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Devotional for 24 – 30 January 2020 - Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus begins his ministry by proclaiming the “good news” of the gospel, which is that “the time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15). 

Read: Mark 1:14-20

Mark begins his Gospel with the words, “The 
beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ” (v. 1) and 
tells the stories of the ministry of John the Baptist (vv. 
2-8), the baptism of Jesus (vv. 9-11), and Jesus’ 
temptation in the wilderness (vv. 12-13). 
 
John the Baptist careful puts himself in proper 
relationship to the one who is coming after him. That 
one (Jesus Christ) will be more powerful and will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. John is unworthy even to 
untie the thong of his sandals (vv. 7-8). 
 
Our Gospel lesson is the story of the call of the first 
disciples, which opens Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Following the call of these disciples, Jesus launches into 
his public ministry, healing a man with an unclean spirit 
healing Simon’s mother-in-law and others at Simon’s 

house preaching in Galilee, and cleansing a leper. The 
aim of first half of this Gospel (through 8:21) as 
proclaiming (by preaching and teaching) and 
demonstrating (by miracles) “the nearness of the 
kingdom of God”. 
 
Mark’s Gospel is fast paced, rather like a series of 
images flashed on a screen one after another, moving 
almost too fast for us to keep up. 
 
Prayer:  Gracious Christ, you came to the fishermen 
when the prophet John was taken away. Come to us 
now, as we fear losses of our own. Grant us courage to 
cast aside the nets that bind us, to follow you into true 
freedom and newness of life. Help us to be faithful 
disciples, that we might inspire others to follow in your 
ways. Amen.

To whom does John the Baptist point his disciples? See John 1:35-36. How do John’s disciples respond to John’s words and 
what happens to them? See John 1:37-39. 
 
Jesus’ coming was the “fullness of time,” because he is the messenger promised in the Old Testament (Galatians 4:4, 
Ephesians 1:10). Jesus repeats the message of John the Baptist, “Repent and believe in the good news.” The emphasis of 
Mark’s gospel is that Jesus’ coming is the gospel, the “good news,” a term that in the first fifteen verses of the gospel occurs 
three times. Mark calls the gospel Jesus preached ‘the good news of God’.  
 
Task #1 - Check out these references which also refer to ‘the gospel of God’ or ‘the good news of God’; 2Corinthians 11:7; 
1Thessalonians 2:8,9; 1Peter 4:17. 
 
Task #2: What are the two elements of ‘the good news’ Jesus preached identified by Mark in 1:15? 
 
The time has come. Jesus' first point is the time has come. The Greek text is more powerful: the time is fulfilled, or rather 
‘has been fulfilled’. What Jesus is saying here is that in his coming all the expectations, all the prophecies, all the plans and 
purposes of God, all that God promised, have been fulfilled and remain in a state of completion. In the coming of Jesus, 
God's time has come. The waiting is over. 
 
God planned for this time before he created the world. Towards this time God moved human history. About this time the 
whole Old Testament spoke in anticipation. For this time all previous revelations of God are preparations. The waiting, the 
expectation, all are now over: God’s long-planned, appointed time has come. 
 

 Now the promise to the woman in Genesis 3:15 is fulfilled. 

 Now the promises to Abraham in Genesis 12 and 22 are fulfilled. 

 Here we see the reality behind the symbolic rituals defined in Exodus and Leviticus. 
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 Here is the eternal King of David’s line, the ‘root’ or ‘branch’ of Jesse. 

 Here is the child of the virgin, foretold in Isaiah 7:14. 

 Here is the ‘son’ promised in Isaiah 9:6. 

 Here we is the revelation of the glory God promised in Isaiah 40. 

 Here is the ‘suffering servant’ of Isaiah 42, 49, 50 and 53. 

 Here is the ‘Shepherd’ of Ezekiel 34. 

 Here is the one who established the ‘new covenant’ of Jeremiah 31 and Ezekiel 36. 
 
Task #3: Check out the eternal plan of God in the verses below. What do they teach? Galatians 4:4; Ephesians 1:3; 2Timothy 
1:9; Titus 1:2; Revelation 15:8 
 
Since last Sunday’s story is from the Gospel of John, we don’t know the exact sequence of that text with this one from Mark, 
but the theme is the same. Today’s text continues the story from last Sunday, that is, the beginning of Jesus’ ministry as he 
calls his first disciples. Last Sunday we heard Jesus called Philip and Nathanael. In today’s story he calls four fishermen at the 
Sea of Galilee — Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John. 
 
When Jesus once again sees Andrew and Simon, what does He ask them to do? See Mark 1:16-17 
 
Task #4: What are the three elements of Jesus’ command to Simon and Andrew? Explain what each means. 
 
Once again, we don’t know what there was about Jesus that led Simon, Andrew, James, John, and others to leave their homes 
and families to follow Jesus. Did they know him already? Or was this their first contact with him? In any case there was 
something remarkably compelling about Jesus to cause these and others to follow him into an uncertain future. The 
astonishing feature of the story is that they followed Jesus with no idea of where it would lead. 
 
We know little of the background of any of the disciples whom Jesus calls. The four in today’s story were fishermen. 
Matthew was a tax collector (Matthew 9:9). What had the other seven done before Jesus came into their lives? We don’t 
know. 
 
As far as we can tell, the twelve persons Jesus called to be his companions were ordinary men. As far as we can tell, Jesus 
didn’t do background checks to determine IQ levels, financial acumen, professional skills, or temple education. He picked 
people probably much like you and me. Furthermore, his disciples were anything but perfect. Many times, they 
misunderstood him.  
 
They often hesitated to follow him. Judas betrayed him and Peter denied him. But these would be the persons who would 
continue Jesus’ work on earth after he left — ordinary people, like you and me. They were called. 
 
Furthermore, Jesus’ first disciples were “northerners,” from the northern province of Galilee. The capital of Israel was 
Jerusalem in the former southern kingdom, the religious center with the temple. It is no wonder that Jesus was greeted with 
such skepticism when he travelled to Jerusalem from his home in Galilee with his Galilean friends. The religious leaders in 
Jerusalem naturally considered Jesus an “outsider.” 
 
As far as we know, every one of the disciples was chosen and called personally by Jesus. We believe that God calls each one 
of us. God not only calls us to follow Jesus, but also calls us into the fields and careers of our lives. We often speak of 
“God’s call” too narrowly, as if God “calls” people only into ordained ministry. That is true: God calls people to be pastors 
and church workers. But God’s call is not limited to clergy. God calls every single one of us. 
 
In the Middle Ages the clergy was considered a higher status of Christian than laypersons. They had their own regimen of 
frequent daily worship that laypersons didn’t have. They had church rules to follow, which laypersons didn’t have. They 
usually lived in communities — monasteries and convents — unlike laypersons. 
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The Reformation eliminated those distinctions between clergy and lay by affirming that God calls everybody. The word for 
this call to everyone is “vocation,” from Latin vocatio, “calling.” Everyone has a station or vocation in life. Every vocation or 
job that works to build up and maintain society is a calling teacher, insurance salesman, car mechanic, politician, etc. We also 
have callings within family structures — mother, father, aunt, uncle, child, etc. We serve God in these family callings as well. 
 
God’s call is always into an uncertain future. When we enter into our callings, we have no idea how it will all end up. We 
choose our careers and jobs hoping that we can use the gifts and talents God has given us, but there are no guarantees. What 
does it mean to be a follower of Jesus? What does Jesus want from us as his followers? What type of a church does God 
want 5th Ave. UMC to be? 
 
Task #5: A personal challenge: Is your obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ as prompt and total as that of these first disciples, 
who knew far less about him than you do, and who at this point of time, had no knowledge of the greatness of his sacrificial 
and saving love demonstrated on the cross? In what ways should you change? 
 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for the wonderful way that Your truth is unfolded and Your word is fulfilled in holy 
Scripture. Thank you for the lessons that we can learn from people like John the Baptist, who faithfully fulfilled his calling, 
despite the cruel persecution he endured. Thank You for the example that Jesus gave us, in those early years of His life and 
ministry, when He quietly waited until the appointed time to begin His work. Help me to follow their good example and be 
faithful to my calling and give me the grace to wait for Your perfect timing in my life - This I ask in Jesus name, AMEN. 

 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray With You & For You 
 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength after brain tumor surgery; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, WB  53095 

 5
th
 Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  

 Bro. Bob Krell, recovering from surgery; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 
502 Crocus Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Bro. Ted Meilahn, prayers for strength and healing; words of encouragement during a challenging time; 
1085 Fond du Lac Avenue, Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Sandy Abuya, strength and continued healing; 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086 

 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; W193 
N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 

 Ms. Betty Felt, the passing of her sister, 2130 Continental Dr. #211, West Bend, WI 53095. 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, the one and only Christ, you called many people from many walks of life to leave their own ways 

and follow you; to be your disciples and to prize people as something to seek, find and restore. Lord Jesus, the one true 

leader of every church, we choose to stand as one church, your church and to lift our focus from our differences and 

divides. We will leave our own ways and follow you together; support each other as we seek to be your disciples and 

work together to focus on fishing once more. Help us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly together before you and 

each other, for the sake of our worship of you, our love for each other and the future and freedom of all those still living 

without hope. Lord Jesus, we ask for your Spirit's help with this for we are quick to focus on ourselves, our labels, and 

our differences rather than the same nets in our hands, and the same leader before us. Forgiving Christ, have mercy in 

your precious name which unites us all. Amen.  
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Please contact me with any challenges with the crossword puzzle. Blessings! 

 

With fervent hope, your humble Pastor-servant leader, Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


