
“COME AND SEE” (JOHN 1:43-46)  

COMMUNION LITANY  

L: May the God who created us be with you!       
P: And also with you! 
L: Open your hearts to the One who writes grace on them. 
P: May God's words of hope and wonder guide our lives. 
L: Sing praises to your God, children of the Creator of the universe. 
P: Glad songs are lifted to the one who gives us new life. 
 
The Bible mentions in many places the grain, wine, and oil. Through the 
grain, wine, and oil, we can receive by grace, not by accomplishing or 
striving, all the benefits of Jesus. Humanity ate their way into trouble in 
the Garden of Eden. By the same token, you can eat your way back into 
God’s blessings today. 

The grain and wine represent the Holy Communion, which speaks of the 
broken body of Jesus and the blood that He shed. To make bread, you 
take the wheat or grain, then crush and beat it to make dough. Then, you 
punch the dough and put it into the fiery heat for it to become bread. 
That’s what happened to our Lord Jesus on the cross—He became our 
Bread of Life. 

To get wine, the grapes not only have to be plucked, but they also need 
to be crushed and trodden upon. Likewise, our Lord Jesus was trodden 
upon by the judgment of God and He became new wine for all of us. 

Pastor: Olive oil comes from the olive fruit. But when you press the fruit 
real hard, you won’t find oil, only a white sap. Also, the fruit tastes very 
bitter. To get the oil, the fruit and its seed must be crushed by a great 
weight in an olive press. The crushing also removes the bitterness. In the 
same manner, Jesus was crushed under the burden and weight of our 
sins, and under the judgment of a holy God. He was crushed to become 
the anointing oil that heals us today. 

So, with all creation echoing the songs of angels, we join in praising your 
name: 

All: Holy, holy, holy are you, God who alone is exalted. All creation 
rejoices in you. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who 
would not keep silent. Hosanna in the highest! 

As we wonder if any good can come from following him, as we listen for 
your word in these moments, we speak of that mystery we call faith: 

All: Trusting you were with him at the end, Jesus died; loving him 
from the beginning, you raised Jesus to new life; knowing our hopes 
and fears,  Jesus will come with resurrection hope. 

Before we gather, you are at the Table, pouring out your Spirit on the gifts 

prepared for your people. In the breaking of the bread, may we hear the 

cries of hungry children, the groans of weary workers, the whispers of    

lonely strangers, so that we can say, ‘here we are,’ as we reach out to serve.  

Through the grace of the cup, may we listen to your heart which seeks     
justice for the overlooked, peace in violent settings, hope in despair’s    
shadows, so that we may not only hear but act as your hands and feet, your 
voice and your love. 

And when our lives have come to an end, when we are gathered with your 
children from every age, we will sit at your Table, finally knowing your ways, 
and singing to you of our love and joy forever, God in Community, Holy in 
One. Amen. 

 

 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
  

God sends us out,  so that grace will not be rare in our time. 
Here we are, ready to go and share love and mercy with those around 
us. 
Jesus calls us to go out, so that justice will not be rare in our time. 
Here we are, ready to speak truth to power, walking with those on  
oppression’s mean streets. 
The Spirit fills us with compassion, so that peace will not be rare in our 
time. 
Here we are, offering hope to those living in fear, working for         
reconciliation in brokenness. 


