
Let every activity of your lives and every word[g] that comes from your lips be drenched 
with the beauty of our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One. And bring your constant praise to 
God the Father because of what Christ has done for you! 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON:          Black History Month: “A Divine Dress Code”         Pastor Clarissa 
 

~INVITION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (UNISON) 
 

God of power and love, we come to worship this day in anticipation: to hear the 
music, to be fed with the word, to reconnect with family, but most of all to listen to 
your voice as it might speak to us in the silent moments. May your goodness and 
caring be affirmed in the gifts we give. God of Grace, multiply these tithes and 
offerings so that 5th Ave. UMC’s ministry and mission radically change lives and 
create new evangelism opportunities. And as worship comes to an end, may we 
hear Jesus’ voice sending us out into the mission field, and may we listen and go. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. (Matthew 17:1-9) 
 
CLOSING HYMN:         “I Need You To Survive”           Hezekiah Walker & LFC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5_7LEWnGaQ 
  

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
L: Go forth as in the name of Christ. 
Fulfill your task as ambassadors, 
and lead the world to justice and peace. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: Although the road is long and the journey is hard, although the mountains are too 
high and the valleys are too low, By your grace, give us hope. By your power, give us 
strength. 
By your mercy, give us wisdom so that we may continue to go where you lead us, until all 
your children are safe from harm. May we go with your light shining in us, as we carry 
justice and equality into the world to bring about change with our voice.  
 
POSTLUDE:                      

 

5th AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
 

“The Black Family:  

Its Representation, Identity 

and Diversity”- robed in 

divine love! 

 

Pinned inside robes near their hearts is a 

hallmark for Black Families, “stick together, be 

there for one another.” They’ve carried this 

call across the vast stages of history while 

honoring the ordinary people that paved 

extraordinary ways for them to be visibly 

present and heard. Because of divine love, we 

can all follow this truth in our hearts and live courageously.  

Thank you, God, for your amazingly redeeming garment of unconditional 

love.  

 
 

                                    Liturgist 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5_7LEWnGaQ


Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 
 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
   

ORGAN PRELUDE:                                
 

~WELCOME~ 
 

 

WELCOME - SUNDAY CHECK-IN 
 

Pastor: Family is an important and timely topic for faithful followers of Jesus. The church 
community is often referred to as the “household of God” and the “family of God.” It has 
been my humble and god-fearing life experience. The 2021 theme for Black History 
Month, is “The Black Family: Its Representation, Identity and Diversity.” The theme is an 
important one as we remember that we are made in the image of God. There is only one 
human race, and every member of it has the attributes of the Divine. I hope this 2021 
honoring and celebration of Black History Month has afforded you the opportunity to 
learn and celebrate the Divine in all; bringing through devotional scriptures, and worship a 
mix of history, faith, and conversation. Come let us worship together. 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535 or famuc.org 
 

~CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP~                      
 
CENTERING VIDEO MUSIC:           “Have I Told You Lately”            Rod 
Stewart 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKOkUWjC0JU 
 
*GATHERED IN WORSHIP: (Unison)   
 
Can you measure the love of God? 
No matter how long your tape measure, God’s love would be longer! 
No matter how deep you drill, God’s love would be deeper! 
It’s tougher than titanium and softer than a feather,  
more electric than lightning, more vast than the universe 
It’s way more than we can possibly get our heads around, 
but it fills our hearts – we can feel it! 
It fills our lives – we can enjoy it! 
The love of God is the most amazing, the most powerful, 

the most abundant, the most intimate, the loveliest thing,  
and it is a gift to you. 
 
 
 
*PRAYER: (Unison)  
 
Thank you, Lord, that because we are IN CHRIST, we have become a loved, 
chosen, and holy people. As Colossians scripture teaches us, help us to live this out 
in the details of our lives; that knowing we have been declared holy IN CHRIST, 
will motivate us to actually drive us to change. Cause us to grow in spiritual 
maturity and take responsibility where we display changed relationships with other 
people. May your Spirit help us to love like Jesus loves. In our West Bend 
communities, continue to grow us to be people who are peace-filled, word shaped, 
and always thankful. Change our hearts to honor Christ in all we do; that in our 
lives individually and together as His people, the world will see that you are over 
EVERYTHING we do. YOU are for us. Thank you, our Triune God! In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
 
Siblings of Christ hear the good news - the love of God is your firm foundation; by faith 
you are rooted deeply in the Lord. May you know the breadth and length and height and 
depth of the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. May you attain the 
fullness of life that God brings. For surely, each of you are forgiven. 
 
HYMN:                                      “Hymn of Promise”                                       UMH 
707 
                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

 
Colossians 3:12-17 The Passion Translation (TPT) 

 
You are always and dearly loved by God! So, robe yourself with virtues of God, since you 
have been divinely chosen to be holy. Be merciful as you endeavor to understand others, 
and be compassionate, showing kindness toward all. Be gentle and humble, unoffendable 
in your patience with others. Tolerate the weaknesses of those in the family of faith, 
forgiving one another in the same way you have been graciously forgiven by Jesus Christ. 
If you find fault with someone, release this same gift of forgiveness to them. For love is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKOkUWjC0JU


supreme and must flow through each of these virtues. Love becomes the mark of true 
maturity. 
 
Let your heart be always guided by the peace of the Anointed One, who called you to 
peace as part of his one body. And always be thankful. Let the word of Christ live in you 
richly, flooding you with all wisdom. Apply the Scriptures as you teach and instruct one 
another with the Psalms, and with festive praises, and with prophetic songs given to you 
spontaneously by the Spirit, so sing to God with all your hearts! 

~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR YOUTH~ 
 

February is Black History Month! 
 

Black History Month is a time we pay tribute to the heroes and heroines of U.S. history and 

recognize the vast contributions they’ve made to American culture. 

 

Black History Month offers our congregations the opportunity to learn and celebrate the Divine 

in all people. It’s not an understatement to describe the events of the past year as historic, and 

particularly for Black Americans. The nation elected its first Black vice president, a woman 

and a graduate of a historically Black university, and Georgia send its first Black senator to the 

Capitol. (Both of these realities were possible through the tireless organizing efforts of women 

like Stacey Abrams of Fair Fight and LaTosha Brown of Black Voters Matter. 

 

As we come to the end of Black History Month, let’s reflect on how the Bible and Black 

history are connected, and what this means for the church today. A vital part of this is an 

understanding of ‘liberation theology’. Theology is the study of God’s character and action in 

the world. Liberation theology highlights God’s concern for the liberation of people who are 

marginalized, poor and oppressed. 

 

The clear implication of this is that it must also be a central concern of the church. The church 

must actively and deliberately play its part in the liberation of oppressed peoples. 

 

Liberation theology is deeply rooted in scripture. From the very beginning, God charges his 

people with creating a culture of justice for the vulnerable. ‘This is what the Lord says: Do 

what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do 

no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.’ (Jeremiah 22:3) ‘Is not this 

the kind of fasting I have chosen: to lose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?’ (Isaiah 58:6-7) 

 

A significant part of our relationship with God is defined by how we treat those who have been 

let down by society. Jesus is our liberator. Both in his life and teachings and his death on 

the cross, Jesus walked the path of liberation. 

 

And it’s our role as the church to follow in his footsteps. While the Old Testament passages 

above focus on liberation at a societal level, in the New Testament we are taught how to apply 

this on a personal level: 'Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in 

prison and go to visit you?” The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 

the least of these  

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:35-40) When we take action to help 

other people, it is though we are reaching out to Christ himself. 

 

We all have a role to play in speaking up for and taking action for people who are oppressed as 

we continue seeking justice and liberation until we see a world in which everyone is free to 

fulfil their God-given potential. 

 

Pray for oppressed peoples: pray for chains to be broken, for unjust systems to be changed, and 

for God’s liberated light and love to break out into the world. Amen. 

 

Deviled Eggs Recipe 
 

8 large eggs 

1 teaspoon prepared mustard 

1 tablespoon pickle juice 

1/2 cup mayonnaise 

salt and pepper 

paprika 

lettuce (optional) 

Cookware and Utensils: 
 

1 small boiling pot 

1 sieve 

1 small mixing bowl 

1 pastry bag (optional) 

1 serving dish 
 

Recipe Instructions: 
 

 As always, the key to great cooking is to be prepared and to use quality ingredients. 

This recipe works best if you use fresh eggs (less than 7 days old). 

 Place your eggs in a saucepan and cover with at least one inch of cold water. Bring 

water to a boil over medium-high heat. Cook eggs for 8-10 minutes after water begins 

to boil. Remove from heat and rinse eggs in cold water so that they peel more easily. 

 Peel the eggs and halve them lengthwise. Remove the yolk, setting egg whites aside. 

Push yolks through a fine sieve into a small mixing bowl. If you’re without a sieve just 

mash the yolks well with a spoon or fork. 



 Combine the yolk mixture together with mayonnaise, prepared mustard and pickle juice 

to produce a smooth texture. Season with salt and pepper to taste and give one finally 

mixing. 

 Using a teaspoon or pastry bag fill egg white halves with mixture. Place egg halves on 

serving dish, cover with plastic wrap. Refrigerate for about 1 hour. 

 Just before serving, slightly garnish each egg halve with paprika. If desired serve on 

washed lettuce leaves. Enjoy! 


