
*PRAYER: TITHES, OFFERINGS & OURSELVES (CONTINUED) 

Help me to walk worthy of my calling and may You be glorified in 
all I say and do. Jesus taught with authority, and if we listen, we will 
live a life of generosity,   mercy, and compassion. Bless what we 
give this day and help us be faithful in the use of all our resources, 
that we might live like those anticipating your kingdom. In Christ, 
we pray. Amen 
 
*HYMN                    “Halle, Halle, Halleluja” x3              TFWS 2026 

 
*SENDING FORTH: (Responsively) 
 
We have heard the word of God—the word of love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
We have heard the word of God—the word of grace. 
Christ, have mercy. 
We have heard the word of God—the word of service and ministry. 
Lord, have mercy.  
God’s great love and rich mercy have made us alive in Christ. Let us    
depart to live lives of grace, and to do good works.  
 
BENEDICTION:                                                             Pastor Clarissa 
 
For God so loved 5th Ave. UMC and the city of West Bend that God 
gave his only child, Jesus Christ, so that any human being, of any        
background, who believes in the mission, work, and atonement in Christ 
will not suffer punishment, but instead have the gift of eternal joy and life.  
 
POSTLUDE:            
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WELCOME:                                                                      Pastor Clarissa           

Good morning 5th Ave. UMC! On this 5th Sunday in     January 2021, We 

are people on a journey of transformation, and it isn’t always easy. Today, 

we acknowledge the hard work of becoming disciples and of setting aside 

the weight that clings so closely, of handing over the reins of our lives so 

that we can be led into wholeness. And so, we can proclaim wholeness to 

the broken world around us.  

PRELUDE:  

BE IN UNITY WITH CHRIST:                                     Pastor Clarissa 

 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to  

destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” Jesus was 

preaching something new. Something different. Jesus was preaching from 

his own authority; like he had special access to God. The spirit knows that 

Jesus has come to turn things upside down. The spirit knows the world 

that he and the people around him are stuck in is the past. The           

comfortable systems, traditions and ways of being that they are used to are 

over. Jesus is going to wreck things. “What have you to do with us? I 

know who you are!”  

HYMN                          ‘He Touched Me’                          UMH 367 

THE GOSPEL: Ephesians 2:13-14 The Passion Translation (TPT)  
 
Yet look at you now! Everything is new! Although you were once distant 
and far away from God, now you have been brought delightfully close to 
him through the sacred blood of Jesus—you have actually been united to 
Christ! Our reconciling “Peace” is Jesus! He has made Jew and non-Jew 
one in Christ. By dying as our sacrifice, he has broken down every wall of 
prejudice that separated us and has now made us equal through our union 
with Christ. 
 
HYMN                        ‘One Bread, One Body’                     UMH 620 
 

“YOU’RE A BRICK IN THE HOUSE OF GOD”    
PASTOR CLARISSA 

 
CENTERING MUSIC: 

 

THE GOSPEL: Ephesians 2:15-18 The Passion Translation (TPT)  
 
Ethnic hatred has been dissolved by the crucifixion of his precious body 

on the cross. The legal code that stood condemning every one of us has 

now been repealed by his command. His triune essence has made peace 

between us by starting over—forming one new race of humanity, Jews 

and non-Jews fused together! Two have now become one, and we live 

restored to God and reconciled in the body of Christ. Through his cruci-

fixion, hatred died. For the Messiah has come to preach this sweet mes-

sage of peace to you, the ones who were distant, and to those who are 

near. And now, because we are united to Christ, we both have equal and 

direct access in the realm of the Holy Spirit to come before the Father! 

“YOU’RE A BRICK IN THE HOUSE OF GOD”    
 

HYMN: ‘They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love’ TFWS 2223 
 
“Life is but a Weaving” (The Tapestry Poem) by Corrie ten Boom 

CENTERING MUSIC 
 
THE GOSPEL: Ephesians 2:19-22 The Passion Translation (TPT)  
 
So, you are not foreigners or guests, but rather you are the children of the 
city of the holy ones, with all the rights as family members of the     
household of God. You are rising like the perfectly fitted stones of the 
temple; and your lives are being built up together upon the ideal         
(CONTINUED ON INSERT) 
 

 My life is but a weaving 
Between my God and me. 
I cannot choose the colors 
He weaveth steadily. 
 
Oft’ times He weaveth sorrow; 
And I in foolish pride 
Forget He sees the upper 
And I the underside. 
 
Not ’til the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly 
Will God unroll the canvas 
And reveal the reason why. 

The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver’s skillful hand 
As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern He has planned 
 
He knows, He loves, He cares; 
Nothing this truth can dim. 
He gives the very best to those 
Who leave the choice to Him. 


