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Devotional for 17 – 23 January 2020 - Good Things in Nazareth 

Read: John 1:43-51

Sometimes the hardest thing to see is what’s right in 
front of your face. Have you ever been in a panic 
looking for your keys or your phone only to realize that 
you were holding them in your hand, or you needed 
your sunglasses, and they were already on your head? 
Whenever we do something like this, we can’t help but 
feel silly because it should be so obvious, but when you 
start telling yourself a story like “My keys are lost and I 
have to find them and they must be in one of the 
places I usually leave them,” it becomes easy to lose 
sight of what we think might be obvious. Our eyes and 
our brains are good at filtering information for us, but 
sometimes we filter out things that would be helpful. 
 
We like to think that we’re very objective and rational, 
that our eyes show us what’s there, but most of the 
time we see what we want to see. To see anything else, 
even things that should be obvious, we sometimes need 
someone to show us. Sometimes to see, to really see, 
what’s right in front of our faces, we need someone to 
see us and show us what we’re missing.  
 

In our story this morning, Jesus helps Nathanael to see 
what he could not see on his own. This is the beginning 
of what it means to be a disciple. We become disciples 
when the scales fall from our eyes and we repent of the 
stories that had blinded us to God and our neighbors. 
Jesus has come to the Galilee and called Nathanael’s 
friend Phillip to “follow him.” This is the context for 
the story: Jesus goes to the Galilee to call disciples, to 
call people to give up everything and live a different 
kind of life in anticipation of a different kind of world.  
 
After Jesus calls Phillip, Phillip goes to Nathanael and 
tells him that the one promised by Moses has come, 
and it’s Jesus from Nazareth. Nathanael’s response is 
incredulous, “Can anything good come from 
Nazareth?” To which Phillip says, “Come and see.” 
 
Prayer: This day is Your gift to me; I take it, Lord, from 
Your hand and thank You for the wonder of it. God be 
with me in this Your day, everyday and every way, with 
me and for me in this Your day; and the love and 
affection of heaven be toward me. Amen.

Nathanael – The name means “God given”. Nathanael’s home was Cana of Galilee (John 21:2). This was the town where 
Jesus performed his first major miracle, turning the water to wine. Jesus called Nathanael “an Israelite indeed”. This could be 
because Nathanael is a model Israelite who placed his faith in the Messiah when he came. Many Israelites were only Israelites 
physically, but Nathanael was also one spiritually. From verse 47 we can infer that Nathanael must have already been a 
believer in God. Surely an unbeliever would be filled with deceit, but Nathanael was an honest person. We can also see that 
Nathanael was well-versed in Scripture. When Philip told him that Jesus was from Nazareth he immediately doubted if Jesus 
could be the Messiah. It was well known that the Messiah would be from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). The priests and scribes 
knew this as well and had told it to Herod years before (Matthew 2:5-6). In contrast, Nazareth was a small and insignificant 
village. No one expected that the Messiah would come from that region (John 7:41-52). Nathanael has also often been 
identified with Bartholomew (same person, different name). This is because John never mentions Bartholomew (who was 
listed with Philip in Matthew 10:3) but mentions Nathaniel (who was a friend of Philip in this passage). It is unknown if they 
are the same person, but it is possible. Nathanael had a soft heart. He was very open to God and had strong faith. He didn’t 
need a lot of evidence, but simply believed. 
 
Philip – “Lover of horses”. More is known about Philip than any other of the apostles outside of the first group. His 
hometown was the same as Peter and Andrew, Bethsaida (Likely Philip already knew Andrew and was friends with him. 
Therefore, they are mentioned together a couple of times in the gospels. They were also the only two of the twelve to have a 
Greek name.). Philip was the first one called by Jesus (John 1:43). It is likely that he also (like Andrew and John and Peter) 
had already been a disciple of John the Baptist. This was soon after Jesus had changed Peter’s name. Philip was the leader of 
the second group of disciples (Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:8, Luke 6:14). He is mentioned at the top of the list of the second group 
in every list. Notice what he does almost immediately after being called by Jesus. His first act is to go and tell his friend about 
Christ. It wasn’t just by chance and Nathanael didn’t go to him. Philip went out purposely with the intent to tell Nathanael. 
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We are shown more communication between Jesus and Philip than with most of the apostles. Jesus asked Philip where they 
should buy bread to feed the big crowd (John 6:5-9). This was done to test Philip and his faith. Philip answered reasonably 
and practically according to humanity’s thinking but left out the spiritual aspect and didn’t think of Jesus’ miraculous ability. 
Through this episode he must have gained much more faith in the Messiah. 
 
In John 12:20-22 there is another short record about Philip. Some Greeks had come to worship and wanted to know more 
about Jesus. They first went to Philip. Once again Philip, through Andrew, went to Jesus and probably took them to Jesus as 
well. Philip didn’t go into a long spiel about who Jesus was and all the miracles he had done. Instead, he wants them to meet 
and see Jesus directly. This is a good example for us. We should not rely on our own knowledge or logic. Our goal should be 
to introduce people to Jesus and let him do the changing. 
 
Philip was a slow learner, however. He had been present and saw Jesus’ miracles. He had heard Jesus’ teachings, but still he 
asked Jesus to “show [them] the Father” (John 14:8). Philip believed and loved the Lord, but like the other disciples he didn’t 
understand fully. He knew he had something amazing in Jesus. He believed he was the Messiah. He just didn’t know all the 
theology and implications of it. However, Philip was still there after Jesus arose from the dead and presumably saw Jesus 
(Acts 1:13). He then went on to boldly proclaim the gospel. Tradition says that he was martyred at Hierapolis in Phrygia. 
 
Nazareth – Nazareth was the home of Mary and Joseph and was also where Jesus was brought up (Luke 4:16, Luke 2:39). It 
was the place where the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would have a son who would save the world from their 
sins (Luke 1:26-33). This was where the family returned to in Israel after they came back from Egypt (where they had gone to 
escape Herod). This small town has 5000-1000 people now and is estimated to have been a little larger at the time of Christ. 
Nazareth was a small and insignificant village. It was never mentioned by name in the Old Testament and therefore no one 
thought that that the Messiah would come from there (most didn’t know he actually came from Bethlehem). From 
Nathaniel’s and the priest’s (John 7:41,52) words it also likely that people from that area were looked down on. This could be 
due to moral character (which was obviously lacking since they didn’t believe Jesus despite the signs, he did there), status in 
society or other factors. Jesus began his ministry in the synagogue there (Matthew 13:54). What a blessing for the Son of God 
to appear in person living and teaching in your own city! The city of Nazareth was truly blessed! But they wasted their great 
opportunity. They expelled him and once tried to kill him (Luke 4:16,29, Matthew 13:53-58. They didn’t give him any honor 
and they had little faith. Consequently, Jesus went elsewhere and did few miracles there. 
 
Prayer: Awesome God, you knew us before we were born. You love us into life. Open our hearts and our spirits today to 
hear your word for us. And, upon hearing the word, may we be convinced of our call to ministry and mission through the 
church. Bless us with your presence and your powerful love, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 
Election – Notice that Jesus “found” Philip (John 1:43) and that it was Jesus who issued the call to “follow Me” (John 1:43). 
We know this to be true from John 15:15 where Jesus said that He chooses us, not the other way around. He took the 
initiative in going to Philip’s location. He took the initiative in talking with Philip. He took the initiative in commanding 
Philip to follow Him. And He had already begun the work in Philip’s heart a long time before that. Some may ask, “What 
about Nathanael? He went to Jesus, right?” Nathanael went to Jesus because He worked through Philip to bring Nathanael 
there. Notice that Jesus was already observing Nathanael before Nathanael ever came. This is just one more example that 
God calls and finds us. 
 
Evangelism – Here we see a good example of evangelism, it’s similar to Andrew with Peter. Philip didn’t have all the answers. 
He didn’t have much experience. He had only been following Jesus a short time. Indeed, Philip did make mistakes. He said 
“Jesus of Nazareth” when He was from Bethlehem, called him the “son of Joseph” when he was only the supposed son, and 
said that he found Jesus, when Jesus found him. Many people make a lot of excuses for why they can’t share the Good News 
of the gospel. They say that they can’t answer questions. They don’t want to make mistakes. They can’t share everything 
clearly. Look at the example of Philip. He could have made all these excuses. He could have found a lot of reasons to “wait 
for a better time”. However, now is the day of salvation. Philip made use of the time. As soon as he was called, he went to 
tell others! This is how it should work. Philip was enthusiastic and excited in his newfound love for Christ. He shared it 
simply. He told Nathanael that he had found the Messiah and encouraged Nathanael to “come and see”. Evangelism is not 
that complicated. It is sharing what we have seen and heard and what God has done for us (1 John 1:1-3). It is introducing 
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others to God. Start introducing your friends to God. Tell them what He has done for you. Give them a Bible and let them 
look for themselves, with your help; Philip used a word “come” signifying that he was still there to help; they would do it 
together. Don’t be scared to make mistakes, because remember that it is God who saves and calls, not us! 
Everywhere – God (the Trinity) is everywhere. The fact that Nathanael believed in Jesus as the Messiah because of Jesus’ 
statement that He saw Nathanael under the tree shows that it was a miraculous event and Jesus wasn’t there physically. John 
includes this to show us more about who Jesus is as a person. He is still omnipresent, several times he healed others across a 
great distance. Jesus did limit many of His divine attributes when He came to earth, but He still knew everything that was 
going on everywhere and could see it all. He could see right into the heart. Psalms 139:7-13 reinforces this truth. God is 
everywhere. He created everything. He knows everything about us. We cannot escape from His presence. Is this good or 
bad? The answer is that it depends. If we are following God is great news that He is everywhere. He will be with us and lead 
us in all situations that we face. No matter how dark or scary the situation is, God is beside us. But if we are wicked and 
doing sins, it is bad for us that God is everywhere for He knows our sins. He will judge us for that. We will not escape. When 
you are by yourself or think no one else is noticing or looking, remember God is there. He is watching. Judgment is His. 
When you are facing difficulties and walking through the valley of the shadow of death, remember that God is there. He will 
lead you and guide you. He will be your light and your strength. 
 
Verse 1:50 – The disciples had the privilege of being there firsthand to see all the mighty works that Jesus did. Jesus told 
Thomas that he was blessed for believing and seeing, but that others who don’t see yet still believe will be more blessed. 
Also, from this we see that the longer we believe the more and more evidence we will see that God is true. 
 
Verse 1:51 – The phrase heavens opened appears to be figurative. It is like the unfolding of mysteries and the revealing of 
whom Jesus was and what God’s plan was. The angels ascending and descending is probably a reference to their ministry of 
service in Jesus’ earthly ministry. They did serve Him in the wilderness and the garden (Mark 1:13, Luke 22:43). Also, at the 
ascension, heaven was opened, and the angels came down.  
 
Prayer: From the very beginning, God has blessed you and planted within your spirit the words "I can do all things through 
God who strengthens me". Do not fear the task God sets before you. Rejoice, for God is with you every moment and God’s 
love washes over you always, healing and nourishing your life. AMEN. 
 
REVIEW: 
 
The Biblical record is historical. It records real people with real personalities. It records real places, which can be visited and 
compared to the Bible account. It records real events, which are backed up by many eyewitness accounts. 
 
Jesus calls and finds us, not the other way around. From our vantage point it may appear that we are the ones finding Jesus, 
but it is Him who comes to us first and allows us to “find” him. 
 
Our goal should be to introduce people to Jesus. We don’t have to have all knowledge. We don’t have to be able to answer all 
questions. But we do need to have a heart for people and a desire to lead them to Christ. We should do as Philip did and if 
we don’t know the answers say, “come and see” or give them a Bible and say “look and see”. 
 
God is always watching us. He sees us wherever we are. He knows our hearts. We cannot deceive or trick God. Do right 
because He is watching. Also be honest with Him.    
 
Calling of Philip and Nathaniel, John 1: 

 Calling of Philip (43) 

 Philip finds Nathanael (44-45) 

 Nathanael questions if the Messiah can come from 
Nazareth (46) 

 Jesus praises Nathanael’s character (47) 

 Jesus demonstrates his omnipresence (48) 

 Nathanael proclaims his faith (49) 

 Jesus promises he will see much greater things  
(50-51) 

 

Questions: 
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 What do we know about Philip and Nathanael? 

 What is Philip’s first recorded act after being called by Jesus? 

 What is significant about this? 

 Are there any principles we can gather from this? 

 How does Philip deal with Nathaniel’s question? 

 How effective do you think it would have been if Philip had tried to explain why it was ok that Jesus came from 
Nazareth or that perhaps he was really from Bethlehem and they didn’t know it? What can we learn from this? 

 Where was Nazareth? 

 What was the general opinion of Nazareth at that time? 

 What does the phrase an “Israelite indeed” mean? 

 What does it mean that Jesus saw Nathanael under the fig tree? Did Jesus pass by there earlier? What is this meant to 
show? 

 Is it good or bad that God is everywhere? 

 Compare Nathanael’s response to the response of most Israelites at the time? 

 What does the phrase “no deceit” or “no guile” mean to you? 

 Is it important that Nathanael believed when he didn’t see the greater things and most Israelites didn’t believe even 
when they did see the greater things? What does this teach us about faith? 

 

Prayer: Caring and forgiving God, allow us to come into his peaceful presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to 
him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God. Jesus, it is right for us to praise you. We celebrate who you are and 
what you have done for us. The very thought of you brings us joy and peace. In your name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray With You & For You 
 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength after brain tumor surgery; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, WB  53095 

 5
th
 Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  

 Bro. Bob Krell, recovering from surgery; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 
502 Crocus Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Bro. Ted Meilahn, prayers for strength and healing; words of encouragement during a challenging time; 
1085 Fond du Lac Avenue, Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Sandy Abuya, strength and continued healing; 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086 

 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; W193 
N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 

 Ms. Betty Felt, the passing of her sister, 2130 Continental Dr. #211, West Bend, WI 53095. 
 

Prayer: God of mercy, God of comfort, we come before you in this time of difficulty, mindful of human frailty and need, 

confused and struggling to find meaning in the face of suffering. Where tempers flare and a partisan spirit provokes new 

hostility, raise up people who have patience and restraint. Where indifference allows crisis to deepen and suffering to go 

without relief, awaken deliverers who have zeal and strength. We pray for those who are engaged in making important 

decisions in this time, for those who report on these events, and for those who shape public opinion. Direct all levels and 

types of leadership in the way of peace and justice, that your will may be known and done among all people. Deliver us 

from the sins which lead to violence, and conflict, and strengthen within us the will to establish righteousness and justice 

on the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Each day we desperately seek the light of Christ to be made ever more 

visible to us all. With fervent hope, 
 

your humble Pastor-servant leader, Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


