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5th AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

323 South 5th Avenue ~ West Bend WI 53095  
 

5TH Sunday In Lent ~ March 21, 2021 
 

 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH - EXTENDING THE 
CENTENNIAL THROUGH 2021 

 

"Valiant Women of the Vote:  

Refusing to Be Silenced. 

 

“I Am A Little Pencil in the Hands 
of God; Who Is Sending A Love 

Letter to the World.” 
-Mother Teresa 

 
 

 

 
 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   

ORGAN PRELUDE:               
 

~WELCOME~ 
 
 

WELCOME - SUNDAY CHECK-IN 
 

Pastor: Journey with us, O Holy God, as we continue our way to the cross. Sharpen our focus, that our attention may 
center more on you than ourselves. Lead us through the shadows of darkness and prepare our hearts, that we might be 
a people of prayer, ready to perceive and respond to your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Come people of God, 
online and in person – let us worship God together. Come.  
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535 or faumc.org 
 

~CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP~                      
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CENTERING MUSIC:  
 
*GATHERED IN WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
Leader: This is the fifth step on our Lenten journey, the step of sacrifice. 
People: Be with us, Lord, as we take this step. 
Leader: This requires the willingness to give all of your life to the Lord. 
People: Be with us, Lord, as we commit our lives to you. 
Leader: Come, let us worship and offer our voices of praise to God. 
People: Let us open our hearts and spirits to God this day. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER: (Unison)  
 
Dear Lord, in Jesus' name I come to You today. Help me to reflect on who I am as a person before You. 
Help me to clearly discern the reasons why You have chosen and called me to serve You in this present 
world. If I have allowed the circumstances and/or disappointments of life to blunt my enthusiasm and 
passion for You, I ask You to place Your finger on the cause and let me be released to serve You in a greater 
way. Dear Jesus, help me to be so much the more sharper in my day to day life so that others will see and 
know that You are the Lord of my life in every way. I really do want to leave my mark for You in this world. 
In Jesus' name I pray these things, Amen." 
 
 
*THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
Leader: Remember the Word of the Lord to you: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 
us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
People: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
Leader: Believe the Good News of the Gospel: 
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Leader: And now come today to his table in fullness of faith. Come to meet him who has pardoned you. Take the 
bread which he said "is my body", and take the cup which he said "is my blood", and meet him here at his table. If you 
have confessed your sins in his name, you are forgiven. Amen. 
 
HYMN: (seated)                  “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine”                   UMH 369 
                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

 
Hebrews 5:5-14 The Passion Translation (TPT) 

 
When Jesus was on the earth, a man of flesh and blood, He offered up prayers and pleas, groans and tears to the One 
who could save Him from death. He was heard because He approached God with reverence. Although He was a Son, 
Jesus learned obedience through the things He suffered. And once He was perfected through that suffering, He 
became the way of eternal salvation for all those who hear and follow Him, for God appointed Him to be a High 
Priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
I have a lot more to say about this, but it may be hard for you to follow since you’ve become dull in your 
understanding. By this time, you ought to be teachers yourselves, yet I feel like you want me to reteach you the most 
basic things that God wants you to know. It’s almost like you’re a baby again, coddled at your mother’s breast, nursing, 
not ready for solid food. No one who lives on milk alone can know the ins and outs of what it means to be righteous 
and pursue justice; that’s because they’re only a baby. But solid food is for those who have come of age, for those who 
have learned through practice to distinguish good from evil. 
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L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Thanks be to God! 

SERMON:   “Women: You’re A Little Pencil In the Hands of God”  Pastor Clarissa 
 

~CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION~ 

 
Pastor: Come, join us at the table. All are welcome! 
 
Come to a table not defined by wood or stone but by what rests upon it which is the “me” of Christ. 
 
All: Come unto me because any burden is heavy to the one who is under it. 
 
Leader: Come unto me with the burden of a crowded life or a lonely one. 
 
All: Come unto me, with a child’s burden of frustration or hunger, of abuse or embarrassment. 
 
Pastor: Come unto me with a burden of grief for the death of a beloved person or a companion animal, for an ability 
you have no longer, or a relationship needing reconciliation. 
 
All: Come unto me with the burden of a disappointment, even one that doesn’t seem significant enough, or a 
fear deeper than words. 
 
Leader: Come unto the “me” of Christ with any burden for here is rest for the weary, 
lightening of suffering, gentleness, and guidelines for becoming gentle. 
 
All: Here is a yoke of responsibility that can be lifted because of a small piece of bread and a sip of the cup of 
hope. 
 
Pastor: Jesus noticed that often people ignore both the celebration of those who are dancing with joy, and the sorrow 
of those who are weeping in pain or loss when those feelings are not their own. We come to this table rejoicing with 
those who laugh and sharing the tears of the grieving. We are God’s children in wonder and loss, dispersed and 
gathered at the same time. 
 
In your many kitchens, and living rooms, rest your hands lightly upon these elements which we set aside today to be a 
sacrament. We ask God’s blessing on them and on us and on all those who are in our prayers this morning. 
 
On that night, before he was betrayed, tortured and executed, he shared a meal with his disciples, taught them and 
prayed for them. Jesus took a loaf of bread, gave you thanks, then broke it and shared it with them, saying, “Take, eat. 
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” 
When the meal had ended, he took the cup of wine and again gave you thanks. He gave them the cup saying, “Drink 
this, all of you. This is my blood, a new covenant, shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this to 
remember me.” 
 
All: God of the open hand and the gentle yoke, we await your gift and your service. Send your Spirit of life 
and love, of power and blessing upon your children in every “house of worship,” so that this Bread may be 
broken and gathered in love and this Cup poured out to give hope to all. Risen Christ, live in us, that we may 
live in you. Breathe in us, that we may breathe in you. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Remembering is good but not enough. Communion is most Holy not in the past, but today and tomorrow. 
Jesus said, “Do this now. Don’t talk. Eat and Drink. Be blessed. Go forth.” 
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Leader: Let us at many tables receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 
All: We come unto Christ in the Bread we share. 
Leader: Let us in many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 
All: We come unto Christ in the Cup we share. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Responsively) 
 
Pastor: In thanksgiving for this meal of grace and in the holy dispersion of virtual worship, and the holy cautious re-
gathering in familiar pews, we claim the risen Christ’s love and gentle yoke are found in all houses of worship. Let us 
pray … 
 
All: O Holy One, we have come unto you with our weariness and we have let go of all in our lives that is 
heavy. We thank you for the rest and strength of this communion so now we can lift up all that is light and 
gentle, humble and easy, and learn from you how to change the world. Amen 
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 

Pastor: God of all goodness; People: hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer- Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

Lent is a time of taking stock on our lives, and reassessing who we have been, who we are, and who we want 
to be, and, more important, who we begin to sense God is calling us to be. It is a time to become an offering 
to God and to our neighbors, whom God loves so deeply. We are called to join in the work of kin-dom 
building by volunteering to help our neighbors, by joining or leading ministries, as we continue making an 
impact in the lives God’s people. We can also help by pledging to support our church financially as we make 
a bigger and bigger impact in our local, regional, and even international communities. In Christ, our Savior 
and Redeemer, we pray. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:  “Hymn of Promise (In the Bulb There Is a Flower)” UMH 707 
  

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
*All: Friends in Christ, we seek God’s blessing as we leave this place for our continued Lenten journey of 
service and learning. 
 
*Pastor: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who calls us to new life; the love of the Father, who calls us 
back to abundant life; and the communion of the Holy Spirit, who sustains us still with every breath we take, be with 
you now and always. We exist to join Jesus in His mission to redeem our city. As a community of Believers we say, 
“Amen.” 
 
*POSTLUDE: 


