and new life! 

HYMN:                         “Where He Leads Me”                    UMH 338 

THE GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 The Voice (VOICE)  

After John was arrested by Herod, who ruled the Jewish lands on behalf 
of Roman interests, Jesus went back into the region of Galilee and began 
to proclaim the good news of God. It’s time! The kingdom of God is near! 
Seek forgiveness, change your actions, and believe this good news! As  
Jesus walked along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, He met the first of His 
disciples, two brothers, Simon and Andrew, both fishermen who were 
casting their fishing net into the shallow waters. Come and follow Me, and 
I’ll send you to catch people instead of fish. Simon and Andrew left their 
nets and followed Jesus at once. When He had walked a little farther, He 
saw the sons of Zebedee, James and John, in their boat repairing their 
nets. Right away He called to them, and they dropped what they were  
doing and left their father Zebedee and the hired men aboard the boat to 
follow Him as His disciples. 
 

Liturgist: The Word of God for the people of God.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON:   “The Word of the Lord Comes to Us a Second Time - 
                                                 Follow Me                      Pastor Clarissa 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER:  
 
‘And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for         
people.’ Lord Jesus, The one and only Christ, You called many people 
from many walks of life to leave their own ways and follow you; to be 
your disciples; and to prize people as something to seek, find and restore. 
Lord Jesus, the one true leader of every church, we choose to stand as one 
church your church and to lift our focus from our differences and divides. 
We will leave our own ways and follow you together; support each other 
as we seek to be your disciples; and work together to focus on fishing 
once more. For we must act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly together 
before you – and each other. For the sake of our worship of you, 
our love for each other, and the future and freedom of all those still living 
in poverty. Lord Jesus, we ask for your Spirit's help with this for we are 
quick to focus on ourselves, our labels and our differences rather than the 
same nets in our hands, and the same leader before us. Christ have mercy; 
in your precious name which unites us all. Amen. 


