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PRAYER: Forgiving God, there is no hostility so great, no hatred so strong, that the cross of Calvary cannot 

reconcile humanity with humanity. Bless 5
th

 Ave. UMC to be a church, a living testimony to the reconciliation 

which God has accomplished on the cross. May all our lives demonstrate this reconciliation; in the merciful 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

“YOU’RE A BRICK IN THE HOUSE OF GOD” (Part 1) 

 

Paul tells the members of his mostly Gentile audience, who were scorned for being outside the Abrahamic covenant 

by the Jews to remember their pre-Christian status: that they had no part in God’s Messiah, people, or covenants and 

therefore were without hope and without God. Now that they are in Christ, however, Gentile believers have been 

brought near to God through the death of Christ. The reason for this is that Christ is the believer’s peace, He who 

unified Jews and Gentiles and broke down the wall dividing them. 

 

The first text in Ephesians 2:13-22 is an extension of Paul’s teaching in the first 12 verses of the chapter. The first 

division (13-14) focuses on what we were in the past. There are many New Testament texts to which we could turn in 

order to find apostolic instructions concerning Christian unity. It is a vitally important truth, to believe and to practice. 

While other texts deal with the matter of the necessity of unity, and the attitudes and actions which are appropriate to 

it, no other text in the New Testament speaks more clearly and emphatically on the basis for Christian unity. 

Ephesians 2 speaks of the essence of unity; all other texts tend to teach on the expression of unity. Ephesians 2 deals 

with the reconciliation which God has brought between himself and fallen man through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2 

deals with the reconciliation which God has accomplished between Jews and Gentiles, through the work of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Jesus says where two or three are gathered He is present. Two or three, not 40 or 150 or 6,000. Not an auditorium 

with a speaker, a band, and dozens of rows of chairs. This is Emmanuel “God with us.” Jesus never promises that 

with size or organization that there would be more of His presence. He didn’t leave building instructions or establish 

an organizational structure or provide liturgical templates. He affirmed that his people and his presence were the only 

necessary ingredients. They would come to the table together, and He would take a seat there with them. Your kitchen 

table, a bar in a taproom, a bench at the park, a coffee shop. He is present there. He said so. The Apostle Paul tells us 

we are the Temple. In his letter, Paul writes to tell Christians that God’s presence is not just above and around them 

but within them. They are the very “Body of Christ” on earth, they are the “temple of the Holy Spirit”—living, 

breathing sanctuaries. 

 

“YOU’RE A BRICK IN THE HOUSE OF GOD” (Part 2) 

 

And now, because we are united to Christ, we both have equal and direct access in the realm of the Holy Spirit to 

come before the Father! 

 

The second portion of our text talks about what Christ has accomplished. We are all familiar with this passage in 2 

Corinthians: “Therefore, if any person is in Christ, they are a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 

things have come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17). It comes as no surprise to Christians that faith in Jesus Christ is a new 

beginning. Old things pass away, and new things are created. What Paul speaks of individually in 2 Corinthians 

chapter 5, he speaks of corporately in Ephesians chapter 2. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul tells us that we become a new 

person when we are born again. In Ephesians chapter 2, Paul tells us that in Christ Jews and Gentiles lose their 

“Jewishness” and “Gentileness” and are fashioned into one new entity, the church. The blessing of the Gentiles was 

often addressed by Old Testament prophecy, but the birth of the church is something new and unexpected. 

 

Faith community possessed by tradition. Stuck in past. Unable to introduce any change that threatens the status quo. 

Sound familiar? Churches these days often struggle with this issue. We often long for things to be as they once were. 

We long to have Sunday schools with 100 kids every Sunday, and services that are standing room only. We long for 
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offering plates to be overflowing, we hope for more baptisms than funerals. We long for the past, or at least the way 

we remember things to be. 

As a faith community or as individuals we can be possessed by our past. We can fear change, block anything new, 

strive to keep things the same. As the old joke goes, 

How many Methodists does it take to change a lightbulb? Change!??! That lightbulb was good enough for my great 

grandparents, so it is good enough for us. 

 

And Jesus knows that we need to be exorcized of our fears and worries if we are going to see God’s future. Because 

we are often possessed by maintaining our past, by trying to recreate what we once were. We hold onto the traditions, 

systems, and ways to doing things that were good for our grandparents and so, we believe, are good enough for us. 

 

Now don’t hear Jesus wrongly. Jesus is not saying that the past is wrong or bad. Jesus is not saying that God wasn’t 

active in the past, or that God wasn’t working through the ways we used to do things. Often when churches and 

individuals face change, letting go of what we once were is so hard because it feels like we are dishonoring our 

forebears. It feels like we are saying our parents and grandparents were wrong, that they weren’t being faithful. 

 

That is not what Jesus is saying. Jesus knows that God has been present among the people, among us the whole time. 

Jesus isn’t exorcizing us of our past. Jesus is exorcizing us of our holding on, of our resistance to change, of our need 

for safety and comfort. Of our fears and anxieties. 

 

It is not the past that keeps us from seeing God’s future, it is our efforts to keep things the same, to recreate what once 

was, what we once were. And Jesus’s new teaching is really about showing us that new world. Showing us God’s 

future. Showing that God is coming to, meeting us in the future. God knows we cannot go backwards. 

 

And that is what is so radical to the Jews and Gentiles and so radical for us today. God is not a God of the past, God is 

not about keeping things, keeping us the same. God is about resurrection, about turning death and forces that hold us 

back, into new and abundant life. 

 

There are people who build houses out of garbage. If you go to the internet and type “houses constructed out of 

garbage,” you will find numerous examples of people who build houses out of the most unusual things. Do you know 

the most unusual home builder there ever was; someone who has built his house out of something even stranger than 

cans and tires. And after putting these strange building materials together, he is still living in this house to this very 

day. The person I am talking about is Jesus Christ. He is the master home builder. He has built for himself a home to 

live in, and that home is called the Holy Christian Church. And he has chosen the most unusual building material 

there is to build his house – he has chosen you. You are his building material According to the Bible; you are a brick 

in the house of God. Why would Jesus want to make his house out of people? 

 

“YOU’RE A BRICK IN THE HOUSE OF GOD” (Part 3) 

 

Are you surprised that God has chosen you to be a brick in his house? You should be – according to the Bible, you 

aren’t the best of building materials. First of all, you, and other people, don’t fit well together. People clash with each 

other. Our section of Scripture mentions that in verse 14 where it says, “For he himself is our peace, who has made 

the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.” Here the Apostle Paul is talking about the 

hostility that existed between the Jews and the Gentiles. 

 

Still to this day, it is true that people don’t get along. There is a hostility that exists between people, even of the same 

nationality. Why is it that people have such a hard time getting along? The simplest and basic answer is sin. We all 

have our differences, but the basic, core reason why people don’t get along is sin. Every human being struggles with 

two basic sins that all of us are born with – pride and selfishness; they cause more trouble in this world than anything 

else. 
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This is why it is so surprising that God would use people as building materials for his church. Putting all of these 

proud and selfish people together – why would God do that? Why would God want to live in a house built out of 

people? Remember that God is perfect. God is pure. You would think that our sin would drive God away. Why would 

God want to use you as brick in his house? 

We learn why in verse 13: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the 

blood of Christ.” Once you were far away from God because of your sin. But now, you have been brought near 

through the blood of Christ. Something happened on the cross when Jesus shed his blood. Something utterly amazing. 

Even though you hadn’t even been born yet – your sins were taken away. All your sins of pride. All your sins of 

selfishness. Every sin you have ever committed, no matter how great or small – your sin was taken away through the 

blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

My friends, there is nothing you can do to get rid of the sins of pride and selfishness in your life. You can try to be a 

good person all you want, but your sins won’t go away. There is no human activity you can do that will make you 

presentable in the eyes of God. But there is the blood of Christ. The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, purifies us from all 

sin. And this is why he chooses you to be a brick in his house. 

 

Remember when we talked about how incompatible people are, how they don’t get along? What happens when all 

these incompatible people have their sins taken away? What happens when they put their faith in the blood of Jesus 

Christ? Look at the second half of verse 15: “His purpose was to create in himself one new human out of the two, thus 

making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their 

hostility.” This is what truly brings people together. Those Jews and Gentiles that were once enemies – now, many of 

them were believers in Christ and getting along as members of the house of God. You see, no matter how different 

two people are – when both of them believe that their sins have been taken away, there is a bond that develops, a bond 

that brings all kinds of people together to become bricks in the house of God. 

 

And this includes you. Look at verse 22: “And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 

God lives by his Spirit.” All of you are being built together by God. One brick at a time, he is turning you into a place 

where he lives by his Spirit. Today, you are God’s house. His address is on your forehead. When Christians gather 

together and hear his Word and live his Word in their lives – when that happens, God is living among them, by his 

Spirit. You become a brick in the most amazing house ever built. 

 

Let me close by asking you one question – how do you see yourself? Are you someone who goes to church, or are 

you someone who is the church? There is a big difference. There are people who just go to church. They talk about 

attending church. Once in a while they get their act together and show up. They hear the Word of God, and they find 

it somewhat interesting. Then they go home and continue on in their lives. Nothing is different. Nothing has changed. 

Their beliefs are the same. Their lifestyles are the same. They talk about going to church again sometime, someday, 

maybe they will. 

 

Is that you? Are you someone who just goes to church? Or are you someone who IS the church? Are you a brick in 

the house of God? Do you hear the Word of God on a regular basis? If you do, then God is not a distant stranger to 

you, but someone who lives in you. You pray to him regularly. You listen to him speak his Word to you regularly. 

And when you live your life each day and during the week, your beliefs are different. Your view of the world is 

different. You know that you are forgiven, because of the blood of Jesus Christ. And so, you live your life forgiving 

others, showing kindness and mercy and love to others, just as God has shown to you. 

 

Is that you? Does God live in you? Are you a brick in the house of God? Perhaps today is the day you will repent of 

your sin and turn to Jesus Christ for forgiveness. You who once were far away have been brought near through the 

blood of Christ. God has picked you out of the junk pile and has made you to be a brick in his house. May God bless 

you as you live your life glorifying him. Amen. 

 


