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Black History Month: Why We Remember

History gives us the ability to stop and remember significant past events that have shaped the world in which we live. 
This is why every year the month of February is designated as Black History Month. In 1926, Carter G. Woodson 
initiated Black History Month to raise awareness and acknowledge the accomplishments and influential experiences of 
black men and women. Black history is not merely the history of African Americans; it is our history as the American 
people, and our history impacts the church. 
 
In black history, we find a narrative richly woven with the themes of the gospel. It is a history that helps us to better 
understand God, to comprehend His plan for humanity and to see tangible evidence of His deliverance, love and 
blessings. Black history offers stunning examples of what unity should look like, serving as a present-day reminder of 
the unifying truth that Jesus spoke to both the Jews and Gentiles (Col. 3:11). It is a story filled with modern-day faith 
heroes who persevered for truth, sometimes to the point of death (Heb. 11). 
 
The Bible contains countless historical narratives intended to remind us of the trials and events that shaped our 
spiritual heritage. Hundreds of verses in Scripture address the idea of remembrance, encouraging us to reflect upon 
past triumphs and tragedies and recall the God of our salvation. In chapter 4 of Joshua, God commands Joshua to set 
up 12 stones in remembrance of Israel’s miraculous crossing of the Jordan River. The stones would stand as an 
everlasting memorial to communicate to future generations the provisions of the Lord. They were the faithful witness 
of a faithful God who understood the propensity of humans to forget. Black History Month serves us and those who 
come after us much like those memorial stones. It helps us remember to show honor. It helps us remember not 
to repeat the past. It helps us remember to inspire 
hope. 

 
 

Remembering the history of the many people—both black and white—whose humanitarian efforts aided the cause of 
blacks brings them the honor they are due. Consider Harriet Tubman, one of the many conductors who helped slaves 
escape from their masters to go north and find freedom. Consider the Quakers, white men and women who believed 
slavery to be wrong and aided the Underground Railroad alongside black leaders such as Leonard A. Grimes. Born to 
free parents, Grimes became pastor to a church in Boston in the late 1800s where he shepherded and shared the gospel 
with Black men and women. By remembering and retelling their stories, we honor the courage and examples set by 
these individual. 
 
Prayer: God, help us to value diversity beyond variety. Help us value diversity with a vision for a progressive future that 
acknowledges our strength together as well as the power, creativity, ideas, and part that we all bring when we are all 
welcome – to come to the table and taste and see that the Lord is good. Help us labor on until we all can sing, for good 
and right reasons: Oh, happy day! Amen. 
 
Have you experienced a difficult relationship with someone which later became a very good relationship? 
 
Though believers in Christ have differing cultures, ethnicities, nationalities, gifts, passions, personalities and 
experiences; God has called us to be unified in the faith. 
 
Read Ephesians 4:1-16 and ask the following questions: 
 
1. What do you like about this passage? 
 
2. What do you find uncomfortable or difficult to understand in this passage? 
 
3. What appears to be the main idea emphasized in this passage? (Look for repeated words or ideas.) 
 
Consider how the following passages increase our understanding of this topic: 
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Read John 17:20-23 (Jesus speaking). 
 
In your own words, describe Jesus’ desire for oneness and unity among believers. 
 
How might our pursuit of unity benefit our relationships with everyone in the body of Christ? 
 
How does unity in the body of Christ influence those who don’t know God? 
 
Read James 2:1-10. 
 
In your own words, describe the radical nature of God’s call for believers in Christ to be unified. 
 
Who are the Christians you find easy to look down on or look up to? 
 
In regards to unity, what reputation do Christians have in our community? 
 
4. What are the beliefs and values promoted in these passages? 
 
5. What do they reveal about our human condition and God’s response? 
 
6. How are these beliefs and values similar or different from those that have influenced you? (such as your family, 
culture, peers, church, etc.) 
 
7. How might our faith increase and our lives change as we embrace what is true and important? 
 
8. In light of what we’ve discussed, how can we pray for each other right now? 
 
Bee intentional about journaling what happens as a result of expressing Christ’s love to others? 
 
How can you, or we, express Christ’s love to others this week? 
 
Here are a few ideas: 
 

 Pray God would meet their deepest needs. 

 Help meet a felt need they have. 

 Encourage them with a text, note or verbally. 

 Give them a thoughtful gift or buy them coffee. 

 Invite them to do something fun or meaningful. 

 Listen to their story. 

 Explore their thoughts on the gospel. 
 

 

Bible Bowl Answers 
 
1. What appeared as a sign after the 
Great Flood? (Rainbow) 
 

2. If we follow Christ's teachings, how many times 
do we have to forgive our neighbors? (Seventy 
times seven or forever) 

 
3. What is the 8th commandment? (Thou shalt not 
steal) 
 
4. How many times did Moses tap the rock to 
bring forth the water? (Twice) 
 
5. Where was the body of Jesus placed? (In the 
tomb) 
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6. To what country did Jacob and his 12 sons move 
because of the famine?  (Egypt) 
 
7. Where did Jesus tell Peter he would find some 
money to pay taxes? (In the mouth of a fish.) 
 
8. What is the name of the parable about a 
rebellious son who repents and returns?  (The 
Prodigal Son) 
9. Who was Moses' brother who acted as his 
mouthpiece? ( Aaron) 
 
10. Which of Christ's apostles was a tax collector?    
(Matthew ) 
 
11. Who saw the first rainbow? (Noah and his 
family) 
 
12. How many years did the children of Israel 
wander in the wilderness? (Forty) 
 
13. How was John the Baptist killed? (His head 
was cut off) 
 
14.What happened to the first commandments 
Moses brought down? (Moses broke them) 
 
15. Which of the four gospels begins with a "J".  
(John) 
 
16. Why did the sailors throw Jonah overboard? 
(To calm the storm) 
 
17. On what day of the week was Christ's body 
placed in the tomb? (Friday ) 
 
18. What priesthood did John the Baptist hold?   
(Aaronic) 
 
19. Who was the king that loved Daniel? (Darius) 
 
20. Jesus said, "I am the _____________ and the 
life of the world." (Light) 
 
21. How did The Lord cleanse the earth from 
wickedness? (A flood) 
 
22. Which of the apostles once walked on water? 
 (Peter ) 
 

23. What part of the Bible was written before the 
birth of Jesus Christ? (Old Testament) 
24. The earth was created in how many days? 
(Six days) 
 
25. How many people passed by the attacked man 
in the parable of the Good Samaritan without 
helping him? (Two) 
 
26. Who was the prophet leader of the Old 
Testament city that was lifted into heaven? 
(Enoch) 
 
27. What was Christ doing when he said, "Make 
not my father's house a house of merchandise?" 
(Cleansing the temple) 
 
28. What city were Lot and his wife told to flee to? 
(Zoar) 
 
29. Why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem? To 
be taxed) 
 
30. Who is the first comforter? (Holy Ghost) 
 
31. Did Moses enter the promised land with his 
people? (No) 
 
32. What did The Lord tell Samson to never do, 
lest he lose his great strength? (Cut his hair) 
 
33. What was Jacob's name changed to? (Israel ) 
 
34. After Christ healed the ten lepers, how many 
returned to thank him?(One) 
 
35. Where did King Nebuchadnezzar put 
Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego when they 
refused to worship an idol? (Into a fiery furnace) 
 
36. What is the fourth commandment? (Remember 
the Sabbath Day to keep it holy) 
 
37. Who was the doubting apostle?  (Thomas) 
 
38. What king of Israel is remembered for his great 
wisdom and for building a beautiful temple? 
(Solomon) 
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39. Who were the ten virgins to meet at midnight 
in the parable of the ten virgins?  (The 
Bridegroom) 
40. How many pieces of silver did Judas receive for 
betraying Jesus? (Thirty) 
 
41. What was the idol that Aaron made out of gold 
at the request of the people? (A calf) 
 
42. What was the crown made of that was placed 
on Christ's head when he was crucified? (Thorns) 
 
43. On what day of the week was Christ 
resurrected from the dead? (Sunday) 
 
44. Name four of Jesus' original twelve apostles. 
 (Matthew, Mark, Peter, John, Judas, Andrew, 
Phillip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Simon, James, 
Thaddeus) 
 
45. On what day of the week is the Jewish 
Sabbath? 
 (Saturday) 
 
46. What is the sister city. To Sodom?  (Gomorrah) 
 
47. Who wrote Psalms? (David) 
 
48. What did Jacob give Esau in exchange for his 
birthright? (A mess of pottage) 
 
49. What man had many things go wrong in his life 
but always loved The Lord?  (Job) 
 
50. What was balm? (Gum or spice used for 
healing) 
 
51. What kind of bird brought an olive branch to 
Noah on the ark? (A dove) 
 
52. Which of the Ten Commandments should you 
keep if you want to make your "days long upon the 
land?” (Honor thy father and mother) 
 
53. Who said, "I am innocent of the blood of this 
just person?" (Pilate) 
 
54. What are the special promises called that man 
makes with God? (Covenants) 

55. What is the Golden Rule? ("Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them." Matthew 7:12) 
 
56. What city had walls that came tumbling down 
when Joshua and his army gave a loud shout? 
(Jericho) 
 
57. How many tribes of Israel are there?  (12) 
 
58. Who was Jacob promised after working seven 
years for Laban? (Rachel) 
 
59. What did Moses turn his staff into when he 
confronted Pharaoh?   (A snake) 
 
60. Who authored the Epistles to the Corinthians? 
(Paul) 
 
61. Who did Christ drive out of the temple? (The 
money changers) 
 
62. Where was Zacharias when an angel told him 
his wife would have a son?  (In the temple) 
 
63. What did Christ do after Peter cut off the ear of 
the one who came to arrest him? (He healed it) 
 
64. What prophet spent the night in a den?  
(Daniel) 
 
65. How many times did Jesus say, "Lovest thou 
me" to Peter? (Three)    
                         
66. What was the final thing that God created 
before resting on the seventh day?  (Man) 
 
67. What is the water of the sacrament an emblem 
of? (Christ's blood) 
 
68. Who was promised that he would tarry until the 
Second Coming? (John the Beloved) 
 
69. What famous list of "Blessed are's" did Christ 
give to the people in the Sermon on the Mount? 
(Beatitudes) 
 
70. Who was Joseph's son and Ephraim's brother? 
 (Manasseh)

Prayer: Let us call to mind that we are in God’s presence as we pray. Gracious and loving God, we thank you for being 
our companion as we journey. through a world where there is a great deal of indifference. We thank you for welcoming 
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us just as we are. We pray that you will transform us and make us the people you want us to be. We pray for all these 
things through Christ, our Savior. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 

 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray With You & For You 
 

 The Family of Roger Kist on his passing; our deepest and heartfelt condolences to his family during this time of 
bereavement. 

 Ms. Mary Rogge on the passing of her sister, Ms. Joan E. Milde; 4436 Magna Vista Dr. Jackson, WI 53037 
 The Family of Ms. Norma Chitwood; “a mother is with us always, first in her lifetime, then forever in our 

memory.” 

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du Lac 
Ave., Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Mr. Tom Blish, healing after cardiac (heart) surgery; significant other of Ms. Jenny Tsuzuki-Korbar; (Mr. Tom’s 
address : PO Box 114, Allenton, WI  53002) 

 Mr. Bob Tsuzuki, strength, healing, and reassurance he is not a burden; father of Ms. Jenny Tsuzuki-Korbar 
(prayers for extra measure of energy to get everything done and a Spirit of Joy); PO Box 114, Allenton, WI 
53002 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 
 Ms. Julia Stettler, healing and strength after brain tumor surgery and radiation; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, WB  

53095 

 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  
 Bro. Bob Krell, recovering from surgery; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 
 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 502 

Crocus Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 
 Ms. Sandy Abuya, strength and continued healing; 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086 
 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; W193 

N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 

 Ms. Betty Felt, the passing of her sister, 2130 Continental Dr. #211, West Bend, WI 53095. 
 

 
Prayer: “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope." – Jeremiah 29:11 
 
Heavenly Father, we come before you to magnify and glorify your name. We, as the body of Christ, give you all the praise 
and honor you deserve. We pray for unity in the body of Christ today, as we pray together as a congregation. For we know, 
where two or more are gathered in your name, you are with us, Oh Lord. Oh Lord, as we work together to build your 
empire, let us be the light that leads the world to you. God, teach us to be good role models to the people around us. May 
they see you and your love within us, so they would want to know you more and more. Grant us the patience to work 
together. Bring us all together as a family. Let us work together with understanding and compassion in our hearts. Let us not 
be rude or arrogant towards one another, as we light the way to your heavenly kingdom. We declare, in the name of Jesus and 
according to the power of God at work in us, that we are of one and the same mind (united in spirit), sympathizing (with one 
another), loving (each the other as brethren of one household), compassionate and courteous – tenderhearted and humble-
minded. We never return evil for evil or insult for insult, scolding, tongue lashing, berating. But, on the contrary, blessing, 
praying for their welfare, joy, and protection and truly pitying and loving one another. 
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For we know that to this we have been called, that we may ourselves inherit blessings from God, obtain blessings as heirs, 

bringing welfare and joy and protection. In Jesus’ most Holy and Precious Name, AMEN!! With fervent hope, your 
humble Pastor-servant leader, Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


