
Holy Spirit, help us remember the great work that Christ accomplished for us, which no 
other person could perform. Help us confess with gladness, “by grace we have been 
saved.” 
The day of the Lord is coming:   He abounds in steadfast love. 
Lord Jesus Christ, gift of mercy from God the Father, you love us even when we are most 
unlovable, lost, and afraid. Thank you for your grace. The day of the Lord is coming: 
 He abounds in steadfast love. 
Lord Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross like the serpent in the wilderness, lift up our eyes 
to see you as the Lord and Savior, loving God's whole world. The day of the Lord is 
coming:   He abounds in steadfast love. 
We bring before you those whom you love with special needs, known to us as family and 
Friends: ___________     (pause for silent prayer). 
The day of the Lord is coming: He abounds in steadfast love. 
Though we remember we are dust and to dust we shall return, we remember that we are 
your precious dust. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (in unison)                                                           Liturgist 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 
 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP:                                                           Rev. Jean 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison)    (stand)                                              Liturgist 
Great and generous God, our lives are surrounded by things that steal our lives, 
inflict and destroy us. The tithes and offering we share with you this day are a way 
of keeping us focused not on the things that would take life away but will renew 
our lives: hope, love, compassion, empathy. As the Israelites looked to a serpent on 
a pole for healing, we look to a Savior on a cross to be brought back to life. In that 
holy name, Jesus the Messiah, we pray. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                          “Lift High the Cross”                       UMH 159 

 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

*BLESSING:                             Rev. Jean 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
*POSTLUDE:                “By Grace I’m Saved”                             Kevin Hildebrand 
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~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
ORGAN PRELUDE:       “Evening and Morning”                      Kevin Hildebrand  

John Abuya, Organist 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Ellen Johnson, Lay Servant 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively)                                                         Liturgist 
Let us worship God, who has done great things. 
We rejoice in our God, who made a way 
through the desert of this world. 
Let us worship God, 
who has caused streams of mercy 
to flow in the wasteland.      (con’d) 



We are the people God has formed through Christ; 
we worship him, and we rejoice! 
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 
We praise God for the grace that has saved us. 
Alleluia! We rejoice! 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN:                                  Rev. Jean 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly 
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on 
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that 
we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us enter into silence, and 
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his 
infinite goodness and mercy. 
(A moment of silence) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (Unison)                                                      Liturgist 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:                                                                          Rev. Jean 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN:  (seated)        “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”                   UMH 400 
 
OPENING PRAYER:                                                                                    Rev. Jean 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way 
of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Numbers 21:4-9 (NRSV)                                                                               Liturgist 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 

but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is 
no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against 
you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and 
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and 
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live. 
                L: The Word of God for the People of God.     P: Thanks be to God! 
 
Psalm Response: (seated)      “Now Thank We All Our God”                      UMH 102 
 
*Gospel of John 3:14-21 (NRSV)  (stand)                                                    Rev. Jean 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him 
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

L: The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ.      P: Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON:                             “Look Up and Live”                                        Rev. Jean 

 
PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 
INTERCESSIONS:                                                                                            Liturgist 

Heavenly Father, when we feel that we have lost direction as a people, or even as a person, 
help us remember your presence in our wilderness journeys. 
The day of the Lord is coming: He abounds in steadfast love. 
Great Deliverer, your steadfast love and wonderful works have spared us of troubles 
known and unknown, for you are in love with us. 
The day of the Lord is coming: He abounds in steadfast love. 


